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INTRODUCTION 


This  publication  contains  summaries  of  legislation  affecting 
local  government  enacted  during  the  162nd  regular  session  of  the 
General  Assembly.  A  total  of  176  acts  and  2  proposed  Constitutional 
amendments  are  reported  as  being  of  sufficient  interest  to 
Pennsylvania’s  communities. 

The  1978  legislative  year  saw  the  enactment  of  a  number  of 
acts  which  represented  major  changes  in  the  roles  and  procedures 
of  local  and  state  governments.  This  publication  includes  on 
page  vii.  a  separate  table  of  contents  of  selected  legislation  of 
special  significance. 

ACTS  AFFECTING  LOCAL  GOVERNMENT 3  1978  is  divided  into  nine 
major  topics.  Within  major  topic  areas,  acts  are  grouped  by 
subtopics  representing  more  specific  aspects  of  the  major  topic. 

The  units  of  local  government  which  each  act  affects  generally 
are  included  in  its  title.  If  an  act  does  not  specifically  affect 
any  particular  unit  of  local  government  but  is  of  general  interest, 
it  has  been  assigned  a  heading  which  reflects  its  contents. 

As  a  mater  of  convenience,  the  date  of  approval  by  the 
Governor  and  the  effective  date  of  each  act  are  included  within 
the  basic  information  presented  about  each  act.  The  effective 
date  listed  is  based  upon  the  Department's  interpretation  of  the 
Statutory  Construction  Act  of  1972,  P.L.  1339,  No.  290,  Title  I, 

Part  V,  Chapter  17  of  the  Pennsylvania  Consolidated  Statutes 
(1  Pa.C.S.A.  1701  through  1704). 

The  citations  (P.S.  and  Pa.C.S.A.)  appearing  after  the  act 
summaries  in  this  publication  are  to  Purdon's  Pennsylvania  Statutes 
Annotated  and  Pennsylvania  Consolidated  Statutes  Annotated,  published 
and  copyrighted  by  the  West  Publishing  Company,  St.  Paul,  Minnesota. 
The  citations  are  included  in  ACTS  AFFECTING  LOCAL  GOVERNMENT 
primarily  to  save  time  for  local  government  officials  and  others 
who  have  access  to  Purdon's  Statutes  and  who  wish  to  read  the 
texts  of  particular  acts. 

It  should  be  noted  that  summaries  are  necessarily  brief  and 
that  these  and  the  other  information  contained  in  this  volume  do  not 
represent  legal  opinion. 

Three  indexes  appear  at  the  end  of  this  volume:  an  index  by 
act  number,  an  index  by  unit  of  local  government  and  a  comprehensive 
subject  index. 
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Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2019  with  funding  from 

This  project  is  made  possible  by  a  grant  from  the  Institute  of  Museum  and  Library  Services  as  administered  by  the  Pennsylvania  Department  of  Education  through  the  Office  of  Commonwealth  Libraries 


https://archive.org/details/actsaffectingloc00penn_0 


MAJOR  LEGISLATION  OF  1978 


The  following  new  statutes  and  major  amendments  enacted  during 
1978  represent  major  changes  in  the  roles  and  procedures  of  local 
and  state  governments.  The  statutes  chosen  are  those  by  which 
the  Commonwealth  and  its  local  governments  have  been  led  into  new 
areas  of  activities  or  new  practices  and  procedures,  either  through 
the  enactment  of  new  legislation  or  by  greatly  expanded  concepts  of 
older  laws. 


New  Statutes 


Page 


Emergency  Management  Services  Code 

Act 

323 

28 

Emergency  Telephone  Act 

Act 

42 

27 

Flood  Plain  Management  Act 

Act 

166 

31 

Political  Subdivision  Tort  Claims  Act 

Act 

330 

23 

Public  Employee  Pension  Forfeiture  Act 

Act 

140 

65 

Public  Officers  and  Employees  Ethics  Law 

Act 

170 

61 

Public  Utility  Code 

Act 

116 

73 

Public  Works  Contract  Regulation  Law 

Act 

317 

13 

Steel  Products  Procurement  Act 

Act 

3 

7 

Storm  Water  Management  Act 

Act 

167 

33 

Utility  Service  Tenants  Rights  Act 

Act 

299 

74 

Major  Amendments 


Fourth  to  Eighth  Class  County  Assessment 
Law,  General  County  Assessment  Law 
and  Third  Class  County  Assessment 
Board  Law,  assessment  roll  changes 

Intangible  Personal  Property  Tax  Law, 
tax  levy  optional 
Local  Government  Unit  Debt  Act, 
reenactment,  extensive  amendments 
Municipalities  Planning  Code,  extensive 
amendments,  municipal  curative 
amendment  procedure,  joint  municipal 
zoning 

Urban  Redevelopment  Law,  acquisition 
of  blighted  property 
Volunteer  Fire  Company,  Ambulance 
Service  and  Rescue  Squad  Assistance 
Act,  debt  refinancing  and  repair 
loans 


Acts  268, 
269  &  270 

Act  26 

Act  52 

Act  249 
Act  94 

Act  145 
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I.  ASSESSMENT  AND  TAXATION 


a.  Assessment  Procedures 


Act  1978-49  Counties  -  Fourth  to  Eighth  Class;  Cities,  Boroughs, 
Towns,  Townships  and  School  Districts  levying  taxes 
on  assessments  in  these  counties 

Amends  Section  701  (b)  of  the  Fourth  to  Eighth  Class 
County  Assessment  Law,  1943  P.L.  571,  No.  254,  amended 
1952  P.L.  2138,  No.  606. 

Permits  class  actions  relating  to  assessments. 

Approved:  4/28/78  Effective:  4/28/78 

72  P.S.  5453.701(b) 


Act  1978-125  Counties  -  Fourth  to  Eighth  Class;  Cities,  Boroughs, 

Towns,  Townships  and  School  Districts  levying  taxes 
on  assessments  in  these  counties 

Adds  subsection  (c)  to  Section  701  of  the  Fourth  to 
Eighth  Class  County  Assessment  Law,  1943  P.L.  571, 

No.  254. 

Establishes  notice  requirements  and  appeal  process 
when  a  county  institutes  a  countywide  revision  of  real 
property  assessments;  requires  that  all  property  owners 
be  notified  by  first  class  mail  of  the  value  of  the  new 
assessment  and  the  value  of  their  old  assessment;  requires 
that  each  notice  state  the  right  of  the  property  owner 
to  appeal  any  new  assessment  value  within  30  days  of 
receipt  of  notice;  requires  the  board  to  mail  all 
notices  by  July  1  and  authorizes  the  board  at  its 
discretion  to  begin  hearing  appeals  30  days  following 
the  mailing  of  the  initial  notices  of  reassessment; 
requires  the  board  to  notify  each  person  who  has  filed 
an  appeal  and  each  taxing  district  with  an  interest  in 
the  appeal  of  the  time  and  place  of  hearing  on  the 
appeal  not  later  than  the  20th  day  preceding  the  day 
designated  for  the  appearance;  provides  for  any  person 
or  taxing  district  failing  to  appear  for  the  hearing 
to  be  presumed  to  have  abandoned  the  appeal  unless  the 
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date  is  rescheduled  by  the  mutual  consent  of  the  property 
owner  and  the  board;  requires  the  board  to  certify,  by 
November  15,  to  the  clerk  or  secretary  of  each  political 
subdivision  governed  under  the  provisions  of  the  act 
within  the  county,  the  value  of  real  property,  the 
value  of  occupations  and  the  number  of  persons  subject 
to  personal  taxes  appearing  in  the  assessment  roll  and 
taxable  by  the  respective  political  subdivisions; 
requires  that  all  appeals  be  heard  and  acted  upon  by 
the  board  by  the  last  day  of  October. 

Approved:  7/1/78  Effective:  7/1/78 

72  P.S.  5453.701  (c) 


Act  1978-268  Counties  -  Fourth  to  Eighth  Class;  Cities,  Boroughs, 

Towns,  Townships  and  School  Districts  levying  taxes  on 
assessments  in  these  counties 

Amends  the  following  sections  of  the  Fourth  to  Eighth 
Class  County  Assessment  Law,  1943  P.L.  571,  No.  254: 

Section  601,  amended  1965  P.L.  56,  No.  42: 

Section  701,  amended  1976  P.L.  852,  No.  150, 
and  1978  P.L.  ,  No.  49; 

Section  702,  amended  1955  P.L.  589,  No.  155; 

Section  703,  amended  1951  P.L.  2138,  No.  606; 

Section  704. 

Act  1978-269  Counties  -  First  and  Second  Class;  Cities,  Boroughs, 

Townships  and  School  Districts  levying  taxes  on  assessments 
in  these  counties 

Amends  Sections  505  and  518.1  of  the  General  County 
Assessment  Law,  1933  P.L.  853,  No.  155. 

Act  1978-270  Counties  -  Second  A  and  Third  Class;  Cities,  Boroughs, 
Townships,  School  Districts  and  Institution  Districts 
levying  taxes  on  assessments  in  these  counties 

Amends  the  following  sections  of  the  Third  Class  County 
Assessment  Board  Law,  1931  P.L.  1379,  No.  348: 

Section  7,  amended  1967  P.L.  813,  No.  349; 

Section  8,  amended  1967  P.L.  813,  No.  349,  1968 
P.L.  258,  No.  122,  1977  P.L.  182,  No.  48,  and 
1977  P.L.  190,  No.  53; 

Section  9(c)  (added). 

Authorize  the  board  to  make  additions  and  revisions 
to  the  assessment  roll  at  any  time  in  the  year  as  long 
as  the  notice  provisions  are  complied  with;  require  that 
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all  additions  and  revisions  be  a  supplement  to  the 
assessment  roll  for  the  levy  and  collection  of  taxes 
for  the  tax  year  for  which  the  assessment  roll  was 
originally  prepared,  in  addition  to  being  added  to 
the  assessment  roll  for  the  following  tax  years; 
provide  that,  so  long  as  a  taxpayer  appeal  is  pending 
before  the  board  or  before  a  court,  the  appeal  will 
also  be  taken  as  an  appeal  by  the  taxpayer  on  the 
property  for  any  assessment  valuation  subsequent  to 
the  filing  of  the  appeal  with  the  board  and  prior 
to  determination  of  the  appeal  by  the  board  or  court; 
require  the  board  to  hold  its  hearings  and  make  its 
final  determination  of  the  subsequent  years  in 
question  in  the  same  manner  as  for  the  year  or  years 
for  which  the  original  appeal  was  filed.  Act  268 
(fourth  to  eighth  class  counties)  and  Act  270 
(second  A  and  third  class  counties)  also  provide  for 
various  changes  in  deadline  dates  relating  to  assessments 
and  assessment  appeals  and  Act  268  provides  for  appeals 
by  taxing  districts. 


Approved:  10/5/78 

Effective 

• 

12/4/78 

Act  268: 

72 

P.S.  5453.601, 
5453.702,  5453.703 
and  5453.704 

Act  269: 

72 

P.S.  5020-505  and 
5020-518.1 

Act  270: 

72 

P.S.  5348,  5349 
and  5350 

b.  Tax  Exemptions  or  Rebates 

Act  1978-11  Cities,  Boroughs,  Towns,  Townships,  Counties, 

(As  amended  School  Districts,  Institution  Districts 

by 

Act  1978-220)  Amends  the  title  and  Section  2  of  the  Act  granting 
exemption  from  payment  of  real  estate  taxes  by  war 
veterans  in  need  who  are  blind,  paraplegic  or  have 
lost  two  or  more  limbs  as  a  result  of  military 
service,  1963  P.L.  174,  No.  104. 

Extends  the  act  to  include  veterans  with  total 
service-connected  disabilities. 

Approved :  3/17/78  Effective:  3/17/78  (Effective 

date  made  retroactive  to  1/1/78 
by  Act  1978-220) 

72  P.S.  4691  note,  4692 
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Act  1973-113  Cities  -  Second,  Second  A  and  Third  Class,  Boroughs, 
Towns,  Townships,  School  Districts  -  Second  to 
Fourth  Class  and  Independent 

Amends  Section  2  of  the  Local  Tax  Enabling  Act,  1965 
P.L.  1257,  No  511,  amended  1974  P.L.  941,  No.  310. 

Authorizes  local  taxing  authorities  to  exempt 
persons  whose  total  income  from  all  sources  is  less 
than  $3,200  from  the  earned  income  tax. 

Approved:  7/1/78  Effective:  7/1/78 

53  P.S.  690.2 


Act  1978-272  Senior  Citizens  Property  Tax  or  R.ent  Rebates 

Amends  Sections  4,  5  and  6  of  the  Senior  Citizens  Property 
Tax  or  Rent  Rebate  Act,  1971  P.L.  104,  No.  3,  reenacted 
and  amended  1975  P.L.  7,  No.  4,  and  Section  5  amended 
1977  P.L.  327,  No.  96. 

Provides  a  new  schedule  of  property  tax  rebates  or 
rent  rebates  in  lieu 

of  property  taxes  for  calendar  year  1978  and  thereafter  ranging  from  a 
100  percent  rebate  for  eligible  claimants  with  household  incomes  up 
to  $4,499  to  a  10  percent  rebate  for  eligible  claimants  with  household 
incomes  between  $8,500  and  $8,999;  increases  the  maximum  amount  of 
rebate  payable  from  $200  to  $400;  further  provides  for  the  filing  of 
late  claims;  substitutes  a  declaration  for  an  affidavit  or  widow  or 
widower  status. 

Approved:  11/22/78  Effective:  11/22/78  (Provisions 

relating  to  new  schedule  of 
rebates ,  maximum  rebate  and 
filing  of  late  claims  are 
retroactive  to  taxes  or  rent 
paid  on  or  after  1/1/78.) 


c.  Tax  Levy 


Act  1978-26  Cities  -  First  Class,  Counties  -  Second  to  Eighth 
Class 

Adds  Section  1.1  to  the  Intangible  Personal  Property 
Tax  Law,  1913  P.L.  507,  No.  335. 
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Authorizes  the  county  commissioners  of  each 
county  of  the  second  through  eighth  class  and 
the  city  council  in  cities  of  the  first  class  to 
determine  whether  or  not  to  impose  and  collect 
the  intangible  personal  property  tax. 

Approved:  4/18/78  Effective:  4/18/78 

72  P.S.  4821.1 


Act  1978-206  Cities  -  First  Class,  Counties  -  Second  to 
Eighth  Class 

Amends  Section  4.1  of  the  Intangible  Personal 
Property  Tax  Law,  1913  P.L.  507,  No.  335,  added 
1947  P.L.  1249,  No.  513. 

Authorizes  the  board  for  the  revision  of 
taxes  or  the  county  commissioners  to  fix  the 
date  for  payment  of  the  tax. 

Approved:  10/4/78  Effective:  10/4/78 

72  P.S.  4843.1  subsec.  (a) 


Act  1978-253  Counties 

Amends  Section  2  of  the  Realty  Transfer  Tax  Act, 
1951  P.L.  1742,  No.  467,  reenacted  and  amended 
1961  P.L.  13,  No.  9,  and  amended  1963  P.L.  561, 
No.  297,  1963  P.L.  586,  No.  305,  and  1963 
P.L.  1285,  No.  524. 

Redefines  "document  to  exclude  transfers 
made  in  any  sheriff  sale  instituted  by  a 
mortgagee  in  which  the  purchaser  of  the  sheriff 
sale  is  the  mortgagee  who  instituted  the  sale. 

Approved:  10/5/78  Effective:  10/5/78 

72  P.S.  3284 


-5- 


II.  LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  POLICIES  AND  PROCEDURES 


a.  Contracts  and  Purchases 


Act  1978-3  Cities,  Boroughs,  Towns,  Townships,  Counties, 

Authorities,  School  Districts,  Institution  Districts 

A  new  act,  known  as  the  Steel  Products  Procurement 
Act . 


Requires  every  public  agency  to  require  that 
every  contract  document  for  construction, 
reconstruction,  alteration,  repair,  improvement 
or  maintenance  of  public  works  contain  a  provision 
that,  if  any  steel  products  are  to  be  used  or 
supplied  in  the  performance  of  the  contract, 
only  steel  products  produced  in  the  United 
States  shall  be  used  or  supplied,  unless  the 
head  of  the  public  agency,  in  writing,  determines 
that  the  necessary  steel  products  are  not  produced 
in  the  United  State  in  sufficient  quantities  to 
meet  the  contract  requirements;  prohibits  a  public 
agency  from  authorizing  or  making  any  payments  to 
any  person  under  a  contract  covered  by  this  provision 
unless  the  public  agency  is  satisfied  the  person 
has  complied  with  the  provision;  provides  for  any 
payments  made  by  a  public  agency  which  should  not 
have  been  made  because  of  noncompliance  with  the 
contract  provisions  requiring  the  use  of  steel 
products  produced  in  the  United  States  to  be 
recoverable  directly  from  the  noncomplying 
contractor  or  subcontractor  by  either  the  public 
agency  or  the  Attorney  General  of  Pennsylvania 
upon  suit  filed  in  the  court  of  common  pleas  of 
any  county  in  which  the  contract  was  executed  or 
performed . 

Approved:  3/3/78  Effective:  5/2/78,  but 

not  applicable  to  any 
contract  awarded  pursuant 
to  an  invitation  for  bids 
issued  on  or  before  the 
effective  date. 

73  P.S.  1881  through  1887 
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Act  1978-30 


Counties  -  Third  Class,  Institution  Districts 


Amends  Section  315  cf  the  County  Institution  District 
Law,  1937  P.L.  2017,  No.  396,  amended  1955  P.L.  662, 
No.  184. 

Authorizes  the  county  commissioners  to  enter  into 
contracts  and  make  purchases  for  hospitals  which  are 
part  of  the  institution  district,  by  purchasing  off  or 
participating  in  contracts  for  materials,  supplies  and 
equipment  entered  into  by  a  nonprofit  cooperative 
hospital  service  association. 

Effective:  4/18/78  Effective:  4/18/78 

62  P.S.  2265 


Act  1978-44  Cities  -  Second  Class,  Counties  -  Second  Class 

Amends  Section  11,  subsections  A  and  B  of  the 
Public  Auditorium  Authorities  Law,  1953  P.L.  1034, 

No  270,  subsection  B,  amended  1965  P.L.  352,  No.  186. 

Increases  to  $2,000  the  amount  which  may  be 
purchased  or  contracted  for  without  advertisement 
or  bidding. 

Approved:  4/28/78  Effective:  4/28/78 

53  P.S.  23851 

NOTE:  See  also  Act  1978-244,  limit  increased  to  $2,500,  p.  11. 


Act  1978-95  Townships  -  First  Class 

Amends  Section  1802(b)  of  the  First  Class  Township 
Code,  1949  P.L.  1955,  No.  569,  amended  1961  P.L.  144, 
No.  69. 


Authorizes  the  awarding  of  contracts  at  the  same 
meeting  at  which  bids  are  opened  if  it  is  an  open 
meeting  of  the  township  commissioners;  requires  every 
contract  for  the  construction,  reconstruction,  repair, 
improvement  or  maintenance  of  public  works  to  contain  a 
provision  that  any  steel  products  used  or  supplied  in 
the  performance  of  the  contract  or  any  subcontracts  be 
from  steel  made  in  the  United  States. 

Became  law  without  Effective:  8/29/78 

the  Governor's 

signature:  6/30/78  53  P.S.  56802 
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Act  1978-121  Counties  -  Second  Class  and  Second  Class  A 

Amends  Section  2001(b)  of  the  Second  Class  County 
Code,  1953  P.L.  723,  No.  230,  amended  1963  P.L.  324, 
No.  177. 

Requires  that  the  acceptance  of  all  bids  be  by 
the  controller,  that  they  be  opened  publicly  at  a  time 
and  place  to  be  designated  in  the  notice  and  that  the 
figures  be  announced  publicly  by  the  chief  clerk  and 
referred  to  the  appropriate  departments  for  tabulation 
without  the  presence  of  the  commissioners;  authorizes, 
whenever  for  any  reason  the  bid  openings  are  not  held, 
that  the  business  be  transacted  at  a  subsequent  time 
if  at  least  five  days'  notice  is  published. 

Approved:  7/1/78  Effective:  8/30/78 

16  P.S.  5001(b) 


Act  1978-89  Boroughs 

Amends  Clause  (4)  of  Section  1201  and  adds  clauses  (76) 
and  (77)  to  Section  1202  of  the  Borough  Code,  1965 
P.L.  1656,  No  581,  Section  1202  (4),  amended  1973 
P.L.  308,  No.  96,  and  1974  P.L.  1033,  No.  336. 

Authorizes  a  borough  to  sell  borough-owned  real 
property  to  a  nonprofit  medical  service  corporation  for 
its  exclusive  use  as  a  site  for  a  medical  service  facility 
or  to  a  nonprofit  housing  corporation  for  its  exclusive 
use  for  housing  for  the  elderly;  exempts  such  sales  from 
the  advertising  and  bidding  requirements  and  authorizes 
council  to  elect  to  accept  such  nominal  consideration 
for  the  sale  as  deemed  appropriate;  provides  for  real 
property  sold  without  bidding  to  a  nonprofit  medical 
service  corporation  or  a  nonprofit  housing  corporation 
to  revert  to  the  borough  when  the  property  is  not  used 
for  the  purposes  of  the  corporation. 

Approved:  6/23/78  Effective:  6/23/78 

53  P.S.  46201  (4)  and 

46202  (76),  (77) 


Act  1978-157  Townships  -  First  Class 

Act  1978-158  Townships  -  Second  Class 

Act  157  amends  Section  1501  and  adds  clauses  LXXII 
and  LXXIII  to  Section  1502  of  the  First  Class 
Township  Code,  1949  P.L.  1955,  No.  569,  Section  1501, 
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amended  1972  P.L.  1037,  No.  258;  Act  158  amends 
Clause  II  of  Section  701  and  adds  clauses  LXXI  and 
LXXII  to  the  Second  Class  Township  Code,  1947 
P.L.  1482,  No.  567,  Section  701,  amended  1974 
P.L.  399,  No.  137. 

Increase  from  $500  to  $1,500  the  maximum  sum  for 
which  a  township  may  sell  real  estate  without  advertisement 
and  competitive  bidding;  authorize  a  township  to  sell 
township-owned  real  property  to  a  nonprofit  medical 
service  corporation  for  its  exclusive  use  as  a  site 
for  a  medical  service  facility  or  to  a  nonprofit  housing 
corporation  for  its  exclusive  use  for  housing  for  the 
elderly;  exempt  such  sales  from  the  advertising  and 
bidding  requirements  and  authorize  the  board  of 
commissioners  or  supervisors  to  accept  such  nominal 
consideration  for  the  sale  as  deemed  appropriate; 
provide  for  real  property  sold  without  bidding  to 
a  nonprofit  medical  service  corporation  or  a  nonprofit 
housing  corporation  to  revert  to  the  township  when  the 
property  is  not  used  for  the  purposes  of  the  corporation. 

Approved:  9/28/78  Effective:  11/27/78 

Act  157:  53  P.S.  56501,  56572 

and  56573A 

Act  158:  53  P.S.  65701  cl.  11, 

65771  and  65772 


Act  1978-193  Boroughs 

Amends  Section  1201(4)  of  the  Borough  Code,  1965 
P.L.  1656,  No.  581,  amended  1973  P.L.  308,  No.  96, 
and  1974  P.L.  1033,  No.  336. 

Authorizes  the  disposition  of  borough  personal 
property  valued  at  $200  or  more  by  public  auction. 

Approved:  10/4/78  Effective:  12/4/78 

53  P.S.  46201  cl.  (4) 


Act  1978-225 
Act  1978-226 
Act  1978-227 
Act  1978-228 
Act  1978-229 
Act  1978-230 
Act  1978-231 


Counties  -  Second  Class 
Boroughs 

State  Public  School  Building  Authority 
Townships  -  Second  Class 

Cities,  Boroughs,  Townships  -  First  Class 
Cities,  Boroughs,  Towns,  Townships 
Cities  -  Second  and  Third  Class,  Boroughs,  Towns, 
Townships,  Counties  -  Second  to  Eighth  Class, 
School  Districts,  Institution  Districts 
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Act  1978-232 
Act  1978-233 
Act  1978-234 
Act  1978-235 
Act  1978-236 
Act  1978-237 
Act  1978-238 

Act  1978-239 
Act  1978-240 
Act  1978-241 
Act  1978-242 

Act  1978-243 
Act  1978-244 
Act  1978-302 


Counties  -  Third  to  Eighth  Class 

Cities,  Boroughs,  Towns,  Townships,  Counties 

State  Highway  and  Bridge  Authority 

Pennsylvania  Public  Television  Network  Commission 

School  Districts 

Townships  -  First  Class 

Cities  -  Second,  Second  A  and  Third  Class,  Boroughs, 
Towns,  Townships,  Counties,  School  Districts 
Cities  -  Third  Class 
Cities  -  Second  Class 
Towns 

Cities  -  First,  Second  and  Second  A  Class,  Towns, 
Authorities,  School  Districts 
Pennsylvania  Transportation  Assistance  Authority 
Cities  -  Second  Class,  Counties  -  Second  Class 
Counties  -  Second  Class  and  Second  Class  A 


Amend  the  following  sections  of  law: 


Act  225 

Act  226 
Act  227 

Act  228 

Act  229 

Act  230 

Act  231 

Act  232 

Act  233 

Act  234 

Act  235 


Section  9.1  of  the  Second  Class  County 
Port  Authority  Act,  1955  P.L.  1414, 

No.  465,  amended  1970  P.L.  953,  No.  300; 
Sections  1402,  1403  and  1405  of  the  Borough 
Code,  amended  1976  P.L.  1236,  No.  274; 
Section  10  of  the  State  Public  School 
Building  Authority  Act,  1947  P.L.  1217, 

No.  498,  amended  1949  P.L.  636,  No.  142; 
Sections  802  and  802.1  of  the  Second  Class 
Township  Code,  1947  P.L.  1481,  No.  567, 
amended  1976  P.L.  1137,  No.  244; 

Section  11  of  the  Parking  Authority  Law, 
1947  P.L.  458,  No.  208,  amended  1976 
P.L.  1153,  No.  253; 

Section  3  of  the  Act  authorizing  cities, 
boroughs,  towns  and  townships  to  undertake 
flood  control  projects,  1936  Sp.  Sess. 

P.L.  95,  No.  38^,  amended  1976  P.L.  1152, 
No.  252; 

Section  2  of  the  Act  regulating  joint 
purchases,  1937  P.L.  526,  No.  118,  amended 
1976  P.L.  1151,  No.  251; 

Sections  1801,  1802  and  1803  of  the  County 
Code,  1955  P.L.  323,  No.  130,  amended  1976 
P.L.  1146,  No.  248; 

Section  10  of  the  Flood  Control  Law,  1936 
Sp .  Sess.  P.L.  106,  No.  46,  reenacted  and 
amended  1937  P.L.  43,  No.  18,  amended  1968 
P.L.  217,  No.  103; 

Section  13  of  the  State  Highway  and  Bridge 
Authority  Act,  1949  P.L.  604,  No.  128, 
amended  1963  P.L.  494,  No.  258; 

Section  4  of  the  Pennsylvania  Public 
Television  Network  Commission  Act,  1968 
P.L.  1075,  No.  329; 
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Act  236 


Act  237 

Act  238 

Act  239 

Act  240 

Act  241 

Act  242 

Act  243 

Act  244 

Act  302 


Sections  751  and  807.1  of  the  Public  School 
Code  of  1949,  P.1,.  30,  No.  14,  amended, 
respectively,  1970  P.L.  541,  No.  184,  and 
1972  P.L.  81,  No.  28; 

Sections  1802  and  1802.1  of  the  First 
Class  Township  Code,  1949  P.L.  1955,  No.  569, 
amended  1976  P.L.  1135,  No.  243; 

Adds  Section  7.1  to  the  Act  relating  to 
intergovernmental  cooperation,  1972  P.L.  762, 
No.  180; 

Sections  1901  and  1902  of  the  Third  Class 
City  Code,  1951  P.L.  662,  No.  164,  amended 
1976  P.L.  1140,  No.  245; 

Section  1.1  of  Article  XV  of  the  Second  Class 
City  Law,  1901  P.L.  20,  No.  14,  amended  1976 
P.L.  1142,  No.  246; 

Sections  2,  3,  3.1  and  5  of  the  Act  regulating 
contracts  of  incorporated  towns,  1953  P.L.  244, 
No.  34,  amended  1976  P.L.  1143,  No.  247; 

Section  1  of  the  Act  regulating  the  letting 
of  certain  contracts  for  the  erection  of  public 
buildings,  1913  P.L.  155,  No.  104,  amended 
1967  P.L.  296,  No.  124; 

Section  12  of  the  Pennsylvania  Transportation 
Assistance  Authority  Act  of  1967,  P.L.  27, 

No.  7,  amended  1968  P.L.  934,  No.  283; 

Section  11  of  the  Public  Auditorium  Authorities 
Law,  1953  P.L.  1034,  No.  270,  amended  1965 
P.L.  352,  No.  186; 

Section  2001  of  the  Second  Class  County  Code, 
1953  P.L.  723,  No.  230,  amended  1976  P.L.  1148, 
No.  249. 


Increase  to  $2,500  the  amount  which  may  be  purchased 
or  contracted  for  without  advertisement  and  bidding; 
require  every  contract  for  the  construction,  reconstruction, 
alteration,  repair,  improvement  or  maintenance  of  public 
works  to  comply  with  the  provisions  of  the  Steel  Products 
Procurement  Act  (Act  1978-3) .  Act  238  amends  the  Act 
relating  to  intergovernmental  cooperation  to  add  provisions 
relating  to  contracts  for  joint  purchases;  requires  that 
all  joint  purchases  involving  an  expenditure  of  more  than 
$2,500  be  made  by  contract,  in  writing,  only  after  notice 
for  bids  once  a  week  for  two  weeks  in  at  least  one  and 
not  more  than  two  newspapers  of  general  circulation  in 
the  joining  municipalities;  requires  that  all  contracts 
be  let  to  the  lowest  responsible  bidder. 

Approved:  Acts  225  Effective:  Acts  225  through  244  - 

through  12/4/78 

244  -  10/4/78  Act  302  -  1/25/79 

Act  302  -  11/26/78 
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Act 

225: 

55 

P.S. 

559.1 

Act 

226 

53 

P.S. 

46402,  46403 

and 

46405 

Act 

227 

24 

P.S. 

791.  10 

Act 

228 

53 

P.S. 

65802  and 

65802.1 

Act 

229 

53 

P.S. 

351 

Act 

230 

53 

P.S. 

2863 

Act 

231 

53 

P.S. 

5432 

Act 

232 

16 

P.S. 

1801,  1802 

and 

1803 

Act 

233 

32 

P.S. 

662 

Act 

234 

36 

P.S  . 

3613 

Act 

235 

71 

P.S. 

1188.4 

Act 

236: 

24 

P.S. 

8-807 

7-751 

.  1 

and 

Act 

237: 

53 

P.S. 

56803 

56802 

and 

Act 

238: 

53 

P.S. 

487.1 

Act 

239: 

53 

P.S. 

36902 

36901 

and 

Act 

240: 

53 

P.S. 

2330 

Act 

241 : 

53 

P.S.  53202, 
53203,  53203.1 
and  53205 

Act 

242: 

53 

P.S. 

1003 

Act 

243: 

66 

P.S. 

1912 

Act 

244: 

53 

P.S. 

23851 

Act 

302: 

16 

P.S. 

5001 

Act  1978-290  Counties  -  Second  Class  and  Second  Class  A 

Amends  Section  2001(c)  of  the  Second  Class 
County  Code,  1953  P.L.  723,  No.  230. 

Increases  from  20  to  60  days  the  maximum  amount 
of  time  after  a  contract  has  been  awarded  for  the 
successful  bidder  to  furnish  a  performance  bond,  unless 
a  shorter  period  is  prescribed  by  the  commissioners. 

Approved:  11/26/78  Effective:  1/25/80 

16  P.S.  5001(c) 


Act  1978-317  Cities,  Boroughs,  Towns,  Townships,  Counties, 

Authorities,  School  Districts,  Institution  Districts 

A  new  act. 

Regulates  the  awarding  and  execution  of  public 
contracts  exceeding  $50,000  for  construction, 
reconstruction,  alteration  or  repair  of  any  public 
building  or  other  public  work  or  public  improvement, 
including  heating  or  plumbing  contracts,  under  the 
terms  of  which  the  contractor  is  required  to  give  a 
performance  bond  and  labor  and  material  payment  bond 
under  the  Public  Works  Contractors’  Bond  Law  of  1967, 
excluding  work  performed  for  the  State  Highway  and 
Bridge  Authority;  requires  that  every  public  contract 
be  awarded  to  the  lowest  responsible  bidder  within 
60  days  of  the  date  of  bid  opening  or  that  all  bids 
be  rejected;  extends  the  period  for  awarding  a  contract 
or  rejecting  all  bids  to  120  days  of  the  date  of  the 
bid  opening  in  cases  where  the  award  is  delayed  by  a 
required  approval  of  another  government  agency,  the 
sale  of  bonds  or  the  award  of  a  grant  or  grants; 
authorizes  30-day  extensions  of  the  date  for  the 
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award  by  the  mutual  written  consent  of  the  contracting 
body  and  the  lowest  responsible  bidder;  requires  that  a 
contract  be  executed  by  the  contracting  body  within  30 
days  of  the  date  that  the  contract  is  awarded  and  requires 
that  the  successful  bidder  and  the  contracting  body  issue 
a  notice  to  proceed  unless  an  extension  is  agreed  upon; 
authorizes  a  public  contract  to  include  a  provision  for 
the  retainage  of  a  portion  of  the  amount  due  the  contractor 
to  insure  the  proper  performance  of  the  contract,  limited 
to  10  percent  of  the  amount  due  the  contractor  until  50 
percent  of  the  contract  is  completed  and  5  percent  of  the 
amount  due  the  contractor  on  the  work  remaining  after  the 
contract  is  50  percent  completed;  authorizes  an  additional 
retainage  in  the  event  of  a  dispute  between  the  contracting 
body  and  a  prime  contractor  based  on  increased  costs 
claimed  by  one  prime  contractor  caused  by  delays  or  other 
actions  of  another  prime  contractor;  requires  a  contractor 
to  pay  all  subcontractors  their  earned  share  of  the  payment 
within  20  days  of  the  receipt  of  payment  from  the  contracting 
body;  requires  that  a  public  contract  which  contains  a 
retainage  provision  contain  a  provision  requiring  that  the 
contractor  be  paid  in  full,  less  a  maximum  of  one  and  one- 
half  times  the  amount  required  to  complete  the  remaining 
uncompleted  items,  within  30  days  following  the  date  of 
substantial  completion  and  upon  receipt  by  the  contracting 
body  of  any  required  guarantee  bonds;  provides  for  the 
final  payment  to  the  contractor  after  substantial  completion 
of  the  contract  to  bear  six  percent  annual  interest  after 
the  date  the  payment  becomes  due  to  the  contractor;  requires 
that  disputes  over  the  payment  of  retainages  and  final 
payments  be  arbitrated  under  the  applicable  terms  of  the 
contract  or,  if  the  contract  contains  no  arbitration 
provisions,  upon  mutual  agreement  by  both  parties,  through 
the  Construction  Industry  Arbitration  Panel  of  the  American 
Arbitration  Association  or  in  accordance  with  the  Arbitration 
by  Contract  Law  (1927  P.L.  381,  No.  248)  ;  repeals  inconsistent 
legislation . 

Approved:  11/26/78  Effective:  2/26/79,  but  not 

applicable  to  any  contract 
awarded  pursuant  to  an 
invitation  for  bids  issued 
on  or  before  the  effective 
date . 


73  P.S.  1621  through  1631 


b.  Equal  Rights 


Acts  1978-17 
through 

1978-190 

Act  173 

Act  174 

Act  175 

Act  176 

Act  177 

Act  178 

Act  179 

Act  180 

Act  181 

Act  182 

Act  183 

Act  184 


3  Equal  Rights 


Amend  the  following  sections  of  law: 

Amends  Title  1  (General  Provisions)  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Consolidated  Statutes,  1970  P.L.  707, 

No.  230,  to  implement  Article  I,  Section  28  of 
the  Pennsylvania  Constitution  relating  to  equality 
of  rights  regardless  of  sex;  makes  conforming 
amendments  to  other  titles  and  repeals  inconsistent 
legislation ; 

Section  640  of  the  Inheritance  and  Estate  Tax  Act  of 
1961,  P.L.  373,  No.  207; 

Section  10  of  the  Notary  Public  Law,  1953  P.L.  1323, 

No.  373; 

Section  20  of  the  Local  Tax  Collection  Law,  1945 
P.L.  1050,  No.  394,  amended  1947  P.L.  372,  No.  169; 

Sections  13  and  19  of  the  Local  Tax  Enabling  Act, 

1965  P.L.  1257,  No.  511,  Section  19,  amended  1971 
P.L.  279,  No.  71; 

Section  1  of  the  Act  providing  for  admission  of 
children  to  Scotland  School  for  Veterans'  Children, 

1943  P.L.  302,  No.  140,  amended  1955  P.L.  846,  No.  249. 

Section  20(c)  of  the  First  Class  City  Permanent 
Registration  Act,  1937  P.L.  115,  No.  40,  amended 
1941  P.L.  710,  No.  279; 

Section  402  of  the  Landlord  and  Tenant  Act  of  1951, 

P.L.  69,  No.  20; 

Section  1  of  the  Beauty  Culture  Law,  1933  P.L.  242, 

No.  86,  amended  1952  P.L.  2047,  No.  578; 

Sections  2,  4,  7,  11  and  21  of  the  Child  Labor  Law, 

1915  P.L.  286,  No.  177,  as  amended; 

Section  10  of  the  Act  creating  the  Department  of 
Public  Welfare,  1921  P.L.  1144,  No.  425; 

Sections  679,  1801  and  1809(a)  of  the  Public  School 
Code  of  1949,  P.L.  30,  No.  14,  as  amended; 
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Act  185 


Act  186 


Act  187 


Act  188 


Act  189 


Act  190 


Section  1(1)  of  the  Act  regulating  private  trade 
schools  and  classes,  1945  P.L.  401,  No.  165,  amended 
1949  P.L.  1008,  No.  292; 

Sections  402  (repealed),  644,  1502  (clauses  XXXVIII 
and  XLVII.II)  and  1621  of  the  First  Class  Township 
Code,  1949  P.L.  1955,  No.  569,  Section  1502,  clause 
XLVII.II  added  1957  P.L.  469,  No.  263; 

Section  702,  clauses  XVII  and  LVII  of  the  Second 
Class  Township  Code,  1947  P.L.  1481,  No.  567,  clause 
LVII,  added  1957  P.L.  641,  No.  349; 

Sections  2403  (clauses  34,  39  and  41),  2505,  2601, 

3705,  4301,  4303(c)  and  (d) ,  4305,  4308,  4320,  4321, 
4322,  4324,  4340,  4343,  4344  and  4408  of  the  Third 
Class  City  Code,  1951  P.L.  662,  No.  164,  as  amended; 

Sections  1190,  1202  (clauses  59  and  65)  and  2816  of 
the  Borough  Code,  1965  P.L.  1656,  No.  581,  Section  1190 
amended  1967  P.L.  399,  No.  181; 

Section  402(b),  Article  XIX,  subdivision  (b) , 

Sections  1916(a),  1921(a),  1923(g)  and  2175  of  the 
County  Code,  1955  P.L.  323,  No.  130,  Section  1921(a) 
amended  1975  P.L.  488,  No.  145,  and  Section  2175 
amended  1972  P.L.  468,  No.  149. 


Provide  for  equal  rights  between  men  and  women. 
Package  includes  amendments  to  Local  Tax  Collection 
Law,  Local  Tax  Enabling  Act  and  Public  School  Code 
prohibiting  a  tax  collector  from  proceeding  against  a 
spouse  or  his  employer  until  he  has  pursued  collection 
remedies  against  the  delinquent  taxpayer  and  his  employer 
and  an  amendment  to  the  pension  provisions  of  the  Third 
Class  City  Code  providing  for  the  payment  of  survivor 
benefits  to  the  surviving  spouse  of  a  pension  fund 
member,  rather  than  only  to  a  surviving  widow. 

Approved:  10/4/78  Effective:  12/4/78  (except 

Act  177,  effective  10/4/78). 


Act 

173: 

1  Pa.C.S.A. 

2301 

Act 

178 

24  P.S. 

2695 

18 

Pa .C . S . A. 

4303  and 

5902 

Act 

179 

25  P.S. 

623-20 

cl.  (c) 

20 

Pa.C.S .A. 

2519 

Act 

180 

68  P.S. 

250.402 

42 

Pa . C . S . A. 

5925 

Act 

181 

63  P.S. 

507 

51 

Pa . C . S . A. 

3301(c)  , 

3501, 

Act 

182 

43  P.S. 

42,  46, 

48,  52 

4103  and  7108 

and  63 

54 

Pa . C .S .A. 

704 

Act 

183 

71  P.S. 

1470 

59 

Pa.C.S.A. 

312  and 

342 

Act 

184- 

24  P.S. 

6-679, 

18-1801 

Act 

174: 

72 

P.S.  2485 

-640 

and  18 

-1809 

Act 

175: 

57 

P.S.  156 

Act 

185: 

24  P.S. 

1725.1 

cl.  (1) 

Act 

176: 

72 

P.S.  5511 

.20 

Act 

186: 

53  P.S. 

55644, 

56538, 

Act 

177: 

53 

P.S.  6913 

and  6919 

56548. 

1  and  56621 
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Act  187: 
Act  188: 


Act  1978-309 


Act  1978-45 


53  P.S.  65717  and  65757 
53  P.S.  37403  els.  34,  39 
and  41,  37505,  37601, 
38705,  39301,  39303, 
39305,  39308,  39320, 
39321,  39322,  39324, 
39340,  39343,  39344 
and  39408 


Equal  Rights 

Amends  the  following  sections  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Human  Relations  Act,  1955  P.L.  744,  No.  222: 

Section  4,  clause  (b) ,  amended  1974  P.L.  966, 

No.  318; 

Section  5,  clause  (a),  amended  1974  P.L.  966, 

No.  318; 

Section  5,  clause  (i) ,  subclause  (1),  amended 
1974  P.L.  966,  No.  318; 

Section  7,  clauses  (j)  and  (k) . 

Provides  for  equal  rights  between  men  and  women. 
Approved:  11/26/78  Effective:  1/25/79 

43  P.S.  954,  955  and  957 


Act  189:  53  P.S.  46190,  46202 

els.  (59)  and  (65) 
and  47816 

Act  190:  16  P.S.  402(b),  1916(a), 

1921(a),  1923(g)  and 
2175 


c.  Fees  and  Fines 


Counties  -  Second  to  Eighth  Class 

Amends  Section  1  of  the  Sheriff  Fee  Law  of  1949, 
P.L.  927,  No.  261,  amended  1970  P.L.  500,  No.  175, 
and  1974  P.L.  752,  No.  253. 

Increases  various  fees. 

Approved:  4/28/78  Effective:  6/27/78 

16  P.S.  11301 
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Act  1978-65 


Counties 


Amends  Section  9  of  the  Act  for  the  levy  and  collection 
of  taxes  on  proceedings  in  courts  and  in  the  offices  of 
register  and  recorder,  1830  P.L.  272,  No.  15.7. 

Requires  that  the  cost  of  the  prothonotary ’ s  bond  be 
paid  by  the  county. 

Approved:  6/15/78  Effective:  6/15/78 

72  P.S.  3213 


Act  1978-71  Counties  Second  to  Eighth  Class 
A  new  act. 

Establishes  the  fees  to  be  charged  and  collected  by 
the  clerks  of  courts  in  second  through  eighth  class 
counties  or  equivalent  officer  in  home  rule  counties; 
repeals  existing  legislation  establishing  such  fees. 

Approved:  6/22/78  Effective:  12/1/78 

16  P.S.  1317  17  P.S.  444 ,  445 
and  447.1  (repealed) 

Act  1978-101  Counties  Third  to  Eighth  Class 

Amends  Section  1  of  the  Act  establishing  the  fees  to  be 
received  by  the  clerks  of  courts  in  counties  of  the  third 
through  eighth  classes,  1947  P.L.  956,  No.  403,  amended 
1967  P.L.  370,  No.  167. 

Changes  the  fee  for  money  collected  and  distributed 
pursuant  to  a  support  order  from  20  cents  to  50  cents  for 
each  payment . 

Approved:  7/1/78  Effective:  8/30/78 

17  P.S.  447.1 


Act  1978-102  Counties 

Amends  Section  3  of  the  Act  designating  certain  clerks  of 
courts  agents  of  the  Commonwealth  in  the  collection  and 
transmission  of  fines  and  forfeitures  for  the  use  of  the 
Commonwealth,  1949  P.L.  919,  No.  257,  amended  1959  P.L. 
1405,  No.  501. 
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Changes  the  day  for  rendering  returns  to  the 
Department  of  Revenue  from  the  first  Monday  after 
the  first  Tuesday  of  each  month  to  not  later  than 
the  fifteenth  day  of  the  month  for  fines  received 
during  the  preceding  month;  provides  that  presentation 
of  a  receipt  indicating  that  the  fines  were  mailed 
by  registered  or  certified  mail  on  or  before  the 
deadline  date  shall  be  evidence  of  timely  filing. 

Approved:  7/1/78  Effective:  8/30/78 

17  P.S.  1500.3 


Act  1978-296  Cities,  Boroughs,  Towns,  Townships,  Counties 

Amends  Section  13  of  the  Pennsylvania  Sewage 
Facilities  Act,  1965  P.L.  1535,  No.  537,  amended 
1974  P.L.  621,  No.  208. 

Requires  that  fines  imposed  for  violations 
under  the  act  be  paid  to  the  city,  borough,  town 
or  township  in  which  the  offense  was  committed 
and  that  costs  imposed  in  connection  with  such 
violations  be  paid  to  the  county  in  which  the 
offense  was  committed. 

Approved:  11/26/78  Effective:  1/25/79 

35  P.S.  750.13 


d.  Financial  Procedures 


Act  1978-18  Counties  -  Third  to  Eighth  Class 

Amends  Section  721,  subsections  (a),  (c)  and  (d)  of 
the  County  Code,  1955  P.L.  323,  No  130,  subsection  (a), 
amended  1965  P.L.  1160,  No.  454,  and  subsections  (c) 
and  (d) ,  amended  1967  P.L.  342,  No.  147. 

Changes  from  April  1  to  May  1  the  date  for  reports 
by  auditors  to  courts  of  common  pleas  and  to  the 
Department  of  Community  Affairs. 

Approved:  4/18/78  Effective:  6/19/78 

16  P.S.  721  (a),  (c),  (d) 
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Act  1978-27 


Counties  -  Third  to  Eighth  Class 


Adds  Section  1706  to  the  County  Code,  1955  P.L.  323, 

No.  130. 

Authorizes  the  county  commissioners  or  any 
individual  serving  in  an  elective  county  office  to 
invest  county  moneys  not  otherwise  required  or 
authorized  to  be  invested  that  their  office  is  required 
to  collect,  administer  or  disburse  by  depositing  the 
moneys  in  interest-bearing  accounts  in  institutions 
insured  by  the  Federal  Deposit  Insurance  Corporation, 
the  National  Credit  Union  Share  Insurance  Fund  or  the 
Federal  Savings  and  Loan  Insurance  Corporations,  or 
by  investing  in  United  States  Government  obligations 
or  United  States  guaranteed  obligations;  prohibits 
the  term  of  any  investment  from  extending  beyond  the 
term  of  office  of  the  county  official  who  made  the 
investment  and  prohibits  any  monetary  disbursement 
required  by  law  or  contract  from  being  delayed  or 
withheld  for  the  purpose  of  gaining  any  return  on  an 
investment;  requires  that  all  accrued  interest  on  the 
investments  be  paid  to  the  county  treasurer  for  deposit 
into  the  general  fund  of  the  county,  except  where 
otherwise  provided  by  law. 

Approved:  4/18/78  Effective:  4/18/78 

16  P.S.  1706 


Act  1978-52  Cities  -  Second,  Second  A  and  Third  Class,  Boroughs, 

Towns,  Townships,  Counties,  Institution  Districts, 

School  Districts 

Reenacts  and  amends  the  Local  Government  Unit  Debt  Act, 

1972  P.L.  781 ,  No.  185. 

Among  the  most  significant  changes  to  the  act  are 
the  following:  Requires  that  all  outstanding  nonelectoral 
debt  and  lease  rental  debt  be  considered  in  determining 
debt  limits  in  each  instance  of  borrowing  and  limits  the 
aggregate  of  nonelectoral  debt  and  lease  rental  debt  to 
200  percent  of  the  borrowing  base  for  school  districts 
of  the  first  class,  400  percent  of  the  borrowing  base 
for  counties  and  350  percent  of  the  borrowing  base  for 
all  other  units  of  local  government;  further  provides 
for  procedures  to  exclude  subsidized  debt,  self-liquidating 
debt  evidenced  by  revenue  bonds  or  notes  and  other  self- 
liquidating  debt  to  determine  net  indebtedness;  permits 
borrowing  for  capital  purposes,  not  in  excess  of  $50,000 
or  30  percent  of  the  borrowing  base  and  limited  to 
five-year  notes,  by  resolution  rather  than  ordinance 
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and  without  notice  to  the  Department  of  Community 
Affairs;  removes  the  requirement  that  separate 
sinking  funds  be  created  for  each  new  debt  incurred; 
removes  the  requirement  that  the  borrowing  base 
certificate  be  executed  by  the  auditors  and 
authorizes  execution  of  the  certificate  by  any 
authorized  official  of  the  local  government  unit 
or  an  independent  accountant. 

Approved:  4/28/78  Effective:  4/28/78 

53  P.S.  6780-1  et  seq. 


Act  1978-64  Cities,  Boroughs,  Towns,  Townships,  Counties, 

Authorities,  School  Districts,  Institution  Districts 

Amends  Section  1  of  the  Act  removing  for  a  limited 
time  the  statutory  limits  on  interest  rates  and 
costs  on  obligations  issued  by  state  and  local 
governments,  authorities,  agencies  and  instrumentalities, 
1970  P.L.  485,  No.  165,  amended  1976  P.L.  55,  No.  23. 

Extends  the  provisions  of  the  act  for  two  or 
more  years  until  June  30,  1980. 

Approved:  6/13/78  Effective:  6/13/78 

72  P.S.  4051 


Act  1978-129  Counties  -  Third  to  Eighth  Class 

Amends  Section  1751  of  the  County  Code,  1955  P.L.  323, 
No.  130. 

Authorizes  the  county  treasurer  and  the 
controller  in  those  counties  having  a  controller 
to  use  a  facsimile  signature  on  any  check  for  the 
payment  of  wages  or  salaries  of  county  employes 
which  they  are  required  to  sign. 

Approved:  7/1/78  Effective:  8/30/78 

16  P.S.  1751 


Act  1978-218  Counties  -  Third  to  Eighth  Class 

Act  1978-219  Counties  -  First  Class 

Act  218  amends  Section  1911(c)  of  the  County  Code, 

1955  P.L.  323,  No.  130,  amended  1973  P.L.  423,  No.  147. 
Act  219  amends  Section  4  of  the  Act  relating  to  the 
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burial  of  deceased  service  persons  in  counties  of 
the  first  class,  1935  P.L.  326,  No.  149,  amended 
1971  P.L.  512,  No.  121. 

Require  the  undertaker  to  provide  certification 
of  his  services,  rather  than  an  affidavit,  in 
order  to  be  paid  by  the  county  for  burial  of  a 
deceased  service  person  or  spouse. 

Approved:  10/4/78  Effective:  10/4/78 

Act  218:  16  P.S.  1911(c) 
Act  219:  16  P.S.  8064 


Act  1978-310  Counties 

A  new  act . 

Validates  county  treasurer's  deeds  made 
prior  to  December  31,  1965,  where  no  proof  of 
service  was  filed  or  where  the  property  was  not 
properly  posted  or  where  the  certificate  of 
posting  was  not  filed. 

Approved:  11/26/78  Effective:  11/26/78 

21  P.S.  283.3 


e.  Public  Records 


Act  1978-123  Cities  -  Second,  Second  A  and  Third  Class,  Boroughs, 
Towns,  Townships,  Counties  -  Second  to  Eighth  Class 

Adds  subsection  (d)  to  Section  210  of  the  Home  Rule 
Charter  and  Optional  Plans  Law,  1972  P.L.  184,  No.  62. 

Requires  that  all  records,  reports,  tapes,  minutes 
of  meetings  and  written  discussions  of  the  government 
study  commission,  upon  its  discharge,  be  turned  over 
to  the  municipal  clerk  or  secretary  for  permanent 
safekeeping  and  made  available  for  public  inspection 
at  any  time  during  regular  business  hours. 

Approved:  7/1/78  Effective:  7/1/78 

53  P.S.  1-210  (d) 
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Act  1978-305  Cities,  Boroughs,  Towns,  Townships,  Counties 

A  new  act,  known  as  the  Criminal  History  Record 
Information  Act. 

Provides  for  the  completeness  and  accuracy 
of  criminal  history  record  information;  regulates 
the  dissemination  of  and  establishes  requirements 
for  confidentiality  and  security  of  criminal 
history  record  information;  requires  the  Attorney 
General  to  conduct  annual  aduits  of  the  central 
State  Police  repository  and  of  a  representative 
sample  of  all  repositories  of  criminal  history 
record  information  to  ensure  that  the  provisions 
of  the  act  are  upheld;  provides  for  the  right  of 
any  individual  or  his  legal  representative  to 
review,  challenge,  correct  and  appeal  the 
accuracy  and  completeness  of  his  criminal  history 
record  information;  requires  all  criminal  justice 
agencies,  including  courts,  state  and  municipal 
police  departments,  local  detention  facilities, 
county,  regional  and  state  correctional 
facilities,  probation  agencies,  district  or 
prosecuting  attorneys,  parole  boards  and  pardon 
boards,  which  maintain  criminal  history  record 
information  to  inform  the  public  and  post  in  a 
public  place  notice  of  the  existence,  purpose, 
use  and  accessibility  of  the  criminal  history 
record  information  which  they  maintain;  provides 
penalties  for  violations  and  authorizes  civil 
actions  under  the  act;  repeals  inconsistent  acts 
and  parts  of  acts. 

Approved:  11/26/78  Effective:  7/1/79 

19  P.S.  1511  through  1536 


f.  Tort  Claims 


Act  1978-330  Cities,  Boroughs,  Towns,  Townships,  Counties, 
Authorities,  School  Districts 

A  new  act,  known  as  the  Political  Subdivision 
Tort  Claims  Act. 

Provides  a  comprehensive  procedure  for  the 
presentation  of  tort  claims  against  political 
subdivisions;  establishes  the  principle  of 
governmental  immunity  from  liability  for  any 
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damages  on  account  of  any  injury  to  a  person  or 
property  caused  by  any  act  or  omission  of  a 
political  subdivision,  an  employee  of  a  political 
subdivision  or  any  other  person;  provides  for 
exceptions  to  governmental  immunity  under'  specific 
conditions  and  enumerates  specific  actions  or 
activities  by  a  political  subdivision  or  any  of 
its  employees  which  may  result  in  the  imposition 
of  liability  on  a  political  subdivision;  provides 
for  an  employee  of  a  political  subdivision  to  be 
liable  for  civil  damages  on  account  of  any  injury 
to  a  person  or  property  caused  by  his  acts  or 
omissions  only  to  the  same  extent  as  his  employing 
political  subdivision  and  subject  to  specific 
limitations;  provides  for  the  defense  of  official 
immunity;  provides  for  cases  in  which  it  is 
mandatory  and  cases  in  which  it  is  optional  for  a 
political  subdivision  to  defend  an  action  against 
an  employee;  provides  for  indemnity  by  political 
subdivisions;  limits  the  maximum  amount  of  damages 
arising  from  the  same  cause  of  action  or  occurrence 
or  series  of  causes  of  action  or  occurrences  to 
$500,000  in  the  aggregate  and  enumerates  specific 
types  of  losses  for  which  damages  are  recoverable; 
provides  for  jurisdiction  and  venue  and  establishes 
the  procedures  for  the  filing  of  a  claim  or 
action  against  a  political  subdivision  or  its 
employees;  provides  for  the  enforcement  of  judgments 
against  political  subdivisions;  authorizes  a 
political  subdivision  to  purchase  insurance  on 
itself  or  its  employees  for  any  liability  arising 
from  the  performance  of  their  duties  within  the 
scope  of  their  employment;  authorizes  a  political 
subdivision  to  employ  a  professional  risk  manager 
responsible  for  the  administration  of  a  public 
liability  insurance  program  and  the  initiation  of 
a  risk  management  program  for  the  political 
subdivision  and  its  employees;  authorizes  any  two 
or  more  political  subdivisions  to  cooperate  in 
the  development  of  a  group  risk  management  program, 
the  purchase  of  public  liability  insurance  or  the 
pooling  of  their  public  liability  insurance 
risks;  authorizes  coinsurance  of  political 
subdivisions  under  a  master  policy  with  the  total 
premium  prorated  among  the  political  subdivisions; 
authorizes  any  county  to  undertake  a  group  risk 
management  program  or  public  liability  insurance 
program  on  behalf  of  itself  and  any  other  political 
subdivisions  within  the  county  wishing  to  participate 
in  the  programs;  authorizes  any  political  subdivision 
to  self-insure  and  requires  that  self-insurance 
be  funded  on  an  annual  basis  by  appropriations  to 
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establish  a  self-insurance  reserve;  repeals 
inconsistent  provisions  of  the  municipal  codes 
and  other  inconsistent  legislation. 


Approved:  11/26/78 


Effective:  1/25/79 

applicable  to  all 
of  action  arising 


and 

causes 
thereafter . 


53  P.S.  5311.101  et  seq. 
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III.  LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  SERVICES,  FACILITIES  AND  PROGRAMS 


a.  Emergency  Management 


Act  1978-42  Cities,  Boroughs,  Towns,  Townships,  Counties, 

School  Districts,  Institution  Districts 

A  new  act,  known  as  the  Emergency  Telephone  Act. 

Requires  the  statutory  administrative 
department  designated  by  the  Governor  to  carry 
out  the  provisions  of  the  act  (telecommunications 
bureau)  to  develop  a  statewide  emergency 
telephone  number  911  plan  which  will  provide 
citizens  with  rapid  direct  access  to  public 
emergency  operation  centers  by  dialing  the 
telephone  number  911;  requires  that  the  plan 
be  submitted  to  the  legislature  for  proposed 
enactment  within  18  months  of  the  effective 
date  of  the  act;  requires  the  plan  to  provide 
for  the  public  agency  emergency  telephone 
communications  requirements  for  each  entity  of 
local  government  in  the  state  and  a  system  to 
meet  specific  local  government  requirements; 
requires  that  the  system  include  law  enforcement, 
fire  fighting  and  emergency  medical  services 
and  authorizes  the  inclusion  of  other  emergency 
services  such  as  poison  control,  suicide 
prevention  and  civil  defense  services;  requires 
identification  of  existing  911  systems  in 
operation,  recommendations  for  coordinating 
existing  systems  and  new  systems  and  identification 
of  mutual  aid  agreements  necessary  to  obtain 
an  effective  911  system;  requires  analysis  of 
costs  necessary  to  establish  and  operate  a 
statewide  911  system  at  both  the  state  and 
local  government  levels,  identification  of 
possible  sources  of  revenue  to  be  used  for  the 
payment  of  costs  and  identification  of  federal, 
state,  local  and  private  funding  sources 
available;  requires  the  plan  to  include  a 
proposed  schedule  for  implementation;  requires 
that  the  plan  and  proposed  implementation 
schedules  relating  to  public  agencies  be 
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published  for  public  comment  and  review; 
provides  for  the  administration  and  funding  of 
the  telecommunications  bureau. 


Approved:  4/28/78  Effective:  4/28/78 

35  P.S.  7001  through 
7006 


Act  1978-323  Cities,  Boroughs,  Towns,  Townships,  Counties 

Adds  Part  V,  known  as  the  Emergency  Management 
Services  Code,  to  Title  35  (Health  and  Safety) 
of  the  Pennsylvania  Consolidated  Statutes, 

1970  P.L.  707,  No.  230.  Repeals  the  State 
Council  of  Civil  Defense  Act  of  1951,  P.L.  28, 

No.  4,  and  the  following  other  acts  relating 
to  disaster  and  emergency  relief : 

1951  P.L.  42,  No.  6; 

1951  P.L.  47,  No.  7; 

1961  P.L.  129,  No.  60; 

1961  P.L.  515,  No.  265. 

Enacts  into  law  the  Interstate  Civil 
Defense  and  Disaster  Compact  to  provide  for 
mutual  aid  among  the  states  in  meeting  any 
emergency  or  disaster  from  enemy  attack  or 
other  cause,  natural  or  otherwise;  provides 
for  the  authority  relating  to  temporary  housing, 
debris  and  wreckage  removal,  community  disaster 
loans,  individual  and  family  assistance, 
appropriation  of  federal  funds  and  use  and 
appropriation  of  unused  Commonwealth  funds; 
authorizes  the  Governor,  upon  determining  that 
a  political  subdivision  will  suffer  a  substantial 
loss  of  tax  and  other  revenues  from  a  major 
disaster  and  has  demonstrated  a  need  for 
financial  assistance  to  perform  its  governmental 
functions,  to  apply  to  the  federal  government 
on  behalf  of  the  political  subdivision  for  a 
loan  and  to  receive  and  disburse  the  proceeds 
of  any  approved  loan  to  any  applicant  political 
subdivision;  authorizes  the  Governor  to  recommend 
cancellation  of  repayment  of  all  or  part  of 
the  federal  loan  when,  in  the  first  three  full 
fiscal  periods  following  the  major  disaster, 
the  revenues  of  the  political  subdivision  are 
insufficient  to  meet  its  operating  expenses, 
including  disaster-related  expenses;  provides 
for  the  acquisition  of  sites  by  political 
subdivisions  for  temporary  housing  for  disaster 
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victims;  creates  the  Pennsylvania  Emergency 
Management  Agency  composed  of  the  Governor, 

Lieutenant  Governor,  Adjutant  General,  Attorney 
General,  Secretaries  of  Health,  Community  Affairs, 
Environmental  Resources,  Transportation,  Agriculture 
and  Public  Welfare,  State  Police  Commissioner,  PUC 
Chairman,  Speaker  of  the  House,  President  pro  tempore 
of  the  Senate  and  minority  leaders  of  the  House  and 
Senate;  provides  for  the  powers  and  duties  of  the 
office  relating  to  civil  defense  and  disaster 
preparedness,  operations  and  recovery;  directs  each 
political  subdivision  to  establish  a  local  emergency 
management  organization;  provides  for  the  declaration 
of  a  local  disaster  emergency;  authorizes  each 
political  subdivision  included  in  a  gubernatorial 
declaration  of  disaster  emergency  to  exercise 
emergency  powers  provided  under  the  act,  when  the 
emergency  situation  demands,  without  regard  to 
time-consuming  procedures  prescribed  by  law  pertaining 
to  the  performance  of  public  work,  entering  into 
contracts,  the  incurring  of  obligations,  the  employment 
of  temporary  workers,  the  rental  of  equipment,  the 
purchase  of  supplies  and  materials,  the  levying  of 
taxes  and  the  appropriation  and  expenditure  of 
public  funds;  provides  for  the  appointment  of  local 
and  county  coordinators  of  emergency  management; 
provides  for  powers  and  duties  of  political 
subdivisions  of  the  expenses  of  local  emergency 
management  organizations;  authorizes  any  political 
subdivision  included  in  a  gubernatorial  declaration 
of  disaster  emergency  to  clear  any  roadways  necessary 
for  the  safety  and  welfare  of  residents  even  though 
the  roadways  are  not  officially  the  responsibility 
of  the  political  subdivision  and  authorizes  a 
political  subdivision  or  municipal  authority  owning 
or  operating  a  water  system  damaged  or  destroyed  as 
a  direct  result  of  a  disaster  emergency  to  lease  or 
hire  personnel  and  equipment  needed  to  restore  the 
water  system;  provides  for  programs  to  reimburse 
political  subdivisions  or  municipal  authorities  for 
the  cost  of  clearing  roadways  or  restoring  water 
systems;  provides  benefits  for  accidental  injury 
for  all  duly  enrolled  emergency  management  volunteers 
who  are  not  eligible  to  receive  benefits  under  the 
workmen's  compensation  laws;  transfers  personnel, 
appropriations  and  property  of  the  State  Council  of 
Civil  Defense  to  the  Pennsylvania  Emergency  Management 
Agency. 

Approved:  11/26/78  Effective:  11/26/78 

35  Pa.  C.S.A.  7101  et  seq. 
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b.  Environmental  Protection 


Act  1978-41  Cities,  Boroughs,  Towns,  Townships,  Counties, 

School  Districts 

A  new  act,  known  as  the  Pennsylvania  Appalachian 
Trail  Act. 

Authorizes  the  Commonwealth,  through  the 
Department  of  Environmental  Resources,  to  enter 
into  written  cooperative  agreements  with  political 
subdivisions,  landowners,  private  organizations  and 
individuals  to  acquire,  by  agreement,  gift,  eminent 
domain  or  purchase,  land,  rights-of-way  and  easements 
for  the  purpose  of  establishing,  protecting  and 
maintaining  a  walking  trail  right-of-way  across  the 
Commonwealth  known  as  the  Appalachian  Trail;  authorizes 
such  agreements  and  acquisitions  under  terms  and 
conditions  which  protect  the  interests  of  the 
actual  or  adjacent  landowners  or  land  users  and 
further  the  purposes  of  the  act;  authorizes  the 
department  to  make  payments  in  lieu  of  property 
taxes  on  lands  acquired  for  or  subject  to  trail  use 
in  accordance  with  the  Forest  Reserves  Municipal 
Financial  Relief  Law;  limits  the  total  amount  of 
land,  other  than  tillable  farmland,  acquired  by 
eminent  domain  to  an  average  of  125  acres  per  mile 
of  trail;  limits  the  acquisition  of  tillable  farmland 
by  eminent  domain  to  a  footpath  not  more  than  25 
feet  wide  across  the  land  until  the  owner  of  the 
land  evidences  plans  to  convert  the  land  to  nonfarming 
use;  authorizes  any  department  or  agency  of  the 
Commonwealth  or  any  political  subdivision  to  transfer 
to  the  department  land  or  rights  in  land  for  trail 
purposes  or  to  enter  into  an  agreement  with  the 
department  providing  for  the  establishment  and 
protection  of  the  trail;  provides  for  the  holding, 
development  and  administration  of  the  Appalachian 
Trail  primarily  as  a  footpath  in  accordance  with 
the  provisions  of  the  National  Trails  System  Act 
applicable  to  the  Appalachian  Trail  as  part  of  the 
National  Scenic  Trails  System;  prohibits  the  use  of 
motorized  vehicles  by  the  general  public  along  the 
trail,  but  permits  the  owner  of  private  land  over 
which  the  trail  passes  to  use  or  authorize  the  use 
of  motorized  vehicles  by  the  general  public  along 
the  trail,  but  permits  the  owner  of  private  land 
over  which  the  trail  passes  to  use  or  authorize  the 
use  of  motorized  vehicles  for  nonrecreational 
purposes  incident  to  the  management  of  the  land  and 
authorizes  the  department  to  authorize  the  use  of 
the  trail  by  motorized  emergency  vehicles;  authorizes 
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the  department  to  permit  other  uses  of  the  trail 
and  land  acquired  for  the  trail  for  purposes  which 
will  not  interfere  with  the  primary  use  of  the 
trail  and  to  grant  temporary  or  permanent  rights- 
of-way  across  lands  acquired  under  the  act; 
preserves  the  right  of  the  public  to  pass  over 
roads  which  are  part  of  the  trail,  the  right,  of  the 
department  to  perform  work  necessary  for  forest 
fire  prevention  and  control,  insect,  pest  and 
disease  control,  and  the  removal  of  damage  caused 
by  natural  disaster  and  the  right  of  public  utilities 
to  construct,  operate  or  maintain  overhead  or 
underground  facilities  at  points  of  intersection 
with  or  in  close  proximity  to  the  trail;  authorizes 
the  department  to  enter  into  cooperative  agreements 
with  agencies  of  the  federal  government,  political 
subdivisions  or  private  organizations  to  provide 
for  the  maintenance  of  the  trail;  exempts  landowners 
who  have  granted  trail  rights-of-way  across  their 
land  from  liability  to  trail-users  for  injuries 
suffered,  unless  the  injuries  are  caused  by  the 
landowner's  willful  or  wanton  misconduct;  gives 
political  subdivisions  through  which  the  Appalachian 
Trail  passes  the  power  and  duty  to  take  action 
consistent  with  applicable  law,  as  at  least  an 
interim  measure,  to  conserve  and  maintain  the  trail 
as  a  public  natural  resource;  empowers  such 
municipalities  to  act  in  that  section  of  the 
municipality  through  which  the  Appalachian  Trail 
passes  without  zoning  the  entire  municipality  as 
required  under  the  Pennsylvania  Municipalities 
Planning  Code;  requires  the  Secretary  of  Environmental 
Resources  to  appoint  a  9-member  Pennsylvania  Appalachian 
Trail  Committee  representing  different  Appalachian 
Trail  interests  to  advise  him  in  matters  relating 
to  the  trail. 

Approved:  4/28/78  Effective:  6/27/78 

64  P.S.  801  through  805 


Act  1978-166  Cities,  Boroughs,  Towns,  Townships,  Counties 

A  new  act,  known  as  the  Flood  Plain  Management  Act. 

Requires  each  municipality  identified  by  the 
U.S.  Department  of  Housing  and  Urban  Development  as 
having  an  area  or  areas  subject  to  flooding  to 
participate  in  the  National  Flood  Insurance  Program; 
requires  that  flood  plain  management  regulations  be 
adopted  and  administered  in  accordance  with  the 
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provisions  of  the  Pennsylvania  Municipalities 
Planning  Code  or  other  applicable  legislation,  but 
authorizes  a  municipality  to  adopt  flood  plain 
management  regulations  without  adopting  ordinances, 
codes  or  regulations  for  any  other  area' of  the 
municipality;  establishes  the  requirements  of  the 
National  Flood  Insurance  Program  as  the  minimum 
standards  for  the  management  of  flood  plains, 
without  limiting  the  power  of  any  municipality  to 
adopt  more  restrictive  ordinances,  codes  or 
regulations;  requires  the  Department  of  Community 
Affairs  (DCA) ,  in  consultation  with  the  Department 
of  Environmental  Resources  (DER) ,  to  review  and 
approve  all  municipal  flood  plain  management 
regulations  and  to  adopt  regulations  establishing 
standards  for  the  coordination  and  uniform  enforcement 
of  the  municipal  regulations  and  establishing 
procedures  and  standards  for  submission,  review  and 
approval  of  municipal  flood  plain  management  regulations 
requires  DCA,  prior  to  the  adoption  of  regulations, 
to  hold  at  least  one  public  hearing  in  each  major 
river  basin  of  the  Commonwealth;  requires  each 
municipality  participating  in  the  National  Flood 
Insurance  Program  to  comply  with  DCA  regulations 
within  six  months  of  the  effective  date  of  the 
regulations;  prohibits  DCA  from  adopting  regulations 
more  strict  or  requiring  that  the  regulations  of 
municipalities  be  more  strict  than  the  regulations 
of  the  National  Flood  Insurance  Program;  exempts 
from  this  limitation  the  regulation  of  development 
determined  as  dangerous  to  human  life  or  the 
regulation  of  special  hazards  in  flood  plains; 
requires  DCA  regulations  to  prohibit  the  construction 
or  substantial  improvement  of  structures  in  an  area 
determined  by  the  Environmental  Quality  Board  as  a 
flood  hazard  area,  dangerous  to  human  life,  on  a 
HUD  flood  insurance  rate  map;  requires  DCA  to 
publish,  by  regulation,  a  list  of  obstructions 
which,  if  located  in  a  flood  plain,  present  a 
special  hazard  to  the  health  and  safety  of  the 
public  or  occupants  or  may  result  in  pollution, 
increased  flood  levels  or  debris  endangering  life 
and  property,  including  hospitals,  nursing  homes, 
jails,  new  mobile  home  parks,  subdivision  or 
substantial  additions  to  mobile  home  parks  or 
subdivisions;  prohibits  construction  of  any 
structure  or  commencement  of  any  activity  listed  as 
a  special  hazard  by  DCA  regulations  in  a  flood 
plain  or  portion  of  a  flood  plain,  unless  a  special 
exception  is  issued  by  the  municipality  and  approved 
by  DCA;  establishes  criteria  for  the  issuance  of 
special  exceptions;  gives  the  DER  exclusive 
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jurisdiction  to  regulate  any  obstruction  otherwise 
regulated  under  the  Water  Obstructions  Act,  any 
flood  control  project  constructed,  owned  or 
maintained  by  a  governmental  unit,  any  highway  or 
other  obstruction  constructed,  owned  or  maintained 
by  the  Commonwealth  or  a  political  subdivision  and 
any  obstruction  constructed,  owned  or  maintained  by 
a  person  rendering  public  utility  service;  requires 
DCA  to  provide  technical  assistance  to  municipalities 
in  complying  with  the  act  and  to  publish  model  flood 
plain  ordinances,  codes  and  regulations;  empowers 
DCA,  DER  and  every  municipality  administering  flood 
plain  management  regulations  to  investigate  complaints 
and  to  enter  any  land  to  conduct  surveys  of  flood 
plains  and  obstructions,  to  institute  prosecutions 
and  civil  proceedings  to  enforce  the  act,  to  conduct 
educational  programs  on  flood  plain  management  and 
to  establish  reasonable  fees  for  permit  processing; 
authorizes  DCA  to  administer  grants  to  municipalities 
and  counties  to  assist  them  in  preparing,  administering, 
enforcing,  implementing  and  revising  official  plans 
for  flood  plain  management  and  in  carrying  out 
related  studies;  provides  for  penalties  for  violations, 
for  civil  remedies  and  for  appeals  by  persons  aggrieved 
by  any  action  of  DCA  or  DER;  appropriates  $750,000 
to  DCA  and  $250,000  to  DER  for  the  1978-79  fiscal 
year  for  administrative  and  general  expenses  in 
implementing  the  act. 

Approved:  10/4/78  Effective:  10/4/78 

32  P.S.  679.101  et  seq. 


Act  1978-167  Cities,  Boroughs,  Towns,  Townships,  Counties 

A  new  act,  known  as  the  Storm  Water  Management  Act. 

Requires  each  county,  within  two  years 
following  the  promulgation  of  guidelines  for  storm 
water  management  by  the  Department  of  Environmental 
Resources  (DER) ,  to  adopt  a  watershed  storm  water 
management  plan  for  each  watershed  in  the  county, 
in  consultation  with  the  municipalities  located  in 
each  watershed;  provides  for  watersheds  to  be 
designated  by  DER,  after  notice  and  hearing  and 
with  the  approval  of  the  Environmental  duality 
Board;  requires  each  county  to  review  and  revise 
the  plan  at  least  every  five  years;  authorizes  DER, 
for  good  cause  shown,  to  grant  an  extension  of  time 
to  any  county  for  the  adoption  of  a  plan;  requires 
that  each  watershed  storm  water  plan  include  a 
survey  of  existing  runoff  characteristics,  a  survey 
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of  existing  significant  obstructions,  an  assessment 
of  projected  and  alternative  land  development 
patterns  in  the  watershed,  an  analysis  of  development 
in  flood  hazard  areas,  a  survey  of  drainage  problems 
and  proposed  solutions,  a  review  of  existing  and 
proposed  storm  water  collection  systems,  an  assessment 
of  alternative  runoff  control  techniques,  an  identification 
of  flood  control  projects  in  the  watershed,  a  designation 
of  areas  to  be  served  by  storm  water  collection  and  control 
facilities  within  a  ten-year  period,  an  identification  of 
flood  plains  within  the  watershed,  standards  for  the  control 
of  storm  water  runoff  from  existing  and  new  development  and 
priorities  for  the  implementation  of  action;  requires  each 
plan  to  contain  provisions  necessary  to  manage  storm  water 
so  that  development  or  activities  in  each  municipality 
in  the  watershed  do  not  adversely  affect  health,  safety 
and  property  in  other  municipalities;  requires  the  county 
to  establish  for  each  watershed  a  watershed  plan  advisory 
committee  composed  of  representatives  from  each  municipality 
in  the  watershed,  the  county  soil  and  water  conservation 
district  and  other  agencies  or  groups  to  advise  the 
county  throughout  the  planning  process;  requires  each 
plan  to  be  reviewed  prior  to  adoption  by  the  official 
planning  agency  and  governing  body  of  each  municipality, 
the  county  planning  commission  and  regional  planning 
agencies  and  requires  that  all  reviews  be  submitted 
to  DER  with  the  proposed  plan;  authorizes  DER  to 
require  a  joint  plan  where  a  watershed  includes  land 
in  more  than  one  county;  requires  a  county  to  hold  a 
public  hearing  prior  to  the  adoption  or  amendment  of 
a  watershed  storm  water  plan;  requires  that  adoption 
or  amendment  of  a  plan  be  by  resolution  approved  by  a 
majority  of  the  members  of  the  county  governing  body; 
requires  DER,  in  consultation  with  the  Department  of 
Community  Affairs  (DCA) ,  to  review  all  plans  and  to 
approve  a  plan  if  it  is  consistent  with  municipal 
flood  plain  management  plans,  state  programs  regulating 
dams,  encroachments  and  water  obstructions  and  state 
and  federal  flood  control  programs  and  is  compatible 
with  other  watershed  storm  water  plans  for  the  basin 
where  the  watershed  is  located;  requires  each  municipality, 
within  six  months  following  the  adoption  and  approval  of 
the  watershed  storm  water  plan,  to  adopt  or  amend  ordinances 
and  regulations,  including  zoning,  subdivision  and  development, 
building  code,  and  erosion  and  sedimentation  ordinances, 
as  necessary  to  regulate  development  in  the  municipality 
in  a  manner  consistent  with  the  plan;  establishes  a 
procedure  to  be  followed  by  DER  upon  failure  of  a 
municipality  to  adopt  the  required  implementing  ordinances; 
requires  any  landowner  and  any  person  engaged  in  the 
alteration  or  development  of  land  which  may  affect 
storm  water  runoff  characteristics  to  implement  measures 
consistent  with  the  watershed  storm  water  plan  as  necessary 
to  prevent  injury  to  health,  safety  or  other  property; 
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requires  DER,  in  cooperation  with  DCA,  to  provide 
technical  assistance  to  counties  and  municipalities 
in  implementing  the  act;  requires  DER  to  develop 
guidelines  for  storm  water  management  and  model  storm 
water  ordinances  to  be  submitted  to  the  General 
Assembly  for  approval  or  disapproval;  provides  for 
civil  remedies  and  for  appeals  by  persons  aggrieved 
by  an  action  of  DER;  authorizes  DER  to  administer 
grants  to  counties  to  assist  or  reimburse  them  for  50 
percent  of  the  allowable  costs  for  preparation  of 
official  storm  water  management  plans;  appropriates 
$500,000  to  DER  for  the  1978-79  fiscal  year  for 
administrative  and  general  expenses  in  implementing 
the  act. 

Approved:  10/4/78  Effective:  10/4/78 

32  P.S.  680.1  through  680.17 


Act  1978-325  Cities,  Boroughs,  Towns,  Townships,  Counties, 
Authorities 

A  new  act,  known  as  the  Dam  Safety  Act. 

Requires  the  Environmental  Quality  Board  to 
adopt  regulations  and  standards  for  the  design, 
construction,  operation,  monitoring,  maintenance, 
modification,  repair  and  removal  of  dams  and 
reservoirs;  requires  regulations  to  include 
requirements  for  the  installation  of  a  flood 
monitoring  system  of  the  sensor  type  in  all  earthen 
dams  which  could  cause  loss  of  life  or  serious  damage 
to  property  if  the  dam  failed;  prohibits  any  person, 
association,  corporation,  municipality,  municipal 
authority  or  state  agency  from  constructing, 
operating,  maintaining,  modifying,  enlarging  or 
abandoning  any  dam  without  a  permit  from  the 
Department  of  Environmental  Resources:  provides  for 
permits  for  existing  dams:  authorizes  the  Environmental 
Quality  Board,  by  regulation,  to  waive  the  permit 
requirements  for  any  category  of  dams  which  it 
determines  has  insignificant  effect  upon  the  safety 
and  protection  of  life,  health,  property  and  the 
environment;  authorizes  the  department,  in  accordance 
with  rules  adopted  by  the  Environmental  Duality 
Board,  to  issue  general  permits  on  a  regional  or 
statewide  basis  for  any  category  of  dam  in  which  the 
projects  are  similar  in  nature  and  can  be  adequately 
regulated  utilizing  standardized  specifications  and 
conditions;  authorizes  regulations  to  require  proof 
of  financial  responsibility  or  security  assuring  the 
proper  construction,  operation,  maintenance  and 
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termination  of  certain  projects;  requires  that 
permits  for  projects  affecting  the  navigable 
waters  of  the  Delaware  River  basin  be  approved  by 
the  Navigation  Commission;  provides  duties  for  dam 
owners  and  provides  for  the  investigation  and 
correction  of  unsafe  conditions;  establishes 
requirements  for  the  granting  of  easements, 
rights-of-way,  licenses  or  leases  for  projects 
affecting  submerged  lands  of  the  Commonwealth; 
authorizes  the  department,  by  agreement,  to  delegate 
to  a  county  conservation  district  or  other  county 
agency  one  or  more  of  its  regulatory  functions  to 
permit,  inspect  and  monitor  designated  categories 
of  dams;  provides  for  appeals  from  actions  of 
county  agencies  delegated  authority  under  the  act: 
provides  for  unlawful  conduct  under  the  act,  civil 
remedies,  enforcement  orders,  civil  penalties, 
criminal  penalties,  summary  proceedings  and 
administrative  procedure  and  judicial  review; 
repeals  inconsistent  legislation. 

Approved:  11/26/78  Effective:  7/1/79 


Act  1978-333  Scenic  Rivers 

A  new  act,  known  as  the  Schuylkill  Scenic  River 
Act . 


Designates  a  portion  of  the  Schuylkill  River 
as  a  component  of  the  Pennsylvania  Scenic  Rivers 
System  in  accordance  with  the  Pennsylvania  Scenic 
72  P.L.  1277,  No.  283)  and  provides  for  segments 
of  the  component  to  be  classified  as  either 
recreational  or  modified  recreational;  requires 
the  Department  of  Environmental  Resources  to 
encourage  all  levels  of  government  and  private 
individuals  and  organizations  to  protect  areas 
within  the  Schuylkill  scenic  river  component 
determined  by  the  department  to  be  critical  areas; 
authorizes  the  Departments  of  Environmental 
Resources  and  Community  Affairs  to  expend  moneys 
when  available  to  provide  technical  assistance  for 
implementation  of  the  Schuylkill  Scenic  River 
Study  and  to  assist  in  the  development  of  a 
booklet  recreational  users  of  the  Schuylkill  scenic 
river  component. 

Approved:  11/26/78  Effective:  11/26/78 

32  P.S.  821.51  through  821.58 
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Fire  and  Police  Protection 


c . 


Act  1978-145  Volunteer  Fire  Companies,  Ambulance  Services  and 
Rescue  Squads 

Amends  Section  4,  subsections  (a)  and  (d)  of  -the 
Volunteer  Fire  Company,  Ambulance  Service  and  Rescue 
Squad  Assistance  Act,  1976  P.L.  1036,  No.  208. 

Authorizes  the  Department  of  Community  Affairs 
to  make  loans  to  volunteer  companies  for  refinancing 
debt  incurred  or  contracts  entered  into  between 
November  4,  1975,  and  July  1,  1978,  and  used  for  the 
purchase  of  apparatus  equipment  or  for  the  construction 
or  modernization  of  facilities  or  for  modification  of 
apparatus  equipment  in  order  to  comply  with  National 
Fire  Protection  Association  standards;  authorizes  the 
department  to  make  loans  for  the  repair  or  rehabilitation 
of  apparatus  equipment  where  it  has  been  determined 
that  existing  apparatus  equipment  no  longer  meets  the 
standards  of  the  National  Fire  Protection  Association 
and  the  repair  or  rehabilitation  will  bring  it  into 
compliance  with  the  standards;  provides  for  loans  for 
the  repair  or  rehabilitation  for  a  single  apparatus 
equipment  to  be  a  minimum  of  $5,000  and  a  maximum  of 
$35,000  or  80  percent  of  the  total  cost  of  repair  or 
rehabilitation,  whichever  is  less. 

Approved:  9/22/78  Effective:  9/22/78 

72  P.S.  3943.4,  subsecs,  (a) 
and  (b) 

Act  1978-215  Cities  -  Second  Class 

Adds  Section  10(ee)  to  the  Housing  Authorities  Law, 

1937  P.L.  955,  No.  265. 

Empowers  a  housing  authority  in  a  city  of  the 
second  class  to  appoint  police  officers  with  the  same 
rights,  powers  and  duties  as  other  peace  officers  in 
the  Commonwealth  with  respect  to  the  property  and 
enforcing  order  on  and  adjacent  to  the  grounds  and 
buildings  of  the  authority:  requires  that  such  police 
officers  complete  the  same  course  of  instruction 
required  for  municipal  police  officers  by  the  Municipal 
Police  Education  and  Training  Law  (1974  P.L.  359, 

No.  120). 

Approved:  10/4/78  Effective:  12/4/78 

35  P.S.  1550  cl.  (ee) 
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d.  Health  and  Welfare 


Act  1978-87  Counties  -  Third  to  Eighth  Class 

Amends  Section  1999b  of  the  County  Code,  1955  P.L.  323, 
No.  130,  added  1965  P.L.  258,  No.  150. 

Authorizes  any  county,  through  the  commissioners, 
to  enter  into  agreements  with  any  city,  borough,  town, 
township  or  nonprofit  corporation  or  association 
located  or  functioning  within  the  county  or  serving 
the  residents  of  the  county  which  has  or  is  about  to 
enter  into  a  contract  with  the  federal  government  or 
any  agency  of  state  government  under  which  the  federal 
government  will  provide,  either  to  the  county  or 
state  government  or  directly  to  the  city,  borough, 
town  or  township  or  nonprofit  association,  a  portion 
of  the  funds  necessary  for  any  program  offered  by  the 
federal  government  for  the  promotion  of  the  health  or 
welfare  of  the  citizens  of  the  county,  including  but 
not  limited  to  the  young,  the  poor  and  the  aging; 
authorizes  the  county  to  comply  with  conditions, 
rules  or  regulations  of  the  federal  and  state 
governments  in  the  furtherance  of  such  programs . 

Approved:  6/23/78  Effective:  6/23/78 

16  P.S.  1999b 


Act  1978-148  Cities,  Boroughs,  Towns,  Townships,  Counties 

Amends  Section  7  of  the  Abortion  Control  Act,  1974 
P.L.  639,  No.  209. 

Prohibits  the  use  of  public  funds  to  promote 
abortion  and  to  prohibits  any  state  or  local 
governmental  agency  from  subsidizing  an  abortion 
unless  there  is  filed  with  the  agency  a  certificate 
signed  by  a  physician  stating  that  the  abortion  is 
necessary  in  order  to  save  the  life  of  the  mother. 

Governor's  veto  Effective:  9/26/78 

overridden:  9/26/78 

35  P.S.  6607 


Act  1978-304  Neighborhood  Assistance 

Amends  the  following  sections  of  the  Neighborhood 
Assistance  Act,  1967  P.L.  636,  No.  292: 
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Section  2,  clause  (3); 

Section  3,  amended  1968  P.L.  733,  No.  231; 

Section  4,  amended  1969  P.L.  203,  No.  81. 

Further  defines  "neighborhood  organization"  to 
include  any  organization,  exempt  from  federal  income 
taxation,  offering  neighborhood  assistance  or  providing 
job  training,  education  or  crime  prevention  in  an 
impoverished  area;  makes  editorial  changes  to  the 
act . 

Approved:  11/26/78  Effective:  11/26/78 

62  P.S.  2082,  2083  and  2084 


Act  1978-324  Counties 

Amends  Sections  102,  109,  110,  114,  201,  206,  301, 

302,  303,  304,  305,  306,  401,  402  and  403  of  and  adds 
Sections  407  and  408  to  the  Mental  Health  Procedures 
Act,  1976  P.L.  817,  No.  143. 

Further  provides  for  mental  health  review 
officers,  for  the  use  of  statistical  data  and  for 
immunity  from  civil  and  criminal  liability;  requires 
the  administration  of  a  state  facility  to  refer 
voluntary  and  involuntary  patients  discharged  from 
state  institutional  programs  to  the  appropriate 
county  mental  health  and  mental  retardation  program 
and  requires  the  county  program  to  receive  such 
referrals  and  to  be  responsible  for  the  treatment 
needs  of  county  residents  discharged  from  state 
institutions;  further  provides  for  involuntary 
treatment  and  for  a  stay  of  proceedings  of  a  person 
charged  with  a  crime;  provides  for  voluntary  treatment 
of  a  person  charged  with  a  crime  or  serving  a  sentence 
and  for  the  payment  of  costs  for  such  treatment. 

Approved:  11/26/78  Effective:  1/25/79 

50  P.L.  7102,  7109,  7110, 

7114,  7116,  7201,  7206, 

7301  through  7306,  7401 , 
7402,  7403,  7407  and  7408 

NOTE:  See  Also  Acts  1978-89,  1978-157  and  1978-158, 

transfer  by  borough  or  township  or  real 
property  to  nonprofit  corporation  for  use  as 
medical  service  facility  or  housing  for  elderly. 
Contracts  and  Purchases,  p.  9. 
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Historic  Preservation 


e . 


Act  1978-120  Counties  -  Third  to  Eighth  Class 

Amends  Section  1929  of  the  County  Code,  1955  P.L.  323, 
No.  130,  amended  1968  P.L.  1026,  No.  307. 

Increases  the  maximum  annual  appropriation  to 
the  county  historical  society  from  $6,000  to  $10,000. 

Approved:  7/1/78  Effective:  7/1/78 

16  P.S.  1929 


Act  1978-273  Cities,  Boroughs,  Towns,  Townships,  Counties,  School 
Districts,  Institution  Districts 

A  new  act,  known  as  the  Historic  Preservation  Act. 

Designates  the  Pennsylvania  Historic  and  Museum 
Commission  as  the  agency  primarily  responsible  for  the 
initiation,  encouragement,  support  and  coordination  of 
historic  preservation  efforts  in  the  Commonwealth  and  to 
maintain  a  selected  inventory  of  significant  historic 
resources  to  be  known  as  the  Pennsylvania  Register  of 
Historic  Places;  requires  the  commission  to  prepare  a 
comprehensive  plan  for  the  preservation  of  historic 
resources  and  to  provide  technical  and  financial  assistance 
to  public  officials,  private  individuals  and  organizations 
engaged  in  historic  preservation  activities;  requires  the 
approval  of  the  owner  before  a  historical  resource  may  be 
placed  on  the  register;  establishes  a  Historic  Preservation 
Board  composed  of  at  least  nine  citizens  designated  by  the 
commission,  including  members  with  demonstrated  competence 
in  the  disciplines  of  architecture,  archeology,  architectural 
history,  history  and  historic  preservation;  requires  the 
Historic  Preservation  Board  to  advise  the  commission  on 
criteria  of  significance  for  inclusion  of  historic  resources 
in  the  Pennsylvania  Register  of  Historic  Places,  to  recommend 
nominations  of  historic  resources  in  the  Commonwealth  to  the 
National  Register  of  Historic  Places  and  to  review  and 
comment  on  the  commission’s  comprehensive  preservation  plan 
for  historic  resources;  reserves  for  the  Commonwealth  the 
exclusive  right  to  conduct  archeological  field  investigations 
on  archeological  sites  owned  or  controlled  by  the  Commonwealth, 
its  agencies,  departments  and  institutions:  authorizes  the 
commission  to  issue  permits  for  archeological  field 
investigations  on  Commonwealth  lands;  requires  public  officials 
to  notify  the  commission  before  undertaking  any  Commonwealth, 
Commonwealth  assisted,  licensed  or  contracted  project  that 
may  affect  archeological  sites  and  provides  for  action  by 
the  commission  to  preserve  information  from  the  archeological 
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sites;  requires  all  Commonwealth  agencies  to 
cooperate  with  the  commission  in  the  preservation 
of  property  of  historical,  architectural, 
archeological  or  cultural  significance:  authorizes 
the  Attorney  General,  the  commission,  any  political 
subdivision,  any  person,  partnership,  corporation, 
association  or  other  legal  entity  to  maintain  an 
action  in  any  administrative  tribunal  or  court  of 
competent  jurisdiction  for  the  preservation  of 
any  historic  resource  in  the  Commonwealth. 

Approved:  11/22/78  Effective:  11/22/78 

71  P.S.  1047.1a  through 
1047.1o 


f.  Housing  and  Redevelopment 

Act  1978-21  Cities  -  First  Class 

Adds  Section  19.1  to  the  Urban  Redevelopment  Law, 
1945  P.L.  991,  No.  385. 

Requires  a  redevelopment  authority  in  a  city 
or  the  first  class  intending  to  alter  or  demolish 
property  for  authority  projects  or  programs  to 
give  timely  notice  to  all  occupants  required  to 
vacate  the  property;  requires  that  the  notice  be 
given  at  the  earliest  practicable  time,  no  later 
than  thirty  days  prior  to  the  commencement  of  the 
alteration  or  demolition  of  the  property:  requires 
that  posters  or  other  graphic  materials  be  posted 
about  the  property  in  sufficient  numbers  to  draw 
the  attention  of  occupants  of  the  property  and 
provides  for  information  to  be  included  on  the 
notices . 

Approved:  4/18/78  Effective:  4/18/78 

35  P.S.  1719.  1 


Act  1978-94  Cities,  Boroughs,  Townships,  Counties 

Amends  Section  2  of  and  adds  Section  12.1  to  the 
Urban  Redevelopment  Law,  1945  P.L.  991,  No.  385. 

Authorizes  a  redevelopment  authoritv  to 
acquire  blighted  property,  either  within  or 
outside  of  a  certified  redevelopment  area,  and  to 
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hold,  clear,  manage  and/or  dispose  of  the  property 
for  residential  and  related  use;  conditions  the 
exercise  of  such  power  by  a  redevelopment  authority 
on  the  creation,  by  ordinance  of  the  governing 
body  of  the  municipality,  of  a  vacant  property 
review  committee  which  includes  at  least  one 
member  of  the  governing  body,  a  representative  of 
the  redevelopment  authority,  a  representative  of 
the  appropriate  planning  commission  and  a 
representative  to  be  designated  by  the  chief 
executive  officer  or  officers  from  the  executive 
branch  of  the  municipal  government;  establishes 
criteria  for  the  designation  of  property  as 
blighted  property;  defines  residential  and 
related  use  to  include  residential  property  for 
sale  or  rental,  park  and  recreation  areas, 
neighborhood  community  service  and  neighborhood 
parking  lots;  requires  the  vacant  property  review 
committee  and  the  appropriate  planning  commission, 
upon  making  a  determination  that  any  property  is 
blighted,  to  certify  the  blighted  property  to  the 
redevelopment  authority:  prohibits  the  certification 
of  property  unless  it  is  vacant  and  unless  the 
owner  or  an  agent  designated  by  him  for  the 
receipt  of  service  of  notices  has  been  served 
with  notice  of  the  determination  that  the 
property  is  blighted,  has  been  ordered  to  eliminate 
the  conditions  causing  the  blight  and  has  been 
notified  that  failure  to  do  so  may  render  the 
property  subject  to  condemnation;  gives  the  owner 
or  agent  the  same  right  of  appeal  as  from  the 
determination  of  public  nuisance  and  prohibits 
the  certification  of  blighted  property  to  the 
redevelopment  authority  until  the  time  period  for 
appeal  has  expired  or  the  appeal  has  been  disposed 
of;  prohibits  the  certification  of  any  single 
vacant  lot  or  parcel  of  ground  on  which  more  than 
ten  dwelling  units  can  be  constructed  under 
existing  zoning  regulations;  exempts  acquisition 
and  disposition  of  blighted  property  under  these 
provisions  from  the  requirement  for  the  adoption 
of  a  redevelopment  area  plan  or  redevelopment 
proposal,  but  requires  the  redevelopment  authority, 
at  least  30  days  prior  to  the  acquisition  of  any 
property,  to  transmit  identification  of  the 
property  to  the  planning  commission  of  the  municipality 
and  to  request  a  recommendation  as  to  the  appropriate 
reuse  of  the  property;  prohibits  the  redevelopment 
authority  from  acquiring  the  property  where  the 
planning  commission  certifies  that  disposition 
for  residential  or  related  use  would  not  be  in 
accord  with  the  comprehensive  plan  of  the  municipality. 

Approved:  6/23/78  Effective:  8/22/78 

35  P  .S.  1702,  1712.1 
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Act  1978-191  Disaster  Assistance 


Amends  the  title  and  Sections  1,  3  and  12  of  the 
Act  authorizing  the  incurring  of  debt  for  the 
rehabilitation  of  areas  affected  by  the  floods  of 
September,  1971,  and  June,  1972,  through  urban 
redevelopment  assistance,  1972  Sp .  Sess.  No.  1, 

P.L.  2019,  No.  4,  Section  1,  amended  1973  P.L. 

88,  No.  38. 

Extends  the  provisions  of  the  act  to  include 
the  flood  of  July,  1977;  authorizes  the  borrowing 
of  an  additional  850.000,000  and  appropriates  the 
funds  to  the  Department  of  Community  Affairs  to 
defray  the  costs  of  rehabilitation  of  areas 
affected  by  the  July,  1977,  disaster  through 
urban  rehabilitation  assistance:  requires  that  a 
minimum  of  $30,000,000  of  the  funds  be  used  for 
housing  demolition,  construction,  rehabilitation, 
relocation  and  services,  and  other  purposes,  as 
defined  by  the  Department  of  Community  Affairs, 
necessary  to  provide  the  related  infrastructure; 
authorizes  the  use  of  up  to  $3,000,000  of  the 
funds  for  public  streets,  bridges,  traffic 
signalization,  curbs,  sidewalks,  street  trees  and 
benches,  parks  and  recreation  development,  up  to 
$9,000,000  for  flood  protection  works,  including 
stream  improvements,  up  to  $6,000,000  for  economic 
development  activities,  including  commercial 
rehabilitation,  and  up  to  $7,000,000  for  sanitary 
and  storm  sewers  and  water  lines;  authorizes  the 
department  and  administering  agencies  to  make 
expenditures  from  the  funds  for  reasonable  planning 
and  administrative  expenses,  as  determined  bv  the 
Department  of  Community  Affairs. 

Approved:  10/4/78  Effective:  10/4/78 

Special  Act 


g.  Liquor  Control 


Act  1978-56  Cities,  Boroughs,  Towns,  Townships 

Amends  Section  461  of  the  Liquor  Code,  1951  P.L.  90, 
No.  21,  amended  1972  P.L.  369,  No.  108. 

Exempts  incorporated  units  of  national 
veterans'  organizations  from  the  quota  on  the 
number  of  retail  licenses  to  be  issued  in  each 
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municipality;  provides  for  the  exemption  to  be  in 
effect  only  for  a  period  of  12  months  from  the 
effective  date  of  the  act. 


Approved:  6/1/78  Effective:  7/31/78 

47  P.S.  4-461  subsecs,  (a),  (f) 


Act  1978-326  Liquor  Control 

Amends  Section  408,  repeals  Section  468(b)  and 
adds  Sections  468 (b.l)  and  475  to  the  Liquor  Code, 

1951  P.L.  90,  No.  21. 

Authorizes  the  issuance  of  public  service  liquor 
licenses  to  airline  companies  permitting  liquor  or  malt 
or  brewed  beverages  to  be  sold  to  passengers  for 
consumption  while  enroute  on  the  airline;  replaces 
provisions  relating  to  insolvency  of  licensees;  prohibits 
the  granting  of  a  license  for  the  sale  of  liquor  or  malt 
or  brewed  beverages  in  any  quantity  to  the  proprietor, 
lessee,  keeper  or  manager  of  an  establishment  any 
part  of  which  is  located  within  300  feet  of  any 
part  of  a  ramp  of  an  interstate  limited  access  highway; 
exempts  existing  licensees  from  the  restriction. 

Approved:  11/26/78  Effective:  11/26/78 

47  P.S.  4-408,  4-468  and  4-475 


h.  Planning  and  Zoning 


Act  1978-20  Cities  -  Second  A  and  Third  Class,  Boroughs,  Towns, 
Townships,  Counties  -  Second  A  to  Eighth  Class 

Amends  Section  508  of  the  Pennsylvania  Municipalities 
Planning  Code,  1968  P.L.  805,  No.  247,  amended  1972 
P.L.  333,  No.  93. 

Provides  for  the  90-day  period  for  approval  of 
plats  to  be  calculated  from  the  date  of  the  regular 
meeting  of  the  governing  body  or  the  planning  agency 
(whichever  first  reviews  the  application)  following 
the  date  the  application  is  filed  or  from  the 
thirtieth  day  following  the  date  the  application 
has  been  filed,  whichever  is  earlier:  increases 
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from  5  to  15  days  following  the  decision  the  time 
for  the  governing  body  or  planning  agency  to 
communicate  the  decision  on  plat  approval  to  the 
applicant . 

Approved:  4/18/78  Effective:  6/19/78 

53  P.S.  10508 


Act  1976-60  Cities  -  Second  A  and  Third  Class,  Boroughs, 

Towns,  Townships,  Counties  -  Second  A  to  Eighth 
Class 

Amends  Section  503,  clause  (3)  and  Section  509  of 
the  Pennsylvania  Municipalities  Planning  Code, 

1968  P.L.  805,  No.  247. 

Requires  that  any  street  standards  included 
in  a  subdivision  and  land  development  ordinance 
insure  that  the  streets  be  improved  to  such  a 
condition  that  they  are  passable  for  vehicles 
intended  to  use  the  streets:  specifically  provides 
that  no  municipality  be  required  to  accept  streets 
for  public  dedication  until  the  streets  meet  any 
additional  standards  and  specifications  the 
municipality  may  require  for  public  dedication; 
prohibits  final  plat  approval  until  the  streets 
shown  on  the  plat  have  been  improved  to  a  mud- 
free  or  otherwise  permanently  passable  condition; 
requires  the  subdivision  and  land  development 
ordinance  to  provide,  in  lieu  of  the  completion 
of  any  improvements  required  as  a  condition  for 
final  plat  approval,  for  the  deposit  with  the 
municipality  of  a  corporate  bond  or  other  financial 
security,  which  may  include  a  lending  institution 
letter  of  credit  or  a  restrictive  or  escrow 
account  in  a  lending  institution;  requires  that 
the  bond  or  financial  security  provide  for  the 
completion  of  any  required  improvements  within 
one  year  of  the  date  fixed  in  the  subdivision 
plat  for  completion  of  the  improvements. 

Approved:  6/9/78  Effective:  8/8/78 

53  P.S.  10503,  10509 
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Act  1978-150  Cities  -  Second  A  and  Third  Class,  Boroughs, 

Towns,  Townships,  Counties  -  Second  A  to  Eighth 
Class 

Amends  Sections  916  and  1008(A)  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Municipalities  Planning  Code,  1968  P.L.  805, 

No.  247,  Section  1008(4),  added  1972  P.L.  333, 

No.  93. 


Requires,  when  a  petition  is  presented  to 
the  court  to  order  the  posting  of  bond  by  an 
appellant  in  a  proceeding  before  the  zoning 
hearing  board  or  court  of  common  pleas,  that  the 
court  hold  a  hearing  to  determine  if  the  filing 
of  the  appeal  is  frivolous  and  for  the  purpose  of 
delay;  requires,  if  the  court  determines  after 
consideration  of  all  evidence  presented  that  the 
appeal  is  frivolous,  that  the  petition  to  order 
the  appellant  to  post  bond  be  granted;  authorizes 
an  appellee  to  waive  the  right  to  petition  the 
court  to  order  an  appellant  to  post  bond  and 
authorizes  the  waiver  to  be  revoked  if  an  appeal 
is  taken  from  a  final  decision  of  the  court. 

Approved:  9/28/78  Effective:  9/28/78 

53  P.S.  10916  and  11008  (4) 


Act  1978-203  Cities  -  Second  A  and  Third  Class,  Boroughs,  Towns, 
Townships,  Counties  -  Second  A  to  Eighth  Class 

Amends  Sections  903  and  906  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Municipalities  Planning  Code,  1968  P.L.  805,  No.  247, 
Section  906,  amended  1972  P.L.  333,  No.  93. 

Provides  for  the  zoning  hearing  board  to 
consist  of  either  three  or  five  members,  upon  the 
determination  of  the  governing  body;  provides  for 
the  terms  of  office  of  a  five-member  board  to  be 
three  years,  fixed  so  that  the  terms  of  office  of 
no  more  than  two  members  expire  each  year;  requires, 
if  a  three-member  board  is  changed  to  a  five- 
member  board,  that  the  members  of  the  existing 
three-member  board  continue  in  office  until  their 
terms  of  office  would  expire  under  existing  law 
and  requires  that  the  initial  appointments  of  the 
two  additional  members  be  for  terms  of  one  and 
two  years,  respectively;  prohibits  the  change  of 
a  five-member  board  to  a  three-member  board  except 
by  voter  referendum  held  at  the  municipal  or 
general  election  prior  to  a  year  in  which  the 
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terms  of  two  of  the  members  of  the  board  expire; 
removes  the  provision  which  had  authorized  the 
remaining  member  to  act  for  the  board  where  two 
members  were  disqualified  to  act  in  a  particular 
matter . 

Approved:  10/4/78  Effective:  12/4/78 

53  P.S.  10903  and  10906 


Act  1978-249  Cities  -  Second  A  and  Third  Class,  Boroughs, 

Towns,  Townships,  Counties  -  Second  A  to  Eighth 
Class 

Amends  the  following  sections  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Municipalities  Planning  Code,  1968  P.L.  805, 

No .  247  : 

Section  603; 

Section  605 (2) ; 

Section  609.2  (added): 

Section  709(a) ; 

Section  908(9),  amended  1974  P.L.  822,  No.  272; 

Section  1004(2) (a),  added  1972  P.L.  333,  No.  93; 

Section  1011(1)  and  (2),  added  1972  P.L.  333, 

No.  93; 

Section  1011(4)  (added): 

Article  XI-A,  Sections  1101-A  through  1108-A  (added). 

Authorizes  zoning  ordinances  to  contain  provisions 
for  the  protection  and  preservation  of  natural  resources 
and  agricultural  land  and  activities;  authorizes 
classifications  within  any  zoning  district  for  the 
regulation  of  uses  and  structures  at  or  near  areas 
of  hazardous  geological  or  topographic  features; 
authorizes  a  municipality,  by  formal  action,  to 
declare  its  zoning  ordinance  or  portions  of  its 
ordinance  substantively  invalid  and  to  propose  to 
prepare  a  curative  amendment  to  overcome  the  invalidity; 
requires  the  governing  body  of  the  municipality, 
within  30  days  following  the  declaration  and  proposal, 
to  make  specific  findings  setting  forth  the  declared 
invalidity  of  the  zoning  ordinance  and  to  begin  to 
prepare  and  consider  a  curative  amendment;  requires 
the  municipality,  within  180  days  from  the  date  of 
the  declaration  and  proposal,  to  enact  a  curative 
amendment  to  or  reaffirm  the  validity  of,  its  zoning 
ordinance;  provides  that,  upon  the  initiation  of  the 
municipal  curative  amendment  procedures,  the  governing 
body  shall  not  be  required  to  consider  any  landowner's 
curative  amendment  and  the  zoning  hearing  board 
shall  not  be  required  to  give  a  report  on  a  challenge 
to  the  validity  of  a  zoning  ordinance  if  the  amendment 
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or  challenge  is  based  upon  grounds  identical  to  or 
substantively  similar  to  those  specified  in  the 
findings  of  the  governing  body;  prohibits  a 
municipality  which  has  used  the  municipal  curative 
amendment  procedure  from  again  utilizing  the 
procedure  for  a  36-month  period  following  the  date 
of  the  enactment  of  the  curative  amendment  or 
reaffirmation  of  its  zoning  ordinance,  except  that, 
if  a  substantially  new  duty  or  obligation  is  imposed 
upon  the  municipality  by  statutory  change  or  through 
Pennsylvania  Appellate  Court  decision,  the  municipality 
is  authorized  to  utilize  the  municipal  curative 
amendment  provisions  to  amend  its  ordinance  to 
fulfill  the  duty  or  obligation;  increases  from  30  to 
60  days  the  time  limitation  following  the  conclusion 
of  the  public  hearing  on  an  application  for  tentative 
approval  of  a  planned  residential  development  for 
communication  of  the  findings  to  the  landowner; 
increases  from  45  to  60  days  the  time  for  the  zoning 
hearing  board  to  hold  a  hearing  following  a  request 
by  an  applicant;  requires  a  landowner,  in  his  written 
request  to  the  zoning  hearing  board  or  governing 
body  that  it  hold  a  hearing  on  his  substantive 
challenge  to  the  validity  of  an  ordinance  or  map,  to 
certify,  in  cases  where  a  rezoning  scheme  is  being 
considered  by  the  municipality  which  would,  if 
adopted,  cure  the  defect  in  the  zoning  ordinance 
attacked  by  the  substantive  challenge,  that  the 
landowner  did  not  know  at  the  time  of  the  application 
that  the  municipality  had  resolved  to  consider  a 
particular  scheme  of  rezoning  by  publication  of 
notice  of  hearings  on  a  proposed  comprehensive  plan 
or  proposed  zoning  ordinance  or  otherwise  or  that 
the  scheme  of  rezoning  would  be  inconsistent  with 
the  landowner's  proposed  use:  empowers  the  court  to 
provide  judicial  relief  in  a  zoning  appeal  only  if 
it  determines  that  the  municipality  has  not  acted  in 
good  faith  or  made  a  bona  fide  attempt  in  the  adoption 
of  its  ordinances  or  maps  or  any  amendment  to  meet 
the  statutory  and  constitutional  requirements  for 
nonexclusionary  zoning  or  that  the  ordinance  imposes 
limitations  that  are  not  reasonably  related  to  the 
municipality's  authority  to  determine  its  physical 
growth  pattern,  protect  public  natural  resources, 
coordinate  development  with  the  provision  of  public 
services  or  protect  the  character  of  the  community: 
provides  for  specific  criteria  to  be  considered  by 
the  court  in  issuing  its  order  for  judicial  relief; 
authorizes  the  governing  body  of  each  municipality 
cooperating  in  a  joing  municipal  comprehensive  plan 
to  enact,  amend  and  repeal  joint  municipal  zoning 
ordinances;  authorizes  the  governing  body  of  a 
municipality  to  advertise  a  proposed  joint  municipal 
comprehensive  plan  and  to  adopt  the  plan  within  60 
days  from  the  date  of  the  advertisement;  authorizes 
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comprehensive  plan  and  to  adopt  the  plan  within  60 
days  from  the  date  of  the  advertisement;  authorizes 
the  governing  body,  subsequent  to  or  simultaneous 
with  the  adoption  of  a  joint  municipal  comprehensive 
plan,  to  advertise  its  intention  to  enact  a  joint 
municipal  zoning  ordinance  and  to  enact  the  ordinance 
within  120  days  from  the  advertisement;  provides 
that  during  the  60  days  following  the  advertisement 
of  a  proposed  joint  municipal  comprehensive  plan 
or  the  120  days  following  advertisement  of  intention 
to  enact  a  joint  municipal  zoning  ordinance,  the 
governing  body  shall  not  be  required  to  consider 
any  landowner's  curative  amendment  and  the  zoning 
hearing  board  shall  not  be  required  to  give  a 
report  on  a  challenge  to  the  validity  of  a  zoning 
ordinance  based  on  the  municipality's  existing 
zoning  ordinance;  requires  the  governing  body  of 
each  municipality  participating  in  the  joint  municipal 
comprehensive  plan  to  adopt  the  joint  municipal 
zoning  ordinance  in  order  for  the  ordinance  to  be 
effective  and  provides  for  the  municipal  zoning 
ordinance  to  be  void  at  the  time  the  joint  municipal 
zoning  ordinance  becomes  effective;  requires  that 
amendments  to  the  joint  municipal  zoning  ordinance 
be  approved  by  a  majority  of  all  participating 
municipalities  including  the  municipalities  which 
will  be  physically  affected  by  the  proposed 
amendment;  provides  for  the  appointment  of  a 
regional  hearing  board  composed  of  one  person 
appointed  by  each  municipality;  authorizes  a 
municipality,  by  resolution,  to  announce  its 
intention  to  withdraw  from  the  joint  municipal 
zoning  ordinance,  the  regional  hearing  board  and 
the  joint  municipal  comprehensive  plan  and  prohibits 
the  withdrawal  from  becoming  effective  for  a  period 
of  three  years  from  the  date  of  withdrawal  resolution. 

Approved:  10/5/78  Effective:  10/5/78 

53  P.S.  10603,  10605,  10609.2, 
10709,  10908,  11004,  11011 
and  11101-A  through  11108-A 


Act  1978-284  Cities  -  Second  A  and  Third  Class,  Boroughs,  Towns, 
Townships,  Counties  -  Second  A  to  Eighth  Class 

Amends  Section  604  of  the  Pennsylvania  Municipalities 
Planning  Code,  1968  P.L.  805,  Mo.  247. 

Requires  that  the  provisions  of  zoning  ordinances 
be  designed  to  preserve  prime  agriculture  and  farmland 
considering  topographic,  soil  type  and  classification, 
and  present  use. 

Approved:  11/26/78  Effective:  11/26/78 

53  P.S.  10604 
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i.  Prison  Management 


Act  1978-35  Counties  -  Third  to  Eighth  Class 

Amends  the  Title  and  Section  1  of  the  Act  providing 
for  the  management  of  the  jails  or  county  prisons  in 
counties  of  the  third,  fourth  and  fifth  classes  and 
in  counties  of  the  sixth  class  at  the  option  of  the 
county  commissioners,  1921  P.L.  579,  No.  262,  Title 
reenacted  and  amended  1965  P.L.  1577,  No.  553, 

Section  1  reenacted  and  amended  1972  P.L.  1053,  No.  265. 

Changes  the  composition  of  the  board  of  prison 
inspectors  by  removing  the  requirement  that  all  the 
judges  of  the  court  of  common  pleas  be  members  of 
the  board  and  requiring,  instead,  that  the  president 
judge  of  the  court  of  common  pleas  or  a  judge  appointed 
by  him  be  a  member  of  the  board;  authorizes  counties 
of  the  seventh  or  eighth  class  to  elect,  by  resolution 
of  the  county  commissioners,  to  be  governed  by  the 
provisions  of  the  act. 

Approved:  4/18/78  Effective:  4/28/78 

61  P.S.  408 


j .  Public  Facilities 


Act  1978-315  Cities,  Boroughs,  Towns,  Townships,  Counties, 
Authorities,  School  Districts 

A  new  act,  known  as  the  Public  Facilities  Concession 
Regulation  Act. 

Requires  every  public  agency  to  include  in 
every  contract  granting  any  concession,  license, 
permit  or  right  to  sell,  lease,  contract  for  or 
otherwise  make  available  for  consideration  goods  or 
services  to  the  public  in  any  public  facility,  a 
provision  giving  the  public  agency  the  right  to 
regulate  the  kinds,  quality  and  prices  of  the  goods 
and  services;  exempts  from  the  provisions  of  the  act 
any  case  where  the  right  to  regulate  price  or  quality 
is  vested  exclusively  in  the  United  States  or  any 
federal  agency  or  another  public  agency  and  any  case 
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where  the  head  of  the  public  agency,  in  writing, 
determines  that  the  retention  of  the  right  to 
regulate  is  not  necessary  to  protect  the  general 
welfare. 

Approved:  11/26/78  Effective:  11/26/78 

69  P.S.  2501  through’2507 


k.  Sewer  and  Water  Facilities 


Act  1978-162  Cities,  Boroughs,  Towns,  Townships,  Counties, 
Authorities 

Amends  Section  1  of  1949  P.L.  482,  No.  98,  which 
governs  the  shutting  off  of  water  supply  by  water 
utilities  for  nonpayment  of  sewer  charges  imposed  by 
municipal  authorities,  reenacted  and  amended  1955 
P.L.  576,  No.  147,  and  amended  1974  P.L.  561,  No. 
191. 


Extends  the  act  to  govern  the  shutting  off  of 
water  supply  for  nonpayment  of  sewer  charges  imposed 
by  municipalities. 

Approved:  9/28/78  Effective:  9/28/78 

53  P.S.  2261 


Act  1978-205  Townships  -  Second  Class 

Amends  Section  1501  of  the  Second  Class  Township 
Code,  1947  P.L.  1481,  No.  567. 

Authorizes  the  township  supervisors,  whenever 
an  existing  sewer  system  owned  by  or  leased  to  the 
township  is  extended  to  altered  at  the  expense  of  a 
developer  or  other  private  person  or  corporation 
under  the  supervision  of  the  township  or  a  municipal 
authority  of  the  township,  to  take  over,  bv  ordinance 
or  resolution,  the  extension  or  alteration;  authorizes 
the  supervisors  to  compel  owners  of  property  not 
already  connected  to  a  public  sewer  system  to  pay  a 
tapping  fee  and  make  connection  with  the  sewer 
extension  if  the  property  is  accessible  to  the 
extension  and  the  principal  building  is  within  150 
feet  of  the  extension;  authorizes  the  supervisors  to 
refund  all  or  part  of  the  tapping  fees  to  the  developer, 
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person  or  corporation  which  paid  for  the  construction, 
but  prohibits  the  total  of  the  refunds  from  exceeding 
the  cost  of  the  extension  or  alterations;  authorizes 
tapping  fees  to  be  based  on  the  front  foot  construction 
costs;  provides  for  the  extension  or  alteration, 
once  taken  over  by  the  township,  to  become  part  of 
the  existing  sewer  system. 

Approved:  10/4/78  Effective:  12/4/78 

53  P.S.  66501 


Act  1978-212  Cities,  Boroughs,  Towns,  Townships,  Counties 
Authorities 

Amends  Section  7(b)  of  the  Pennsylvania  Sewage 
Facilities  Act,  1965  P.S.  1535,  No.  537. 

Requires  an  inspector,  upon  completion  of  deep 
soil  test  pits  and  percolation  tests,  to  immediately 
notify  the  property  owner  that  the  tests  are  complete; 
requires  the  property  owner,  within  five  days  after 
receiving  such  notice,  to  backfill  the  test  pits  and 
holes;  provides  for  remedies  and  penalties  for 
failure  to  comply  with  the  provisions. 

Approved:  10/4/78  Effective'  12/4/78 

35  P.S.  750.7  subsec.  (b) 


1.  Streets  and  Roads 


Act  1978-4  Cities,  Boroughs,  Towns,  Townships 

Supplements  the  Act  providing  a  permanent  allocation 
of  a  part  of  the  fuels  and  liquid  fuels  tax  proceeds 
to  cities,  boroughs,  towns  and  townships  for  their 
road,  street  and  bridge  purposes,  1955  P.L.  1944, 

No.  655. 

Waives,  for  the  period  from  April  1,  1976,  to 
March  31,  1978,  the  requirement  that  each  municipality 
spend  25  percent  of  its  liquid  fuels  allocation  for 
construction,  reconstruction  or  widening  of  roads, 
streets  and  bridges;  waives  the  requirement  for  any 
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area  proclaimed  by  the  Governor  to  be  in  a  condition 
of  extreme  emergency  for  the  entire  fiscal  year  in 
which  the  proclamation  is  made. 

Approved:  3/3/78  Effective:  3/3/78 


72  P.S.  2615.4 
71  P.S.  1689.101 


Act  1978-36  Boroughs 

Amends  Section  1724  of  the  Borough  Code,  1965 
P.L.  1656,  No.  581. 

Removes  the  requirement  for  the  consent  of  all 
owners  of  abutting  real  estate  in  order  to  open  a 
street  which  has  been  laid  out  and  has  not  been 
opened  to  or  used  by  the  public  for  a  period  of  21 
years;  requires,  instead,  that  the  opening  be 
consented  to  by  at  least  51  percent  of  the  number  of 
owners  of  the  abutting  real  estate  and  by  the  owners 
of  at  least  51  percent  of  the  property  abutting  the 
street,  based  on  a  front  foot  basis. 

Approved:  4/28/78  Effective:  6/27/78 

53  P.S.  46724 


Act  1978-48  Townships  -  First  Class 

Amends  Section  2005  of  the  First  Class  Township 
Code,  1949  P.L.  1955,  No.  569,  amended  1953  P.L.  220, 
No.  30. 

Further  provides  for  the  power  to  lay  out , 
open,  widen  and  vacate  streets  by  defining  street 
to  mean  any  street,  road,  land,  alley,  court  of 
public  square  used  by  or  intended  for  use  by  the 
public,  including  the  cartway,  sidewalk,  gutter  or 
the  right-of-way  area,  whether  or  not  the  street  or 
any  part  of  it  is  owned  in  fee  by  others  than  the 
township . 

Approved:  4/28/78  Effective:  6/27/78 

53  P.S.  57005 
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Act  1978-86  Cities,  Boroughs,  Towns,  Townships,  Counties 

Adds  subsection  (c)  to  Section  7722  of  the  Vehicle 
Code  (Title  75  of  the  Pennsylvania  Consolidated 
Statutes),  1976  P.L.  162,  No.  81. 

Exonerates  the  Department  of  Transportation, 
any  other  state  agency  or  any  political  subdivision 
from  any  liability  as  a  result  of  designating  any 
highway,  road  or  street  as  a  snowmobile  road. 

Approved:  6/23/78  Effective:  6/23/78 

75  Pa.C.S.A.  7722(c) 


Act  1978-118  Transportation 

Amends  Section  3  of  the  Pennsylvania  Urban  Mass 
Transportation  Assistance  Law  of  1967,  P.L.  42,  No.  8. 

Defines  public  highway  to  mean  every  way  or 
place,  of  whatever  nature,  open  to  the  use  of  the 
public  as  a  matter  of  right,  for  purposes  of  vehicular 
traffic;  excludes  from  the  meaning  of  the  term, 
solely  for  the  purpose  of  administering  the  act,  a 
bridge  located  wholly  within  the  Commonwealth  which 
is  open  to  the  use  of  the  public  for  the  purpose  of 
vehicular  traffic  but  which  on  March  16,  1964,  is 
owned  and  maintained  by  a  mass  transportation  or 
port  authority  and  which  comprises  a  part  of  the 
transportation  system  of  the  authority. 

Approved:  7/1/78  Effective:  7/1/78  and 

retroactive  to  1/22/68 

66  P.S.  1953  (6. 1) 
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IV.  OFFICERS  AND  EMPLOYES 


a.  Appointment  and  Elections 


Act  1978-7  Cities,  Boroughs,  Towns,  Townships,  Counties, 

Authorities,  School  Districts 

Amends  Section  7. A,  clauses  (a)  and  (b)  of  the 
Municipality  Authorities  Act  of  1945,  P.L.  382, 

No.  164,  clause  (a),  amended  1957  P.L.  635,  No.  344, 
and  clause  (b) ,  amended  1963  P.L.  431,  No.  225. 

Provides  for  terms  of  authority  board  members 
to  begin  on  the  first  Monday  in  January,  rather  than 
January  1;  requires  that  appointments  to  fill  vacancies 
occurring  due  to  the  expiration  of  terms  of  board 
members  be  made  at  the  time  the  vacancy  actually 
occurs,  not  when  the  vacancy  is  about  to  occur. 

Approved:  3/14/78  Effective:  3/14/78 

53  P.S.  309,  subsec.  A, 
els.  (a),  (b) 


Act  1978-67  Townships  -  Second  Class 

Amends  Section  420  and  repeals  Sections  421,  422  and 
423  of  the  Second  Class  Township  Code,  1947  P.L.  1481, 
No.  567,  Section  420,  amended  1975  P.L.  428,  No.  120. 

Includes  tax  collectors,  auditors  and  assessors 
under  the  same  vacancy  provisions  governing  township 
supervisors;  requires,  in  cases  where  the  supervisors 
fail  to  make  an  appointment  to  fill  a  vacancy  within 
30  days  after  the  vacancy  occurs,  that  the  vacancy 
be  filled . within  15  additional  days  by  a  vacancy 
board  consisting  of  the  township  supervisors  and  one 
registered  elector  (as  chairman)  elected  by  the 
board  of  supervisors  at  each  reorganizational  meeting; 
requires,  in  cases  where  the  vacancy  board  fails  to 
fill  the  position  within  the  prescribed  time,  that 
the  chairman  petition  the  court  of  common  pleas  to 
fill  the  vacancy;  removes  provisions  requiring 
appointment  by  the  court  in  cases  where  there  are 
two  or  more  vacancies  in  the  office  of  supervisor; 
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provides  for  all  persons  appointed  to  fill  vacancies 
to  hold  office  until  the  first  Monday  in  January 
after  the  first  municipal  election  occurring  more 
than  60  days  after  the  vacancy  occurs  at  which 
election  an  eligible  person  must  be  elected  to  the 
office  for  the  unexpired  term. 

Approved:  6/15/78  Effective:  8/14/78 

53  P.S.  65420 
53  P.S.  65421,  65422  and 
65423  (repealed) 


Act  1978-68  Boroughs 

Amends  Sections  804  and  901  of  the  Borough  Code, 

1965  P.L.  1656,  No.  581,  Section  804,  amended  1967 
P.L.  484,  No.  230  and  Section  901,  amended  1976  P.L.  10, 
No .  7 . 

Includes  assessors  under  the  same  vacancy  provisions 
governing  other  elected  borough  officers:  requires, 
in  cases  where  the  borough  council  fails  to  make  an 
appointment  to  fill  a  vacancy  within  30  days  after  a 
vacancy  occurs,  that  the  vacancy  be  filled  within  15 
additional  days  by  a  vacancy  board  consisting  of  the 
borough  council,  exclusive  of  the  mayor,  and,  as 
chairman,  one  registered  elector  chosen  by  the 
borough  council  at  each  reorganization  meeting; 
requires,  in  cases  where  the  board  fails  to  fill  the 
vacancy  within  15  days,  that  the  chairman  petition 
the  court  of  common  pleas  to  fill  the  vacancy: 
provides  for  all  persons  appointed  to  fill  vacancies 
to  hold  office  until  the  first  Monday  of  January 
after  the  first  municipal  election  occurring  more 
than  60  days  after  the  vacancy  occurs  at  which 
election  an  eligible  person  must  be  elected  for  the 
remainder  of  the  unexpired  term. 

Approved:  6/15/78  Effective:  8/14/78 

53  P.S.  45804,  45901 


Act  1978-69  Townships  -  First  Class 

Amends  Section  530  and  repeals  Sections  531,  532  and 
533  of  the  First  Class  Township  Code,  1949  P.L.  1955, 
No.  569,  Section  530,  amended  1976  P.L.  11,  No.  8. 

Includes  auditors,  controllers,  treasurers, 
assessors,  assistant  auditors  and  assistant  triennial 
assessors  under  the  same  vacancy  provisions  governing 
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township  commissioners;  requires,  in  cases  where  the 
commissioners  fail  to  make  an  appointment  to  fill  a 
vacancy  within  30  days  after  the  vacancy  occurs, 
that  the  vacancy  be  filled  within  15  additional  days 
by  a  vacancy  board  consisting  of  the  township 
commissioners  and  one  registered  elector  (as 
chairman)  elected  by  the  board  of  commissioners  at 
each  reorganizational  meeting:  requires,  in  cases 
where  the  vacancy  board  fails  to  fill  the  position 
within  the  prescribed  time,  that  the  chairman  petition 
the  court  of  common  pleas  to  fill  the  vacancy; 
provides  for  all  persons  appointed  to  fill  vacancies 
to  hold  office  until  the  first  Monday  of  January 
after  the  first  municipal  election  occurring  more 
than  60  days  after  the  vacancy  occurs  at  which 
election  an  eligible  person  must  be  elected  for  the 
remainder  of  the  term. 

Approved:  6/15/78  Effective:  8/14/78 

53  P.S.  55530 

53  P.S.  55531,  55532  and 
55533  (repealed) 


Act  1978-105  School  Districts 

Amends  Sections  303,  504  and  1504  of  the  Public 
School  Code  of  1949,  P.L.  30,  No.  14,  as  amended. 

Reduces  the  terms  of  school  directors  in  districts 
of  the  second,  third  and  fourth  classes,  beginning 
with  the  terms  to  be  filled  at  the  municipal  election 
held  in  1979,  from  six  to  four  years:  authorizes  the 
interim  operating  committee,  the  board  of  school 
directors  or  the  resident  electors  of  a  school 
district  to  develop  a  plan  to  elect  school  directors 
from  regions  or  to  elect  some  school  directors  at 
large  and  some  from  regions;  further  provides  for 
food  service  programs  and  for  school  terms  and 
sessions . 

Approved:  7/1/78  Effective:  7/1/78 

24  P.S.  3-303,  5-504  and 
15-1504 
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b.  Associations  of  Officers 


Act  1978-153  Counties  -  Second  Class  and  Second  Class  A 

Act  1978-154  Counties  -  Third  to  Eighth  Class 

Act  153  amends  Sections  431,  434  and  436  (b)  of  the 
Second  Class  County  Code,  1953  P.L.  723,  No.  230, 
Section  431  amended  1976  P.L.  1127,  No.  238,  and 
Sections  434  and  436(b)  amended  1969  P.L.  101, 

No.  38;  Act  154  amends  Sections  440,  442  and  444(b) 
of  the  County  Code,  1955  P.L.  323,  No.  130, 

Section  440  amended  1967  P.L.  224,  No.  81,  1967 
P.L.  289,  No.  120,  and  1976  P.L.  1128,  No.  239, 
Section  442  amended  1961  P.L.  154,  No.  76,  and 
Section  444(b)  amended  1972  P.L.  969,  No.  235. 

Authorize  county  public  defenders  to  organize  a 
state  association;  authorize  one  assistant  public 
defender  to  attend  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
association  either  together  with  the  public  defender 
or  in  his  place  and  provide  for  up  to  $100  annually 
to  be  charged  to  each  member  county  for  the  necessary 
expenses  of  the  association. 

Approved:  9/28/78  Effective:  9/28/78 

Act  153:  16  P.S.  3432,  3434 

and  3436(b) 

Act  154:  16  P.S.  440,  442 

and  444(b) 


Act  1978-279  Townships  -  First  Class 

Amends  Sections  610  and  611  of  the  First  Class 
Township  Code,  1949  P.L.  1955,  No.  569,  Section  610 
amended  1963  P.L.  24,  No.  21,  and  Section  611  amended 
1967  P.L.  28,  No.  18. 

Permits  county  associations  of  township  officers 
to  hold  conferences,  institutes  or  schools:  authorizes 
county  association  conventions,  conferences,  institutes 
or  schools  to  be  held  at  any  suitable  place  within 
the  Commonwealth;  increases  from  $20  per  day  and  10 
cents  per  mile  to  $35  per  day  and  12  cents  per  mile 
the  expenses  payable  to  township  officers  attending 
county  association  conventions  and  authorizes  the 
payment  of  such  expenses  for  attendance  at  county 
association  conferences,  institutes  and  schools: 
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increases  from  two  to  seven  days  the  maximum  number 
of  days  attendance  in  anv  one  year  for  which  a 
township  officer  may  be  paid. 

Approved:  11/26/78  Effective:  11/26/78 


53  P.S.  55610  and  55611 


Act  1978-295  Townships  -  Second  Class 

Amends  Section  602  of  the  Second  Class  Township 
Code,  1947  P.L.  1481,  No.  567,  amended  1974 
P.L.  409,  No.  142. 

Increases  from  $20  to  $35  per  day  the  expenses 
payable  to  township  officers  or  employes  attending 
the  annual  or  semi-annual  conventions  of  county 
associations  of  township  supervisors,  auditors, 
assessors  and  tax  collectors. 

Approved:  11/26/78  Effective:  1/25/79 

53  P.S.  65602 


c.  Civil  Service 


Act  1978-19  Cities  -  Third  Class 

Amends  Section  4402  of  the  Third  Class  City  Code, 
1951  P.L.  662,  No.  164. 

Removes  the  requirement  that  an  educator  and  a 
physician  be  appointed  to  the  police  civil  service 
examining  board  and  the  civil  service  examining 
board  for  the  appointment  of  health  officers, 
sanitary  policemen  or  inspectors  of  the  health 
department ;  requires  that  persons  appointed  to  civil 
service  boards  be  registered  electors  of  the  city. 

Approved:  4/18/78  Effective:  4/18/78 

53  P.S.  39402 
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Act  1978-209  Cities  -  Second  Class  A  and  Third  Class,  Counties  - 
Third  to  Eighth  Class 

Adds  Section  3.1  to  the  Supplement  to  the  Housing 
Authorities  Act  which  provides  for  civil  service 
protection  for  certain  employees  of  certain  housing 
authorities,  1975  P.L.  3,  No.  2. 

Requires  that  any  employe  of  a  housing  authority 
covered  by  the  provisions  of  the  supplement  who,  on 
the  effective  date  of  the  amendatory  act,  is  in 
provisional  status  and  has  been  in  provisional 
status  since  December  31,  1976,  be  given  the  status 
of  a  probationary  employe  for  six  months  and  be 
granted  regular  status  following  successful  completion 
of  the  probationary  period. 

Approved:  10/4/78  Effective:  10/4/78 

35  P.S.  1568.1 


Act  1978-210  Boroughs 

Amends  Section  1171  of  the  Borough  Code,  1965  P.L.  1656, 
No .  581 . 

Exempt  from  the  civil  service  provisions  of  the 
act  a  borough  having  a  police  force  of  three  or  more 
members  if  those  members  in  excess  of  two  are  appointed 
on  a  temporary  basis  through  a  federally  funded 
program. 

Approved:  10/4/78  Effective:  10/4/78 

53  P.S.  46171 


Act  1978-307  Counties  -  Second  Class 

Adds  Section  1515.2  to  the  Second  Class  County  Code, 
1953  P.L.  723,  No.  230. 

Authorizes  the  county  commissioners  in  a  county 
of  the  second  class,  for  a  period  of  one  year  from 
the  effective  date  of  the  amendment,  to  fill  fifteen 
vacancies  in  the  police  force  through  noncompetitive 
examinations;  requires  the  civil  service  commission 
to  submit  persons  nominated  by  the  county  commissioners 
to  an  examination  to  determine  their  merit  and 
fitness  to  discharge  the  duties  of  police  officer 
and  to  certify  qualified  persons  for  appointment  by 
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the  county  commissioners;  requires  that  persons 
appointed  under  this  section  be  at  least  eighteen 
years  of  age  and  exempts  such  persons  from  the 
residency  requirement. 

Approved:  11/26/78  Effective:  11/26/78 

16  P.S.  4515.2 


d.  Conflicts  of  Interest 


Act  1978-170  Cities,  Boroughs,  Towns,  Townships,  Counties, 

School  Districts,  Institution  Districts 

A  new  act,  relating  to  conflicts  of  interest 
involving  state  and  local  public  officials  and 
public  employes. 

Defines  public  official  to  mean  any  elected  or 
appointed  official  in  the  executive,  legislative  or 
judicial  branch  of  the  state  or  a  political  subdivision, 
except  members  of  advisory  boards  with  no  authority 
to  expend  public  funds  other  than  reimbursement  for 
personal  expense  or  to  otherwise  exercise  governmental 
power;  defines  public  employe  to  mean  any  individual 
employed  by  the  Commonwealth  or  a  -political  subdivision 
who  has  nonministerial  responsibility  for  contracting 
or  procurement,  administering  or  monitoring  grants 
or  subsidies,  planning  or  zoning,  inspecting, 
licensing,  regulating  or  auditing  any  person  or  any 
other  official  action  with  a  significant  economic 
impact  on  the  interests  of  any  person:  prohibits  a 
public  official  or  public  employe  from  using  his 
public  office  or  any  confidential  information  received 
through  public  office  to  obtain  financial  gain  for 
himself,  his  immediate  familv  or  a  business  with 
which  he  is  associated;  prohibits  any  person  from 
offering  or  giving  to  a  public  official,  public 
employe  or  candidate  for  public  office,  or  a  member 
of  his  immediate  family  or  a  business  with  which  he 
is  associated  and  prohibits  a  public  official, 
public  employe  or  candidate  for  public  office  from 
soliciting  or  accepting  anything  of  value  based  on 
an  understanding  that  the  vote,  official  action  or 
judgment  of  the  official,  employe  or  candidate  would 
be  influenced;  prohibits  a  public  official,  public 
employe,  member  of  his  immediate  family  or  any 
business  in  which  he  or  a  member  of  his  immediate 
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family  is  a  director,  officer,  owner  or  stockholder 
(more  than  5%  of  the  equity  at  fair  market  value 
of  the  business)  from  entering  into  any  contract 
valued  at  $500  or  more  with  a  governmental  body 
unless  the  contract  has  been  awarded  through  an 
open  and  public  process;  prohibits  a  former 
official  or  public  employe  from  representing  a 
person,  with  or  without  compensation,  on  any 
matter  before  the  governmental  body  with  which 
he  has  been  associated  for  one  year  after  he 
leaves  that  body;  prohibits  any  former  executive- 
level  state  employe  for  a  period  of  two  years 
following  his  state  employment  from  being 
employed  by,  receiving  compensation  from  or 
representing  a  business  or  corporation  he 
actively  participated  in  recruiting  to  the 
Commonwealth  or  inducing  to  expand  within  the 
Commonwealth;  prohibits  an  individual  holding  an 
appointive  office  in  a  political  subdivision  from 
having  an  interest  in  any  contract  or  construction 
in  which  the  political  subdivision  enters  or  has 
an  interest;  requires  each  public  employe  employed 
by  the  Commonwealth  to  file  an  annual  statement 
of  financial  interest  with  the  department,  agency 
or  bureau  where  employed  and  requires  any  other 
public  employe  to  file  an  annual  statement  of 
financial  interest  with  the  governing  authority 
of  the  political  subdivision  where  employed; 
requires  statements  of  financial  interests  by 
all  candidates  for  elected  and  appointive  public 
office;  provides  for  information  to  be  included 
on  financial  interest  statements;  prohibits  any 
person  from  using  for  commercial  purpose  information 
derived  from  the  required  statements  of  financial 
interests;  establishes  a  State  Ethics  Commission 
and  provides  for  its  powers  and  duties  including 
publication  of  rules  and  regulations  to  carry  out 
the  provisions  of  the  act,  the  provision  of  opinions 
and  advice  on  possible  conflicts  of  interest  to 
persons  governed  by  the  act  and  the  investigation 
of  any  alleged  violations  of  the  act;  provides 
penalties  for  violations;  specifically  states  that 
nothing  in  the  act  or  in  any  other  law  or  court 
rule  may  be  construed  to  prohibit  a  constable,  an 
employe  of  a  court  of  common  pleas  or  the  Municipal 
Court  or  Traffic  Court  of  Philadelphia  or  an  employe 
of  a  district  justice  from  being  an  officer  of  a 
political  body  or  political  party  as  defined 
in  the  Election  Code,  holding  the  office  of  a 
county,  state  or  national  committee  of  any 
political  party,  running  for  and  holding  any 
elective  office  or  participating  in  any  election 
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day  activities;  authorizes  any  governmental  body  to 
adopt  requirements  to  supplement  the  act,  provided 
that  such  requirements  may  not  in  any  way  be  less 
restrictive  than  the  act. 

Approved:  10/4/78  Effective:  1/1/79,  except 

that  provisions  relating 
to  the  filing  of  statements 
of  financial  interests  by 
public  employes  shall  take 
effect  1 / 1/80 . 

65  P.S.  401  through  413 


e.  Employe  Rights 


Act  1978-17  Jury  Service 
A  new  Act. 

Entitles  any  person  required  to  serve  as  a 
juror  for  any  courts  of  the  Commonwealth  or  the 
United  States  to  absent  himself  from  any  service  or 
employment  in  which  he  is  engaged  during  the  required 
period  of  jury  service;  prohibits  any  employer  from 
dismissing  or  threatening  to  dismiss  an  employe 
because  the  person  absented  himself  from  his 
employment  to  serve  as  a  juror;  grants  civil  relief 
to  persons  dismissed  from  service  or  employment 
because  of  absence  due  to  jury  service. 

Approved:  4/18/78  Effective:  6/19/78 

17  P.S.  920  through  922 


Act  1978-286  Employee  Rights 
A  new  Act. 

Requires  an  employer,  at  reasonable  times,  upon 
request  of  an  employee,  to  permit  the  employee  to 
inspect  his  or  her  own  personnel  files  used  to 
determine  his  or  her  qualifications  for  employment, 
promotion,  additional  compensation,  termination  or 
disciplinary  action;  authorizes  an  employer  to  limit 
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inspection,  except  for  reasonable  cause,  to  once 
every  calendar  year;  provides  for  administration  of 
the  act  by  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Standards  of  the 
Department  of  Labor  and  Industry. 

Approved:  11/26/78  Effective:  1/25/79 

43  P.S.  1321  through  1324 


f.  Retirement  and  Pensions 


Act  1978-1  Cities,  Boroughs,  Towns,  Townships,  Counties,  Authorities, 

Institution  Districts 

Amends  Sections  103,  112,  213,  314  and  410  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Municipal  Retirement  Law,  1974  P.L.  34,  No.  15,  Section  112, 
amended  1975  P.L.  520,  No.  153. 

Requires  that  a  chairman  and  a  vice-chairman  of  the 
board  be  elected  every  year  at  the  January  meeting; 
authorizes  the  chairman  and  the  vice-chairman  to  succeed 
themselves  for  the  appointed  term  of  four  years;  changes 
the  date  of  the  itemized  estimate  to  municipalities  of 
their  obligations  to  the  fund  during  the  next  fiscal  year 
from  the  first  day  of  the  fourth  month  to  the  first  day  of 
the  third  month  preceding  the  commencing  of  each  municipality’s 
fiscal  year;  extends  to  calendar  years  1978  and  1979  the 
provisions  authorizing  the  use  of  excess  interest  to  pay 
administrative  costs  of  the  Municipal  Retirement  Board  if 
the  amount  received  from  assessments  made  against  each 
municipality,  when  imposed  at  the  maximum  rate,  is  not 
sufficient  to  cover  the  administrative  expenses;  increases 
the  maximum  annual  amount  of  administrative  expenses  from 
one-half  of  one  percent  to  three  quarters  of  one  percent 
of  the  total  asset  value  of  the  fund  as  of  the  beginning 
of  the  fiscal  year;  requires  that  the  administration  of 
the  Pennsylvania  Municipal  Retirement  System  be  audited 
annually  and  that  a  report  of  the  audit  be  made  to  the 
General  Assembly;  provides  for  accumulated  deductions  of  a 
member  who  has  vested  to  include  interest  from  date  of 
termination  until  the  earlier  of  the  date  of  the 
commencement  of  the  annuity  or  the  date  of  payment  of 
member  contributions. 

Approved:  1/4/78  Effective:  1/4/78 

53  P.S.  881.103,  881.112, 

881.213,  881.314 
and  881.410 
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Act  1978-74 


Counties  -  Second  A  to  Eighth  Class 


Amends  clause  (12)  of  Section  2  and  Section  6  of 
the  County  Pension  Law,  1971  P.L.  398,  No.  96. 

Authorizes  the  board,  by  January  31  of  each 
year,  to  determine  the  rate  of  regular  interest  to 
be  allowed  member  contribution  accounts  for  the 
current  calendar  year  and  establishes  a  minimum 
rate  of  four  percent  and  a  maximum  rate  of  five  and 
one-half  percent. 

Approved:  6/22/78  Effective:  8/21/78 

16  P.S.  11652  (12)  ,  11656 


Act  1978-140  Cities,  Boroughs,  Towns,  Townships,  Counties, 
Authorities,  School  Districts,  Institution 
Districts 

A  new  act,  known  as  the  Public  Employee  Pension 
Forfeiture  Act. 

Prohibits  the  payment  of  any  retirement  or 
other  benefit,  except  a  return  of  contributions 
without  interest,  to  any  public  official  or  public 
employee,  or  to  the  beneficiary  of  a  public  official 
or  public  employee,  if  the  public  official  or 
public  employee  is  convicted  of  or  pleads  guilty  or 
no  defense  to  any  crime  related  to  public  office  or 
public  employment,  as  specifically  enumerated  in 
the  act;  authorizes  the  appropriate  retirement 
board  to  retain  a  member's  contributions  for  the 
purpose  of  paying  any  fine  imposed  on  the  member 
of  the  fund  or  for  the  repayment  of  any  funds 
misappropriated  by  the  member  from  the  Commonwealth 
or  a  political  subdivision;  requires  the  court, 
whenever  a  public  official  or  employee  who  is  a 
member  of  a  publicly  funded  pension  system  is 
convicted  or  pleads  guilty  or  no  defense  in  any 
court  of  record  to  a  crime  related  to  public  office 
or  public  employment,  to  order  the  defendant  to 
make  full  restitution  to  the  Commonwealth  or 
political  subdivision  of  any  monetary  loss  incurred 
as  a  result  of  the  criminal  offense;  requires  the 
Commonwealth  or  political  subdivision,  in  cases 
where  the  court  fails  to  order  restitution,  to 
petition  the  court  pronouncing  sentence  for  an 
order  establishing  restitution  or,  if  the  court 
does  not  have  the  authority  to  order  restitution, 
to  bring  original  action  for  restitution  in  the 
Commonwealth  Court;  requires,  whenever  the  court 
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orders  restitution  or  establishes  the  amount  of 
restitution  due  after  petition,  that  all  sums  then 
credited  to  the  defendant's  account  or  payable  to 
the  defendant  including  contributions  be  available 
to  satisfy  the  restitution  order;  requires  the 
retirement  board,  administrator  of  the  pension  fund 
or  employer  of  the  defendant,  upon  being  served 
with  a  copy  of  the  court's  order,  to  pay  over  all 
such  pension  benefits,  contributions  or  other 
benefits  to  the  extent  necessary  to  satisfy  the 
order  of  restitution;  repeals  inconsistent  statutes; 
provides  for  the  provisions  of  the  act  to  be  retroactive 
to  December  1,  1972. 

Became  law  without 
the  Governor's 
signature:  7/8/78 


Effective:  7/8/78 

43  P.S.  1311  through  1315 


g.  Salaries  and  Compensation 


Act  1978-135  Mimimum  Wages 

Amends  Sections  3,  4  and  5  of  the  Minimum  Wage  Act 
of  1968,  P.L.  11,  No.  5,  amended  1974  P.L.  916,  No.  303. 

Increases  the  minimum  wage  to  $2.65  an  hour  upon 
the  effective  date  of  the  amendment  (July  16,  1978) 
to  $2.90  an  hour  during  the  year  beginning  January  1, 
1980,  to  $3.35  an  hour  after  December  31,  1980; 
exempts  organized  camps  or  religious  or  nonprofit 
educational  conference  centers  operating  on  a 
seasonal  basis  from  the  minimum  wage  and  overtime 
provisions  of  the  act;  further  provides  for  hourly 
wages  of  a  tipped  employe,  provides  for  minimum 
rates  for  students  and  amends  overtime  provisions 
for  certain  employes  of  hotels,  motels  and  restaurants. 

Approved:  7/1/78  Effective:  7/16/78 

43  P.S.  333.103,  333.104 
and  333.105 


Act  1978-144  Cities,  Boroughs,  Towns,  Townships,  Counties 
A  new  act. 

Requires  that  the  compensation  of  municipal 
police  officers  be  fixed  by  the  governing  body; 
prohibits  the  compensation  from  being  determined  by 
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or  including  any  fines,  rebates  of  fines  or  fees: 
authorizes  a  municipality  to  pay  a  police  officer, 
in  addition  to  his  fixed  compensation,  a  fixed 
amount  or  hourly  compensation  for  appearances  at 
hearings  during  off-duty  hours  or  in  court  during 
off-duty  hours. 

Approved:  9/22/78  Effective:  9/22/78  and 

retroactive  to  12/1/77 

53  P.S.  640 


h.  Workmen's  Compensation 


Act  1978-119  Cities,  Boroughs,  Towns,  Townships,  Counties, 
Authorities,  School  Districts,  Institution 
Districts 

Amends  Sections  306(f)  and  413  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Workmen's  Compensation  Act,  1915  P.L.  736,  No.  338, 
amended  1974  P.L.  782,  No.  263. 

Further  provides  for  the  employe's  choice  of  a 
physician  or  other  duly  licensed  practitioner  of  the 
healing  arts;  authorizes  an  employer  to  suspend  the 
compensation  during  the  time  an  employe  has  returned 
to  work  at  his  prior  or  increased  earnings  by  filing 
a  petition  to  terminate  or  modify  a  notice  of 
compensation  payable  or  a  compensation  agreement  or 
award  within  fifteen  days  of  the  return  to  work. 

Approved:  7/1/78  Effective:  8/30/78 

77  P.S.  531  and  774.2 


Act  1978-322  Cities,  Boroughs,  Towns,  Townships 

Amends  Section  601  of  the  Pennsylvania  Workmen's 
Compensation  Act,  1915  P.L.  736,  No.  338,  added  by 
1974  P.L.  782,  No.  263. 

Provides  coverage  for  members  of  volunteer 
rescue  and  lifesaving  squads  of  the  various 
municipalities,  declared  to  be  employes  of  the 
municipalities  for  the  purposes  of  the  act:  also 
provides  coverage  for  volunteer  members  of  the  State 
Parks  and  Forest  Program,  Pennsylvania  Deputy  Came 
Protectors  and  special  waterways  patrolmen,  declared 
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to  be  employes  of  the  Commonwealth  for  the  purposes 
of  the  act;  further  provides  for  coverage  for  forest 
firefighters;  provides  that  any  member  of  a  volunteer 
fire  company,  volunteer  fire  department,  volunteer 
ambulance  corps,  or  rescue  and  lifesaving  squad 
injured  in  the  performance  of  duties  in  a  state 
forest  land  is  deemed  to  be  an  employe  of  the 
Department  of  Environmental  Resources. 

Approved:  11/26/78  Effective:  1/1/79 

77  P.S.  1031 


Act  1978-336  Cities,  Boroughs,  Towns,  Townships,  Counties,  Authorities, 
School  Districts,  Institution  Districts 

Adds  Section  304.2  to  the  Pennsylvania  Workmen's 
Compensation  Act,  1915  P.L.  736,  No.  338. 

Authorizes  the  Department  of  Labor  and  Industry 
to  except  an  employer  from  the  provisions  of  the  act 
with  respect  to  an  employe  who  was  waived,  in  writing, 
all  benefits  under  the  act  and  who  is  a  member  of  a 
recognized  religious  sect  and  is  an  adherent  of 
established  tenents  of  the  sect  opposing  acceptance 
of  the  benefits  of  any  public  or  private  insurance 
which  makes  payments  in  the  event  of  death,  disability, 
old  age  or  retirement  or  makes  payments  toward  the 
cost  of  medical  bills. 

Approved:  11/26/78  Effective:  11/26/78 

77  P.S.  484 
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V.  ELECTIONS 


Acts  1978-58  Counties  -  Second  to  Eighth  Class 
and  1978-59 

Act  58  amends  Sections  301(b)  and  405  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Election  Code,  1937  P.L.  1333,  No.  320, 
Section  301(b),  amended  1976  P.L.  1221,  No.  269,  and 
Section  405,  amended  1959  P.L.  55,  No.  29.  Act  59 
amends  Section  3  of  the  Permanent  Registration  Act 
for  Cities  of  the  Second,  Second  A  and  Third  Class, 
Boroughs,  Towns  and  Townships,  1937  P.L.  487,  No.  115. 
reenacted  and  amended  1955  P.L.  62,  No.  32. 

Require,  in  counties  which  have  adopted  hom-^ 
rule  charters  or  optional  plans,  that  the  board  of 
elections  and  the  registration  commission  consist  of 
the  members  of  the  county  body  which  performs 
legislative  functions  unless  the  county  charter  or 
optional  plan  provides  for  the  appointment  of  the 
election  board  or  registration  commission;  require, 
in  either  case,  that  there  be  minority  representation 
on  the  election  board  and  registration  commission; 
require  the  county  body  which  performs  legislative 
functions,  in  cases  where  the  election  board  or 
registration  commission  does  not  contain  minority 
representation,  to  appoint  such  representation  from 
a  list  submitted  by  the  county  chairman  of  the 
minority  party. 

Approved:  6/1/78  Effective:  6/1/78 

Act  58:  25  P.S.  2641(b) , 

2675 

Act  59:  25  P.S.  951-3 


Act  1978-171  Cities,  Boroughs,  Towns,  Townships,  Counties, 
School  Districts 

Amends  the  following  sections  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Election  Code,  1937  P.L.  1333,  No.  320: 

Sections  1601  through  1614  (repealed); 
Sections  1621  through  1642  (added); 

Section  1841; 

Section  1842  (repealed); 
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Section  1843,  amended  1943  P.L.  851,  No.  358; 

Section  1844  (repealed) ; 

Section  1845; 

Section  1846  (repealed) . 

Repeals  and  replaces  provisions  relating  to 
primary  and  election  expenses;  provides  for  the 
control  of  donations  and  contributions  to  committees, 
imposes  additional  duties  on  candidates  and  treasurers 
and  requires  certain  statements  of  lobbyists;  further 
provides  for  penalties  for  violations  relating  to 
primary  and  election  expenses. 

Approved:  10/4/78  Effective:  1/1/79  and 

applicable  to  campaign 
financing  for  all 
elections  thereafter. 

25  P.S.  3221  through  3234  (repealed) 
25  P.S.  3241  through  3262  (added) 

25  P.S.  3541,  3542  (repealed), 

3543,  3544  (repealed),  3545, 

3546  (repealed) 

Act  1978-207  Counties 

Amends  Section  531  of  the  Pennsylvania  Election 
Code,  1937  P.L.  1333,  No.  320,  amended  1976  P.L.  1221, 

No.  269. 

Requires  the  county  board  of  elections  to  fix 
the  compensation  for  custodial  services  and  janitorial 
services  for  schoolhouses  used  as  polling  places  or 
as  limited  voter  registration  centers. 

Approved:  10/4/78  Effective:  10/4/78 

25  P.S.  2731 


Act  1978-300  Cities  -  Second,  Second  A  and  Third  Class,  Boroughs, 
Towns,  Townships,  Counties  -  Second  to  Eighth  Class 

Adds  Section  17.2  to  the  Permanent  Registration  Act 
for  Cities  of  the  Second,  Second  A  and  Third  Class, 
Boroughs,  Towns  and  Townships,  1937  P.L.  487, 

No.  115,  reenacted  and  amended  1955  P.L.  62,  No.  32. 

Authorizes  change  of  registration  by  mail. 

Approved:  11/26/78  Effective:  1/25/79 

25  P.S.  951-17.2 
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Act  1978-318  Cities,  Boroughs,  Towns,  Townships,  Counties,  School 
Districts 

Amends  the  following  sections  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Election  Code,  1937  P.L.  1333,  No.  320: 

Section  1633,  added  by  1978  P.L.  ,  No.  171; 

Section  1634,  section  heading  and  subsection  (a), 
added  by  1978  P.L.  ,  No.  171; 

Section  1634.1  (added); 

Section  1843,  amended  1978  P.L.  ,  No.  171. 

Removes  references  to  labor  organizations  and 
to  substitute  references  to  unincorporated  associations 
in  provisions  relating  to  political  contributions  or 
expenditures;  enumerates  specific  purposes  for  which 
election  expenditures  may  be  made  and  prohibits  a 
candidate,  chairman  or  treasurer  of  any  political 
committee  from  making  expenditures  for  any  other 
purpose . 

Approved:  11/26/78  Effective:  1/25/79 

25  P.S.  3253,  3254,  3254.1 
and  3543 
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VI.  PUBLIC  UTILITIES 


Act  1978-116  Public  Utilities 

Amends  Title  66  (Public  Utilities)  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Consolidated  Statutes. 

Adds  codified  provisions  relating  to  public 
utilities  (Public  Utility  Code) ;  repeals  inconsistent 
legislation . 

Approved:  7/1/78  Effective:  8/30/78,  except 

that  provisions  relating 
to  voluntary  changes  in 
rates  and  temporary  rates, 
insofar  as  they  are  different 
from  repealed  provisions, 
are  effective  10/7/77. 

66  Pa.C.S.A  101  through  3315 

Act  1978-222  Consumer  Advocate 

Amends  Section  4  of  1976  P.L.  903,  No.  161,  which 
amends  the  Administrative  Code  to  provide  for  the 
Office  of  the  Consumer  Advocate. 

Extends  the  existence  of  the  Office  of  Consumer 
Advocate  until  June  30,  1984. 

Approved:  10/4/78  Effective:  10/4/78 

71  P.S.  309-1  note 

Act  1978-294  Public  Utilities 

Amends  Sections  331,  332  and  2705  of  the  Public 
Utility  Code  (Title  66  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Consolidated  Statutes),  1978  P.L.  ,  No.  116. 

Further  provides  for  the  assignment  of  proceedings 
to  administrative  law  judges,  commissioners  or 
special  agents  and  for  the  commencement  of  hearings 
and  rendering  of  decisions  by  administrative  law 
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judges;  establishes  the  procedure  for  the  filing  of 
exceptions  to  and  appeals  from  the  decision  of  an 
administrative  law  judge;  further  provides  for  the 
retention  by  railroads  of  speed  records  of  locomotives. 

Approved:  11/26/78  Effective:  1/25/79 

66  Pa.C.S.A.  331,  332  and  2705 


Act  1978-297  Public  Utilities 

(Applicable  to  gas,  electric,  steam  or  water  utilities, 
including  municipal  corporations  furnishing  service 
beyond  their  corporate  limits) 

Act  1978-299  Cities,  Boroughs,  Towns,  Townships,  Counties,  Authorities 

(Applicable  to  gas,  electric,  steam  or  water  utilities 
owned  or  operated  by  municipal  corporations  furnishing 
service  within  their  corporate  limits) 

Act  297  adds  Section  1314  and  Sections  1521  through 
1532  to  the  Public  Utility  Code  (Title  66  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Consolidated  Statutes),  1978  P.L.  , 

No.  116;  Act  299  is  a  new  act,  known  as  the  Utility 
Service  Tenants  Rights  Act. 

Require  a  public  utility,  before  discontinuance 
of  service  except  in  emergency  circumstances  to  a 
landlord  ratepayer  for  nonpayment  of  charges,  to 
notify  the  landlord  ratepayer  in  writing  at  least  37 
days  before  the  discontinuance  and  to  notify  the 
department  of  licenses  and  inspections  of  a  first 
class  city,  the  department  of  public  safety  of  a 
second,  second  A  or  third  class  city  and  the  city  or 
county  public  health  department;  require  the  public 
utility  to  notify  each  affected  dwelling  unit  of  the 
proposed  discontinuance  at  least  7  days  after  notice 
to  the  landlord  and  30  days  before  discontinuance  of 
service;  provide  for  contents  of  required  notices; 
require  a  landlord  requesting  voluntary  relinquishment 
of  public  utility  service  to  submit  a  statement  to 
the  utility  that  all  of  the  affected  dwelling  units 
are  either  unoccupied  or  the  affected  tenants  have 
consented  in  writing  to  the  proposed  discontinuance; 
require  a  landlord  ratepayer  to  provide  a  utility, 
upon  request,  with  the  names  and  addresses  of  every 
affected  tenant  of  any  residential  building  or 
mobile  home  park  for  which  the  utility  is  proposing 
to  discontinue  service;  authorize  tenants,  at  any 
time  before  or  after  service  is  discontinued  by  a 
public  utility  for  nonpayment  of  charges  by  a 
landlord  ratepayer,  to  apply  to  the  utility  to  have 
service  continued  or  resumed,  contingent  upon  payments 
by  the  tenants  to  the  utility  of  charges  due  on 
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account  of  nonpayment  by  the  landlord  ratepayer; 
authorize  any  tenant  of  a  residential  building  or 
mobile  home  park  who  has  been  notified  of  a  proposed 
discontinuance  to  agree  to  subscribe  for  future 
service  individually  if  this  can  be  accomplished 
without  a  major  revision  of  distribution  facilities 
or  additional  right-of-way  acquisitions;  authorize 
any  tenant  who  has  made  a  payment  to  a  utility  on 
account  of  nonpayment  of  charges  by  the  landlord 
ratepayer  to  recover  the  amount  paid  either  by 
deducting  the  amount  from  any  rent  or  payment  on 
account  of  taxes  or  operating  expenses  due  or  by 
obtaining  reimbursement  from  the  landlord  ratepayer; 
prohibit  any  waiver  of  tenant's  rights  under  the 
acts  and  prohibit  retaliation  by  a  landlord 
ratepayer  against  a  tenant  because  he  has  exercised 
his  rights  under  the  acts;  provide  for  penalties  and 
enforcement  of  the  acts.  Act  297  also  requires  the 
Public  Utility  Commission  to  adopt  regulations 
prohibiting  public  utilities  from  paying  for  goods, 
services,  equipment  or  fuels  at  prices  in  excess  of 
prices  contained  in  contracts  existing  between  the 
utilities  and  providers  of  goods  and  services  ana 
repeals  previous  legislation  on  the  same  subject 
(Act  226  of  1976) . 

Approved:  11/26/78  Effective:  Act  297  -  1/25/79 

Act  299  -  11/26/78 

Act  297:  66  Pa.C.S.A.  1314 

and  1521  through 
1532 

Act  299:  68  P.S.  399.1 

through  399.18 


Act  1978-321  Theft  of  Services 

Amends  Section  3926  of  the  Crimes  Code  (Title  18  of 
the  Pennsylvania  Consolidated  Statutes),  1972  P.L.  1482, 
No.  334. 

Providesfor  the  crime  of  theft  of  services 
involving  altering  or  tampering  with  a  public 
utility  meter  or  measuring  device  in  order  to  obtain 
the  public  utility  service  without  making  full 
compensation . 

Approved:  11/26/78  Effective:  2/26/79 

18  Pa.C.S.A.  3926 
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VII . 


JUDICIAL  ADMINISTRATION  AND  CRIMINAL  JUSTICE 


Act  1978-47  Child  Custody 

A  new  act,  known  as  the  Commonwealth  Child  Custody 
Jurisdiction  Act. 

Provides  for  the  custody  of  children  in  order 
to  avoid  jurisdictional  competition  and  conflict 
with  courts  of  the  respective  counties  in  matters  of 
child  custody  and  to  assure  that  litigation  concerning 
child  custody  takes  place  ordinarily  in  the  jurisdiction 
with  which  the  child  and  his  family  have  the  closest 
connection  and  that  courts  decline  the  exercise  of 
jurisdiction  when  the  child  and  his  family  have  a 
closer  connection  with  another  court. 

Approved:  4/28/78  Effective:  6/27/78 

11  P.S.  2401  through  2424 

Act  1978-53  Judiciary 

A  supplement  to  the  Judiciary  Act  of  1976,  known  as 
the  Judiciary  Act  Repealer  Act. 

Repeals  acts  and  parts  of  acts  which  have  been 
supplied  by  the  Judiciary  Act  or  by  other  acts  or 
which  are  otherwise  obsolete;  makes  revisions, 
corrections  and  additions  relating  to  judiciary  and 
judicial  procedure  including  certain  judicially 
enforceable  rights,  duties,  immunities  and  liabilities; 
adds  certain  provisions  of  existing  law  to  and  makes 
conforming  and  editorial  changes  in  the  following 
titles  of  the  Pennsylvania  Consolidated  Statutes: 


Title 

2 

Administi'ative  Law 

and 

Procedure 

Title 

15 

Corporations  and  Un 

incorporated 

Associations 

Title 

18 

Crimes  and  Offenses 

Title 

20 

Decedents,  Estates 

and 

Fiduciaries 

Tit  le 

40 

Insurance 

Title 

42 

Judiciary  and  Judic 

ial 

Procedure 

Title 

4  5 

Legal  Notices 

Title 

51 

Military  Affairs 

Title 

75 

Vehicles; 
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brings  the  Judicial  Code  into  conformance  with 
recent  extensive  changes  to  the  Juvenile  Act; 
provides  for  provisions  of  the  Judiciary  Act  of  1976 
relating  to  budgeting  and  financial  matters  to  take 
effect  as  to  political  subdivisions  with  respect  to 
fiscal  years  commencing  on  or  after  July  1,  1978. 

Approved:  4/28/78  Effective:  6/27/78 

42  P.S.  20001  through  20004 


Act  1978-122  Civil  Immunity 

Amends  Section  8332  of  the  Judicial  Code  (Title  42 
of  the  Pennsylvania  Consolidated  Statutes) ,  1976 
P.L.  586,  No.  142. 

Extends  provisions  relating  to  nonmedical  good 
Samaritan  civil  immunity  for  any  fireman,  policeman, 
member  of  a  volunteer  ambulance  or  rescue  squad  or 
member  of  the  National  Ski  Patrol  rendering  emergency 
care  in  the  performance  of  his  duties  by  including 
any  person  who,  at  the  time  of  rendering  the  emergency 
care,  is  the  holder  of  a  current  certificate  showing 
the  successful  completion  of  a  course  in  first  aid, 
advanced  life  saving  or  basic  life  support  sponsored 
by  the  American  National  Red  Cross  or  the  American 
Heart  Association  or  an  equivalent  course  of  instruction 
approved  by  the  Department  of  Health  in  consultation 
with  a  technical  committee  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Emergency  Health  Services  Council  and  who,  in 
rendering  the  emergency  care,  is  performing  techniques 
and  employing  procedures  consistent  with  the  nature 
and  level  of  the  training  for  which  the  certificate 
has  been  issued. 

Approved:  7/1/78  Effective:  8/30/78 

42  Pa.C.S.A.  8332 


Act  1978-141  Criminal  Sentencing 

Amends  Section  1311  of  the  Crimes  Code  (Title  18  of 
the  Pennsylvania  Consolidated  Statutes),  1972  P.L.  1482, 
No.  334,  added  1974  P.L.  1052,  No.  345. 

Replaces  provisions  relating  to  the  sentencing 
procedure  for  murder  of  the  first  degree  and  the 
imposition  of  a  sentence  of  death. 

Governor's  veto  Effective:  9/13/78 

overridden:  9/13/78 

18  Pa.C.S.A.  1311 
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Act  1978-164 


Electronic  Surveillance 


Repeals  and  replaces  Chapter  57  of  the  Crimes  Code 
(Title  18  of  the  Pennsylvania  Consolidated  Statutes) , 

1972  P.L.  1482,  No.  334,  amended  1974  P.L.  1007,  No.  327. 

Repeals  and  replaces  provisions  relating'  to 
wiretapping  and  electronic  surveillance;  new 
provisions  are  to  be  known  as  the  Wiretapping  and 
Electronic  Surveillance  Control  Act. 

Approved:  10/4/78  Effective:  12/4/78 

18  Pa.  C.S.A.  5701  through 
5705  (repealed) 

18  Pa.  C.S.A.  5701  through 
5726  (added) 

Act  1978-165  Criminal  Investigations 
A  new  act. 

Establishes  a  procedure  for  the  disclosure  of 
otherwise  confidential  information  for  investigative 
purposes . 

Approved:  10/4/78  Effective:  12/4/78 

28  P.S.  71  through  77 


Act  1978-168  Immunity  of  Witnesses,  Statute  of  Limitations 

Amends  Sections  5552(c)  and  5947  of  the  Judicial 
Code  (Title  42  of  the  Pennsylvania  Consolidated 
Statutes),  1976  P.L.  586,  No.  142,  added  1978 
P.L.  ,  No.  53. 

Extends  the  statute  of  limitations  for  an 
offense  committed  by  a  public  officer  or  employe  in 
the  course  of  or  in  connection  with  his  office  of 
employment;  changes  provisions  relating  to  immunity 
of  witnesses. 

Approved:  10/4/78  Effective:  12/4/78 

42  Pa.  C.S.A.  5552  subsec.  (c) 
and  5947 
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Act  1978-169  Crime  Commission 


A  new  act,  known  as  the  Pennsylvania  Crime  Commission 
Act . 


Creates  the  Pennsylvania  Crime  Commission 
empowered  to  investigate  organized  crime  and  public 
corruption . 

Approved:  10/4/78  Effective:  12/4/78 

71  P.S.  119.1  through  1199.11 


Act  1978-271  Counties 

A  new  act,  known  as  the  Investigating  Grand  Jury 
Act . 


Establishes  the  procedure  for  the  convening  of 
a  county  investigating  grand  jury  or  multi-county 
investigating  grand  jury  for  the  purpose  of 
investigating  conditions  relating  to  organized  crime 
or  public  corruption  brought  to  the  attention  of  the 
grand  jury  by  the  court,  the  district  attorney  or 
the  Attorney  General;  provides  for  an  investigating 
grand  jury  to  have  every  power  available  to  any 
other  grand  jury  of  the  Commonwealth;  requires  that 
the  costs  of  a  county  investigating  grand  jury  be 
borne  by  the  county  in  which  it  is  impaneled  and 
that  the  costs  of  a  multi-county  investigating  grand 
jury  be  borne  by  the  Commonwealth. 

Approved:  11/22/78  Effective:  11/22/78 

19  P.S.  265  through  278 


Act  1978-274  Crime  and  Delinquency 
A  new  act. 

Establishes  the  Pennsylvania  Commission  on 
Crime  and  Delinquency  as  an  administrative  commission 
in  the  Governor's  Office  consisting  of  the  Attorney 
General,  the  Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court,  the 
Court  Administrator,  a  court  of  common  pleas  judge, 
the  State  Police  Commissioner,  the  chairmen  of  the 
House  and  Senate  Majority  Appropriations  Committees, 
the  chairman  of  the  Juvenile  Advisory  Committee, 
four  members  of  the  General  Assembly  and,  as 
gubernatorial  appointees,  one  representative  of 
local  law  enforcement  agencies,  one  representative 
of  adult  correctional  rehabilitative  agencies,  one 
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representative  of  local  elected  officials,  one 
district  attorney  representative,  seven  private 
citizens,  at  least  two  of  which  serve  on  the 
Juvenile  Advisorv  Committee,  and  additional  members 
as  necessary  to  comply  with  the  requirements  of 
federal  law;  designates  the  commission  as  the  state 
planning  agency  for  the  purposes  of  the  federal 
Omnibus  Crime  Control  and  Safe  Streets  Act  of  1968 
and  Juvenile  Justice  and  Delinquency  Prevention  Act 
of  1974  and  provides  additional  powers  and  duties  of 
the  commission;  requires  every  constable,  chief  of 
police,  county  police  force,  sheriff,  coroner, 
district  attorney,  chief  probation  officer  and  the 
Bureau  of  Corrections  in  the  Department  of  Justice, 
the  Board  of  Probation  and  Parole,  State  Police, 

State  Court  Administrator,  Juvenile  Court  Judges 
Commission,  Department  of  Public  Welfare,  State  Fire 
Marshal,  Liquor  Control  Board,  Philadelphia  Municipal 
and  Traffic  Courts,  justices  of  the  peace,  countv 
prison  wardens  and  every  other  person  or  agency 
dealing  with  crime  and  delinquency,  when  requested 
by  the  commission,  to  install  and  maintain  record 
systems  needed  for  the  correct  reporting  of  statistical 
data  required  by  the  commission;  provides  for  the 
establishment  of  a  Juvenile  Advisory  Committee  and 
Regional  Advisory  Committees  to  serve  in  an  advisory 
capacity  to  the  commission;  abolishes  the  Governor's 
Justice  Commission  and  transfers  its  personnel, 
assets  and  appropriations  to  the  Commission  on  Crime 
and  Delinquency;  repeals  provisons  of  the  Administrative 
Code  pertaining  to  duties  of  the  Attorney  General 
relative  to  criminal  statistics;  provides  for 
termination  of  the  commission  on  December  31,  1980, 
and  requires  the  Judiciary  Committees  of  the  House 
and  Senate,  at  least  nine  months  prior  to  the 
termination,  to  review  the  performance  of  the  commission 
and  to  recommend  extension  or  reorganization  if  deemed 
appropriate . 

Approved:  11/22/78  Effective:  12/31/80 

38  P.S.  1190.21  through 
1190. 32 


Act  1978-301  Cities  -  Third  Class;  Judicial  Administration 

Amends  Section  911  and  adds  Sections  1341,  1342  and 
5904  to  the  Judicial  Code  (Title  42  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Consolidated  Statutes),  1976  P.L.  586,  No.  142. 

Adds  judges  to  the  courts  of  common  pleas  in 
several  judicial  districts  and  provides  for  the 
election  of  the  additional  judges;  authorizes  any 
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city  of  the  third  class  to  establish  by  ordinance  a 
traffic  court  for  the  city  as  a  court  not  of  record; 
requires  that  the  traffic  court  be  presided  over  and 
supervised  by  the  district  justice  of  the  city 
designated  by  the  president  judge  of  the  court  of 
common  pleas  upon  petition  by  the  city;  further 
provides  for  the  subpoena  of  witnesses  in  criminal 
proceedings . 

Approved:  11/26/78  Effective:  11/26/78 

42  Pa.C.S.A.  911 ,  1341 , 

1342  and  5904 


Act  1978-319  Criminal  Sentencing 

Amends  the  following  sections  of  the  Crimes  Code 
(Title  18  of  the  Pennsylvania  Consolidated  Statutes) , 
1972  P.L.  1482,  No.  334: 

Section  1321(b) ; 

Sections  1381  and  1382  (repealed); 

Sections  1381  through  1386  (added) ; 

Section  4104. 

Further  provides  for  sentencing  standards  to  be 
considered  by  the  court;  removes  provisions  relating 
to  sentencing  councils;  creates  the  Pennsylvania 
Commission  on  Sentencing  and  requires  the  commission 
to  adopt  guidelines  for  sentencing  to  be  considered 
by  the  sentencing  court  in  determining  the  appropriate 
sentence  for  felonies  and  misdemeanors;  provides  for 
appellate  review  of  sentence;  establishes  an  interim 
guideline  for  the  minimum  sentencing  of  certain 
repeat  offenders  for  use  until  sentencing  guidelines 
adopted  by  the  Pennsylvania  Commission  on  Sentencing 
become  effective;  also  provides  for  the  offense  of 
removal  or  alteration  of  identification  marks  on 
personal  property. 

Approved:  11/26/78  Effective:  1/1/79,  except 

that  provisions  relating 
to  appellate  review  of 
sentence  shall  take 
effect  upon  the  effective 
date  of  the  initial 
guidelines  adopted  by 
the  Pennsylvania  Commission 
on  Sentencing. 

18  Pa.C.S.A.  1321,  1381  and 
1382  (rep.),  1381  through 
1386  and  4104 
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VIII.  STATE  GOVERNMENT 


Act  1978-2  Cities  -  Third  Class,  Boroughs,  Townships, 

Counties  -  Third  to  Eighth  Class 

Amends  Section  2.1(b)  of  the  Local  Government 
Commission  Law,  1935  P.L.  244,  No.  102,  added 
1976  P.L.  909,  No.  164. 

Requires  the  Local  Government  Commission  to 
make  an  initial  distribution  of  an  updated  copy  of 
the  appropriate  code  to  each  elected  official  of  the 
political  subdivision  governed  by  the  specific  code 
and  to  such  appointed  officials  of  the  political 
subdivisions  as  the  commission  deems  necessary. 

Approved:  2/22/78  Effective:  2/22/78 

46  P.S.  431.2a 


Act  1978-5  Surface  Mining 

Amends  Section  4.2(b)  of  the  Surface  Mining 
Conservation  and  Reclamation  Act,  1945  P.L.  1198, 

No.  418,  amended  1971  P.L.  554,  No.  147. 

Prohibits  any  blaster  from  leaving  a  working 
place  after  task  completion  without  first  filling  a 
report  with  the  mine  operator  known  as  a  blaster’s 
report,  indicating  the  nature  of  the  blasting 
operation,  including  the  type  and  amount  of  explosives 
used . 

Approved:  3/3/78  Effective:  5/2/78 

52  P.S.  1396.4b 


Act  1978-43  Anthracite  Standards 

Amends  the  Title  and  Sections  2,  6,  7  and  8  of  the 
Anthracite  Standards  Law,  1947  P.L.  368,  No.  168, 
Sections  6,  7  and  8,  amended  1951  P.L.  1465,  No.  362. 

Abolishes  the  Anthracite  Committee  of  the 
Department  of  Commerce  and  imposes  administrative 
and  enforcement  powers  under  the  act  on  the  Department 
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of  Environmental  Resources  and  its  mine  inspectors; 
changes  the  specifications  for  standard  anthracite; 
requires  that  inspections  authorized  under  the  act 
be  made  only  subsequent  to  a  public  complaint 
submitted  to  the  Department  of  Environmental 
Resources;  further  provides  for  penalties  for 
violation . 


Effective:  4/28/78 


Approved:  4/28/78 


73  P.S.  261,  262,  266 
267  and  268 


Act  1978-51  Flood  Relief  Grants 


A  new  act. 

Provides  for  the  Department  of  Public  Welfare 
to  administer  a  program  of  grants  to  cover  a  portion 
of  the  adjusted  loss  for  nonbusiness  or  nonfarm 
personal  property  damaged  or  destroyed  by  the  floods 
of  July,  1977;  provides  for  the  grants  to  be  based 
on  the  adjusted  loss  determined  by  subtracting  the 
amount  received  by  the  application  from  the  Department 
of  Public  Welfare  under  the  Federal  Disaster  Relief 
Act  of  1974  from  the  total  loss  excluding  any  preflood 
indebtedness,  business  or  farm  losses  and  any  loss 
covered  by  insurance;  provides  for  grants  of  30 
percent  of  the  first  $5,000  of  adjusted  loss,  20 
percent  of  the  second  $5,000,  10  percent  of  the 
third  $5,000  and  5  percent  of  the  balance  and  limits 
the  total  grant  to  $4,000;  provides  for  the  owner  of 
real  property  which  was  condemned  under  eminent 
domain  proceedings  and  where  measure  of  damage  is 
calculated  under  Section  602  of  the  Eminent  Domain 
Code  (flood  damage  excluded  in  determining  fair 
market  value)  to  be  ineligible  for  the  grant; 
requires  that  all  applications  for  grants  be 
submitted  to  the  department  within  120  days  after 
the  effective  date  of  the  act;  provides  for  distribution 
of  grants  on  a  pro  rata  basis  in  the  event  that  the 
allocation  of  funds  is  insufficient;  authorizes  the 
Governor  to  allocate  up  to  $10,000,000  for  the 
program  from  funds  made  available  for  disaster 
relief  and  assistance  under  the  General  Appropriation 
Act  of  1977;  provides  penalties  for  false  claims. 

Became  law  without  Effective:  4/28/78 

the  Governor ' s 


signature : 
4/28/78 


71  P.S.  1689.201  through 
1689.205 
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Act  1968-70  Department  of  Aging 


Amends  Sections  201,  203,  206,  207.1,  448  and  2328 
of  and  adds  Article  XXII-A  to  the  Administrative 
Code  of  1929,  P.L.  177,  No.  175. 

Creates  the  Department  of  Aging  as  a  cabinet- 
level  state  agency  whose  jurisdiction,  powers  and 
duties  are  directed  to  advancing  the  well-being  of 
Pennsylvania's  older  citizens;  requires  the  department 
to  develop  and  administer  a  comprehensive  state  plan 
for  services,  programs  and  activities  for  the  aging 
furnished  by  state  agencies,  to  administer  the  state 
plan  for  the  aging  required  by  federal  law  and  to 
provide  for  services  to  the  aging  through  area 
agencies  for  the  aging  and  other  appropriate  agencies; 
provides  for  the  department  to  function  as  the  sole 
state  agency  to  receive  and  disburse  federal  funds 
under  the  Older  Americans  Act  of  1965  and  state 
funds  made  available  for  providing  services  to  older 
persons;  authorizes  the  department,  after  July  1, 

1979,  and  at  the  option  of  the  Secretary,  to 
administer  the  provisions  of  the  Pennsylvania  Urban 
Mass  Transportation  Assistance  Law  which  relate  to 
free  local  transit  for  the  elderly;  requires  the 
Department  of  Community  Affairs  and  the  Pennsylvania 
Housing  Finance  Agency  in  the  location,  design, 
management  and  services  of  housing  built  for  older 
persons;  provides  additional  powers  and  duties  for 
the  department;  creates  in  the  Office  of  the  Governor 
the  Pennsylvania  Council  on  Aging  to  function  in  an 
advisory  capacity  to  the  department  and  to  carry  out 
comprehensive  studies  on  major  issues  affecting  the 
aging;  requires  the  Commonwealth  to  be  divided  into 
district  planning  and  service  areas  and  requires  the 
department  to  designate  an  area  agency  for  each 
area;  establishes  standards  for  the  designation  of 
area  agencies;  requires  each  area  agency  to  develop 
a  comprehensive  plan  to  coordinate  services  for 
older  persons  within  its  planning  and  service  area; 
provides  for  powers  and  duties  of  area  agencies  and 
establishes  the  basis  for  allocation  of  state  and 
federal  funds  to  area  agencies;  provides  for  the 
appointment  of  a  15-member  advisory  board  in  each 
planning  and  service  area;  provides  for  the  Department 
of  Aging  to  expire  on  January  1,  1985,  unless 
reestablished  by  the  General  Assembly  and  authorizes 
reestablishment  of  the  department  for  periods  not  to 
exceed  six  years. 

Approved:  6/20/78  Effective:  1/1/79  (Requires 

the  Governor  to  nominate  a 
secretary  within  30  days 
of  the  effective  date  and 
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provides  for  the  secretary 
and  adequate  staff  to 
commence  transitional  and 
budgetary  activities; 
provides  that  other  programs 
and  activities  authorized 
under  the  act  may  not 
commence  before  7/1/79.) 

71  P.S.  61,  63,  66,  67.1, 

158,  611.8  71  P.S.  581 
71  P.S.  581-1  through  581-12 


Act  1978-93  Seasonal  Farm  Labor 

A  new  act,  known  as  the  Seasonal  Farm  Labor  Act. 

Establishes  minimum  wages  and  provides  for 
hours  of  labor  of  seasonal  farm  workers;  provides 
for  the  inspection  of  seasonal  farm  labor  camps  and 
provides  for  the  rights  of  access  and  entry;  requires 
farm  labor  contractors  to  register  annually  with  the 
Department  of  Labor  and  Industry. 

Approved:  6/23/78  Effective:  9/21/78 

43  P.S.  1301.101  et  seq. 


Act  1978-109  Economic  Development 

A  new  act,  known  as  the  Milrite  (Make  Industry  and 
Labor  Right  in  Today's  Economy)  Act. 

Creates  a  15-member  quasi-public,  independent, 
economic  development  agency  known  as  the  Milrite 
Council  empowered  to  research  matters  relating  to 
the  promotion  of  the  industrial  potential  of 
Pennsylvania,  plan  for  economic  revitalization  of 
Commonwealth  industries,  recommend  implementation 
procedures  for  all  plans,  encourage  cooperation 
among  federal,  state  and  local  programs,  recommend 
changes  in  the  economic  delivery  tools  of  state 
government  and  recommend  organizational  structure 
suited  to  local  needs  and  conditions;  provides  for 
the  council's  existence  to  be  limited  to  six  years 
unless  extended  by  the  General  Assembly;  appropriates 
$200,000  to  the  council  for  fiscal  year  1978-1979. 

Approved:  7/1/78  Effective:  8/30/78 

73  P.S.  391.1  through 
391.7 
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Act  1978-149  State  Budget  Procedures,  Campus  Police 


Repeals  Sections  601  through  608  of  and  adds 
Sections  609  through  620  to  the  Administrative  Code 
of  1929,  P.L.  177,  No.  175;  amends  Section  2416  of 
the  Administrative  Code,  amended  1968  P.L.  297, 

No.  149,  and  1975  P.L.  149,  No.  75. 

Amends  the  Administrative  Code  to  replace 
provisions  relating  to  Commonwealth  budget  procedures; 
provides  for  the  establishment  and  operation  of  the 
Office  of  the  Budget  as  an  administrative  agency 
within  the  Governor's  Office  and  transfers  the 
Bureau  of  Financial  Management  from  the  Office  of 
Administration  to  the  Office  of  the  Budget;  provides 
for  the  preparation  of  the  budget,  program  evaluation 
and  submission  of  the  budget  to  the  General  Assembly; 
requires  the  Office  of  the  Budget  to  prepare  fiscal 
notes  for  regulatory  and  administrative  procedures 
of  the  administrative  departments,  boards,  commissions 
and  authorities  receiving  money  from  the  State  Treasury, 
stating  whether  the  proposed  action  or  procedure 
causes  a  loss  of  revenue  or  an  increase  in  the  cost 
of  programs  to  the  Commonwealth  or  its  political 
subdivisions;  requires  that  the  fiscal  note  be 
published  in  the  Pennsylvania  Bulletin  at  the  same 
time  the  proposed  change  is  advertised;  requires  all 
administrative  departments,  boards  and  commissions 
and  the  Attorney  General  to  transmit  to  the  Auditor 
General,  State  Treasurer  and  Secretary  of  the  Budget 
a  complete  list  of  employes  and  to  provide  monthly 
updates  to  the  list;  provides  for  estimates  of 
current  expenditures  by  departments,  boards  and 
commissions  and  by  the  Auditor  General,  State 
Treasurer  and  Attorney  General;  provides  for  the 
state  fiscal  period,  for  revenue  estimates  by  the 
Department  of  Revenue  and  for  the  transmission  of 
budget  information  and  budget  implementation  data  to 
the  General  Assembly;  amends  provisions  relating  to 
campus  police  to  provide  for  campus  police  for 
community  colleges  and  to  require  that  training  for 
campus  police  be  approved  by  the  Department  of 
Education  rather  than  by  the  police  commissioner  or 
chief  of  the  municipality  in  which  the  premises  are 
located . 


Approved:  9/27/78 

Ef  f  ect ive : 

9/27/78 

71  P.S. 

221 

through 

228 

(repealed) 

71  P.S. 

229 

through 

240 

(added) 

71  P.S. 

746 
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Act  1978-152  Soverign  Immunity 


Amends  Title  1  (General  Provisions)  and  Title  42 
(Judiciary  and  Judicial  Procedure)  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Consolidated  Statutes,  1970  P.L.  707,  No.  230. 

Reaffirms  sovereign  immunity  as  provided  in  the 
Pennsylvania  Constitution  and  preserves  sovereign 
immunity  as  a  bar  to  claims  brought  against  Commonwealth 
agencies  and  their  officials  and  employes;  specifically 
waives  sovereign  immunity  in  certain  limited  cases; 
grants  jurisdiction  to  certain  courts  over  claims 
brought  against  Commonwealth  agencies  and  provides 
for  limitations  upon  and  procedures  relating  to  such 
claims;  requires  the  Attorney  General  to  promulgate 
rules  and  regulations  to  implement  the  act. 

Approved:  9/28/78  Effective:  9/28/78 

42  Pa.  C.S.A.  2310,  761,  762, 
931,  5101,  5110,  5111  and 
5522 


Act  1978-192  Transportation 

Amends  Sections  468  and  2002  of  the  Administrative 
Code  of  1929,  P.L.  177,  No.  175,  Section  468  amended 
1970  P.L.  356,  No.  120. 

Increases  the  membership  of  the  State  Transportation 
Commission  from  thirteen  to  fifteen  members  and  to 
require  that  at  least  one  of  the  members  of  the 
commission  hold  at  least  a  private  pilot’s  license 
and  be  actively  involved  in  aviation;  authorizes  any 
person  aggrieved  by  findings  made  to  actions  taken 
by  the  Department  of  Transportation  relating  to 
environmental  effects  (including  conservation, 
sanitary,  recreation,  social,  historic  and  economic 
considerations)  of  a  proposed  transportation  route 
or  program  to  appeal  to  the  Commonwealth  Court 
within  90  days  after  the  publication  of  findings  by 
the  Secretary  of  Transportation  that  no  adverse 
environmental  effect  is  likely  to  result  from  the 
transportation  route  or  program  or  that  there 
exists  no  feasible  alternative  to  such  effect  and 
that  all  reasonable  steps  have  been  taken  to  minimize 
the  effect;  provides  for  such  appeal  to  be  the  sole 
and  exclusive  judicial  remedy  available  to  contest 
any  such  findings  or  actions. 

Approved:  10/4/78  Effective:  2/1/78 

71  P.S.  178  and  2002(e) 
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Act  1978-259  Outdoor  Advertising 


Adds  Section  4.1  to  the  Outdoor  Advertising  Control 
Act  of  1971,  P.L.  596,  No.  160. 

Defers  the  removal  of  signs  existing  on  June  1 , 
1972,  providing  necessary  directional  information 
about  facilities  in  the  interest  of  the  traveling 
public  until  after  all  other  nonconforming  signs  are 
removed;  requires  such  signs  to  comply  with  the 
permit  requirements  of  the  act  and  the  regulations 
of  the  Department  of  Transportation. 

Approved:  10/5/78  Effective:  10/5/78 

36  P.S.  2718. 1041 


Act  1978-314  Underground  Storage 

A  new  act,  known  as  the  Underground  Storage  Act. 

Requires  the  Department  of  Labor  and  Industry 
to  promulgate  regulations  governing  the  use  and 
maintenance  of  natural  or  man-made  caverns  used  for 
the  storage  of  natural  or  artificial  gas  and  governing 
commercial,  industrial  or  construction  activity  at 
or  near  such  underground  storage  facility  sites,  in 
order  to  protect  the  health  and  safety  of  workers 
and  the  general  public  and  to  protect  public  and 
private  property  located  near  underground  storage 
facilities;  requires  the  user  of  an  underground 
storage  facility,  including  the  Commonwealth  or  a 
political  subdivision,  to  post  a  $100,000  bond  or 
proof  of  liability  insurance  coverage  in  that  amount 
to  cover  damages  which  may  be  caused  by  the  use  of 
the  facility  or  a  stored  commodity;  requires  that 
the  design  and  construction  of  underground  storage 
facilities  be  in  accordance  with  regulations  of  the 
Department  of  Environmental  Resources  and  prohibits 
the  use  of  an  underground  storage  facility  constructed 
after  the  enactment  date  of  the  act  until  a  permit 
has  been  issued  by  the  Department;  provides  for  the 
enforcement  of  the  act  by  the  Department  of  Labor 
and  Industry  and  establishes  penalties  for  violations; 
repeals  inconsistent  legislation;  excludes  from 
regulation  under  the  act  underground  storage  facilities 
subject  to  the  Gas  Operations,  Well-Drilling,  Petroleum 
and  Coal  Mining  Act  and  facilities  certificated  by 
the  Federal  Energy  Regulatory  Commission  or  its 
predecessor  under  the  federal  Natural  Gas  Act. 

Approved:  11/26/78  Effective:  2/26/79 

58  P.S.  451  through  459 
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" 


IX.  PROPOSED  CONSTITUTIONAL  AMENDMENTS 


Joint 

Resolution 

1978-1 


Joint 

Resolution 

1978-2 


Judiciary 

Proposed  amendment  to  Article  V  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania 
providing  for  additional  judges  for  the  Superior 
Court,  changing  provisions  relating  to  initial 
terms  and  further  providing  for  the  president 
judge  of  the  Superior  Court. 

Filed  in  the  Office  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Commonwealth:  6/20/78 
Prior  passage:  none 


Judiciary 

Proposed  amendment  to  Article  V  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania 
providing  for  retention  election  of  justices  of 
the  peace. 

Filed  in  the  Office  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Commonwealth:  6/27/78 

Prior  passage:  none 


NOTE:  A  Constitutional  amendment  must  be 

passed  by  two  successive  sessions  of 
the  General  Assembly  and  approved  by 
a  majority  of  the  electorate. 
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Criminal  History  Record  Information  Act 

305 

23 

Dam  Safety  Act 

325 

35 

Election  Code,  election  expenditures 

318 

71 

Election  Code,  primary  and  election  expenses 

171 

69 
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Emergency  Management  Services  Code  323 

Emergency  Telephone  Act  42 

erection  of  public  buildings,  contracts 

and  purchases  242 

Flood  Control  Law,  contracts  and 

purchases  233 

flood  control  projects,  contracts  and 

purchases  230 

Flood  Plain  Management  Act  166 

Fourth  to  Eighth  Class  County  Assessment 
Law,  assessment  roll  changes,  various 
deadline  dates,  appeals  by  taxing 

districts  268 

Fourth  to  Eighth  Class  County  Assessment 

Law,  class  actions  49 

Fourth  to  Eighth  Class  County  Assessment 
Law,  countywide  reassessment,  notice 
and  appeal  process  125 

Historic  Preservation  Act  273 

Home  Rule  Charter  and  Optional  Plans 
Law,  disposition  of  study  commission 
records  123 

interest  rate  limit  on  government 
obligations,  temporary  removal 

extended  64 

intergovernmental  cooperation,  contracts 

and  purchases  238 

joint  purchases,  advertisement  and 

bidding  requirements  231 

liquid  fuels  proceeds,  limited  waiver 

of  construction  requirement  4 

Liquor  Code,  licensing  quota  exemption, 

veterans'  organizations  56 

Local  Government  Unit  Debt  Act,  reenactment, 

extensive  amendments  52 

Local  Tax  Collection  Law,  equal  rights, 

men  and  women  176 

Local  Tax  Enabling  Act,  earned  income 

tax,  low  income  exemption  113 

Local  Tax  Enabling  Act,  equal  rights, 

men  and  women  177 

Municipal  Retirement  Law,  various 

amendments  1 


Municipalities  Planning  Code,  extensive 
adjustments,  municipal  curative 
amendment  procedure,  joint  municipal 
zoning  249 

Municipalities  Planning  Code,  stay  of 

proceedings  on  appeal  150 
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28 

27 

11 

1 1 

10 

31 


2 

1 

1 

40 

22 

21 

11 

10 

52 

43 

20 

15 

4 

15 

64 


47 


46 
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in  lieu  of  required  improvements 
Municipalities  Planning  Code,  time  for 

60 

45 

plat  decision  and  notification 

Municipalities  Planning  Code,  zoning 

20 

44 

hearing  board,  membership 

Municipalities  Planning  Code,  zoning 

203 

46 

ordinances,  preservation  of  farmland 
Municipality  Authorities  Act,  terms  of 

284 

49 

board  members,  filling  vacancies 

Permanent  Registration  Act,  change 

7 

55 

of  registration  by  mail 

300 

70 

police  officers,  compensation 

144 

66 

Political  Subdivision  Tort  Claims  Act 

330 

23 

Public  Employee  Pension  Forfeiture  Act 

140 

65 

Public  Facilities  Concession  Regulation  Act 

315 

50 

Public  Works  Contract  Regulation  Law 

Sewage  Facilities  Act,  backfilling 

317 

13 

test  pits  and  holes 

Sewage  Facilities  Act,  disposition  of 

212 

52 

penalties 

sewer  charges,  shutting  off  water  supply 

296 

19 

for  nonpayment 

162 

51 

Steel  Products  Procurement  Act 

3 

7 

Storm  Water  Managment  Act 

167 

33 

tax  exemptions,  disabled  veterans 

11 

3 

Utility  Service  Tenants  Rights  Act 

Vehicle  Code,  liability  resulting  from 

299 

74 

snowmobile  designation 

Workmen’s  Compensation  Act,  coverage  for 

86 

54 

volunteer  rescue  and  lifesaving  squads 
Workmen’s  Compensation  Act,  exemption  from 

322 

67 

coverage  under  special  circumstances 

Workmen's  Compensation  Act,  medical  payments. 

336 

68 

suspension  of  compensation  on  return  to  work 

Townships  -  First  Class 

Abortion  Control  Act,  use  of  public  funds 

119 

67 

restricted 

148 

38 

Appalachian  Trail  Act 

conflicts  of  interest,  public  officials 

41 

30 

and  employes 

170 

61 

contract  awards,  steel  products  provisions 

95 

8 

contracts  and  purchases 

county  associations  of  township  officers, 
conventions,  conferences,  institutes  or 

237 

11 

schools 

279 

58 
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Criminal  History  Record  Information  Act  305  23 

Dam  Safety  Act  325  35 

Election  Code,  election  expenditures  318  •  71 

Election  Code,  primary  and  election  expenses  171  69 

Emergency  Management  Services  Code  323  28 

Emergency  Telephone  Act  42  27 

equal  rights,  men  and  women  186  15 

Flood  Control  Law,  contracts  and 

purchases  233  11 

flood  control  projects,  contracts  and 

purchases  230  10 

Flood  Plain  Management  Act  166  31 

Fourth  to  Eighth  Class  County  Assessment 
Law,  assessment  roll  changes,  various 
deadline  dates,  appeals  by  taxing 

districts  268  2 

Fourth  to  Eighth  Class  County  Assessment 

Law,  class  actions  49  1 

Fourth  to  Eighth  Class  County  Assessment 
Law,  countywide  reassessment,  notice 

and  appeal  process  125  1 

General  County  Assessment  Law, 

assessment  roll  changes  269  2 

Historic  Preservation  Act  273  40 

Home  Rule  Charter  and  Optional  Plans 
Law,  disposition  of  study  commission 

records  123  22 

interest  rate  limit  on  government 
obligations,  temporary  removal 

extended  64  21 

intergovernmental  cooperation,  contracts 

and  purchases  238  11 

joint  purchases,  advertisement  and 

bidding  requirements  231  10 

liquid  fuels  proceeds,  limited  waiver 

of  construction  requirement  4  52 

Liquor  Code,  licensing  quota  exemption, 

veterans'  organizations  56  43 

Local  Government  Unit  Debt  Act,  reenactment, 

extensive  amendments  52  20 

Local  Tax  Collection  Law,  equal  rights, 

men  and  women  176  15 

Local  Tax  Enabling  Act,  earned  income 

tax,  low  income  exemption  113  4 

Local  Tax  Enabling  Act,  equal  rights, 

men  and  women  177  15 

municipal  codes,  distribution  of  copies 

by  Local  Government  Commission  2  83 

Municipal  Retirement  Law,  various 

amendments  1  64 
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Municipalities  Planning  Code,  extensive 
adjustments,  municipal  curative 
amendment  procedure,  joint  municipal 

zoning 

Municipalities  Planning  Code,  stay  of 

249 

47 

proceedings  on  appeal 

Municipalities  Planning  Code,  street 
standards  for  plat  approval,  bond 

150 

46 

in  lieu  of  required  improvements 
Municipalities  Planning  Code,  time  for 

60 

45 

plat  decision  and  notification 

Municipalities  Planning  Code,  zoning 

20 

44 

hearing  board,  membership 

Municipalities  Planning  Code,  zoning 

203 

46 

ordinances,  preservation  of  farmland 
Municipality  Authorities  Act,  terms  of 

284 

49 

board  members,  filling  vacancies 

Parking  Authority  Law,  contracts  and 

7 

55 

purchases 

Permanent  Registration  Act,  change 

229 

10 

of  registration  by  mail 

300 

70 

police  officers,  compensation 

144 

66 

Political  Subdivision  Tort  Claims  Act 

330 

23 

Public  Employee  Pension  Forfeiture  Act 

140 

65 

Public  Facilities  Concession  Regulation  Act 

315 

50 

Public  Works  Contract  Regulation  Law 
real  property,  bidding  requirements, 
conveyances  to  nonprofit  medical 

317 

13 

and  housing  corporations 

Sewage  Facilities  Act,  backfilling 

157 

9 

test  pits  and  holes 

Sewage  Facilities  Act,  disposition  of 

212 

52 

penalties 

sewer  charges,  shutting  off  water  supply 

296 

19 

for  nonpayment 

162 

51 

Steel  Products  Procurement  Act 

3 

7 

Storm  Water  Managment  Act 

streets,  power  to  lay  out,  open,  widen 

167 

33 

and  vacate 

48 

53 

tax  exemptions,  disabled  veterans 

Third  Class  County  Assessment  Board  Law, 
assessment  roll  changes,  various 

11 

3 

deadline  dates 

Urban  Redevelopment  Law,  acquisition 

270 

2 

of  blighted  property 

94 

41 

Utility  Service  Tenants  Rights  Act 

299 

74 

vacancy  provisions,  elective  offices 

Vehicle  Code,  liability  resulting  from 

69 

56 

snowmobile  designation 

86 

54 

-110- 


Townships  -  First  Class 


Ac  t 


Page 


Workmen's  Compensation  Act,  coverage  for 

volunteer  rescue  and  lifesaving  squads  322 

Workmen's  Compensation  Act,  exemption  from 

coverage  under  special  circumstances  336 

Workmen's  Compensation  Act,  medical  payments, 

suspension  of  compensation  on  return  to  work  119 

Townships  -  Second  Class 


Abortion  Control  Act,  use  of  public  funds 

restricted  148 

Appalachian  Trail  Act  41 

conflicts  of  interest,  public  officials 

and  employes  170 

contracts  and  purchases  228 

county  associations  of  township  officers, 

expenses  for  attending  conventions  295 

Criminai  History  Record  Information  Act  305 

Dam  Safety  Act  325 

Election  Code,  election  expenditures  318 

Election  Code,  primary  and  election  expenses  171 

Emergency  Management  Services  Code  323 

Emergency  Telephone  Act  42 

equal  rights,  men  and  women  187 

Flood  Control  Law,  contracts  and 

purchases  233 

flood  control  projects,  contracts  and 

purchases  230 

Flood  Plain  Management  Act  166 

Fourth  to  Eighth  Class  County  Assessment 
Law,  assessment  roll  changes,  various 
deadline  dates,  appeals  by  taxing 

districts  268 

Fourth  to  Eighth  Class  County  Assessment 

Law,  class  actions  49 

Fourth  to  Eighth  Class  County  Assessment 
Law,  countywide  reassessment,  notice 
and  appeal  process  125 

General  County  Assessment  Law, 

assessment  roll  changes  269 

Historic  Preservation  Act  273 

Home  Rule  Charter  and  Optional  Plans 
Law,  disposition  of  study  commission 
records  123 

interest  rate  limit  on  government 
obligations,  temporary  removal 

extended  64 

intergovernmental  cooperation,  contracts 

and  purchases  238 


67 

68 
67 


38 

30 

61 

10 

59 

23 

35 

71 

69 

28 

27 

15 

11 

10 

31 


2 

1 

1 

2 

40 

22 

21 
1 1 
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Townships  -  Second  Class 


joint  purchases,  advertisement  and 


bidding  requirements 
liquid  fuels  proceeds,  limited  waiver 

231 

10 

of  construction  requirement 

Liquor  Code,  licensing  quota  exemption, 

4 

52 

veterans'  organizations 

Local  Government  Unit  Debt  Act,  reenactment, 

56 

43 

extensive  amendments 

Local  Tax  Collection  Law,  equal  rights, 

52 

20 

men  and  women 

Local  Tax  Enabling  Act,  earned  income 

176 

15 

tax,  low  income  exemption 

Local  Tax  Enabling  Act,  equal  rights, 

113 

4 

men  and  women 

municipal  codes,  distribution  of  copies 

177 

15 

by  Local  Government  Commission 

Municipal  Retirement  Law,  various 

2 

83 

amendments 

Municipalities  Planning  Code,  extensive 
adjustments,  municipal  curative 
amendment  procedure,  joint  municipal 

1 

64 

zoning 

Municipalities  Planning  Code,  stay  of 

249 

47 

proceedings  on  appeal 

Municipalities  Planning  Code,  street 
standards  for  plat  approval,  bond 

150 

46 

in  lieu  of  required  improvements 
Municipalities  Planning  Code,  time  for 

60 

45 

plat  decision  and  notification 

Municipalities  Planning  Code,  zoning 

20 

44 

hearing  board,  membership 

Municipalities  Planning  Code,  zoning 

203 

46 

ordinances,  preservation  of  farmland 
Municipality  Authorities  Act,  terms  of 

284 

49 

board  members,  filling  vacancies 

Permanent  Registration  Act,  change 

7 

55 

of  registration  by  mail 

300 

70 

police  officers,  compensation 

144 

66 

Political  Subdivision  Tort  Claims  Act 

330 

23 

Public  Employee  Pension  Forfeiture  Act 

140 

65 

Public  Facilities  Concession  Regulation  Act 

315 

50 

Public  Works  Contract  Regulation  Law 
real  property,  bidding  requirements, 
conveyances  to  nonprofit  medical 

317 

13 

and  housing  corporations 

Sewage  Facilities  Act,  backfilling 

158 

9 

test  pits  and  holes 

Sewage  Facilities  Act,  disposition  of 

212 

52 

penalties 

296 

19 
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Townships  -  Second  Class 


sewer  charges,  shutting  off  water  supply 


for  nonpayment 

sewer  system,  authority  to  take  over 

162 

51 

extension  or  alteration 

205 

51 

Steel  Products  Procurement  Act 

3 

7 

Storm  Water  Managment  Act 

167 

33 

tax  exemptions,  disabled  veterans 

Third  Class  County  Assessment  Board  Law, 

1 1 

3 

assessment  roll  changes,  various 
deadline  dates 

270 

2 

Urban  Redevelopment  Law,  acquisition 

of  blighted  property 

94 

41 

Utility  Service  Tenants  Rights  Act 

299 

74 

vacancy  provisions,  elective  offices 

Vehicle  Code,  liability  resulting  from 

67 

55 

snowmobile  designation 

86 

54 

Workmen's  Compensation  Act,  coverage  for 
volunteer  rescue  and  lifesaving  squads 
Workmen's  Compensation  Act,  exemption  from. 

322 

67 

coverage  under  special  circumstances 

Workmen's  Compensation  Act,  medical  payments, 

336 

68 

suspension  of  compensation  on  return  to  work 

119 

67 

Counties  -  F irst  Class  (See  also  Cities  -  First  Class) 


clerks  of  courts,  transmitting  fines 


to  Department  of  Revenue 
conflicts  of  interest,  public  officials 

102 

18 

and  employes 

170 

61 

county  treasurer's  deeds,  validation 

Election  Code,  compensation  for  custodial 

services  for  polling  places  or  registration 

310 

22 

centers 

207 

70 

Election  Code,  election  expenditures 

318 

71 

Election  Code,  primary  and  election  expenses 
General  County  Assessment  Law, 

171 

69 

assessment  roll  changes 
interest  rate  limit  on  government 
obligations,  temporary  removal 

269 

2 

extended 

64 

21 

Investigating  Grand  Jury  Act 

Mental  Health  Procedures  Act,  various 

271 

80 

amendments 

military  burial,  ,'ertif ication  of 

324 

39 

services  by  undertaker 

219 

21 

Political  Subdivision  Tort  Claims  Act 

330 

23 

prothonotary ' s  bond,  paid  by  county 

65 

18 

Public  Employee  Pension  Forfeiture  Act 

140 

65 

Public  Works  Contract  Regulation  Law 

Realty  Transfer  Tax  Act,  applicability 

317 

1  3 

to  certain  sheriff  sales 

253 

5 
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Act 
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Pagi 

Steel  Products  Procurement  Act 

3 

7 

tax  exemptions,  disabled  veterans 

Workmen's  Compensation  Act,  exemption  from 

11 

3 

coverage  under  special  circumstances 
Workmen's  Compensation  Act,  medical  payments. 

336 

68 

suspension  of  compensation  on  return  to  work 

Counties  -  Second  Class 

Abortion  Control  Act,  use  of  public  funds 

119 

67 

restricted 

148 

38 

bid  openings,  procedure 

121 

9 

clerks  of  courts,  fees  established 
clerks  of  courts,  transmitting  fines 

71 

18 

to  Department  of  Revenue 
conflicts  of  interest,  public  officials 

102 

18 

and  employes 

170 

61 

contracts  and  purchases 

302 

11 

county  treasurer's  deeds,  validation 

310 

22 

Criminal  History  Record  Information  Act 

305 

23 

Dam  Safety  Act 

Election  Code,  compensation  for  custodial 
services  for  polling  places  or  registration 

325 

35 

centers 

Election  Code,  composition  of  election 
board  under  home  rule  charter  or 

207 

70 

optional  plan 

58 

69 

Election  Code,  election  expenditures 

318 

71 

Election  Code,  primary  and  election  expenses 

171 

69 

Emergency  Management  Services  Code 

323 

28 

Emergency  Telephone  Act 

Flood  Control  Law,  contracts  and 

42 

27 

purchases 

233 

11 

Flood  Plain  Management  Act 

General  County  Assessment  Law, 

166 

31 

assessment  roll  changes 

269 

2 

Historic  Preservation  Act 

Home  Rule  Charter  and  Optional  Plans 

Law,  disposition  of  study  commission 

273 

40 

records 

Intangible  Personal  Property  Tax  Law, 

123 

22 

date  for  payment  of  tax 

Intangible  Personal  Property  Tax  Law, 

206 

5 

tax  levy  optional 
interest  rate  limit  on  government 
obligations,  temporary  removal 

26 

4 

extended 

intergovernmental  cooperation,  contracts 

64 

21 

and  purchases 

238 

11 

Investigating  Grand  Jury  Act 

271 

80 
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joint  purchases,  advertisement  and 
bidding  requirements 

Local  Government  Unit  Debt  Act,  reenactment, 
extensive  amendments 
Mental  Health  Procedures  Act,  various 
amendments 

Municipal  Retirement  Law,  various 
amendments 

Municipality  Authorities  Act,  terms  of 
board  members,  filling  vacancies 
performance  bond  of  successful  bidder, 
maximum  time  for  furnishing 
Permanent  Registration  Act,  change 
of  registration  by  mail 
Permanent  Registration  Act,  composition 
of  registration  commission  under  home 
rule  charter  or  optional  plan 
police  force  vacancies,  noncompetitive 
appointments 

police  officers,  compensation 
Political  Subdivision  Tort  Claims  Act 
prothonotary ' s  bond,  paid  by  county 
Public  Auditorium  Authorities  Law, 
contracts  and  purchases 
Public  Auditorium  Authorities  Law, 
contracts  and  purchases 
public  defenders,  state  association 
Public  Employee  Pension  Forfeiture  Act 
Public  Facilities  Concession  Regulation  Act 
Public  Works  Contract  Regulation  Law 
Realty  Transfer  Tax  Act,  applicability 
to  certain  sheriff  sales 
Second  Class  County  Port  Authority  Act, 
contracts  and  purchases 
Sewage  Facilities  Act,  backfilling 
test  pits  and  holes 
Sewage  Facilities  Act,  disposition  of 
penalties 

sewer  charges,  shutting  off  water  supply 
for  nonpayment 

Sheriff  Fee  Law,  fees  increased 
Steel  Products  Procurement  Act 
Storm  Water  Managment  Act 
tax  exemptions,  disabled  veterans 
Urban  Redevelopment  Law,  acquisition 
of  blighted  property 
Utility  Service  Tenants  Rights  Act 
Vehicle  Code,  liability  resulting  from 
snowmobile  designation 
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52 

20 
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39 

1 

64 
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55 

290 

13 

300 

70 

59 

69 

307 

60 

144 

66 

330 

23 

65 

18 

44 

8 

244 

11 

153 

58 

140 

65 

315 

50 

317 

13 

253 

5 

225 

10 

212 

52 

296 

19 

162 

51 

45 

17 
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7 

167 

33 

11 

3 

94 

41 

299 

74 

86 

54 
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Workmen's  Compensation  Act,  exemption  from 


coverage  under  special  circumstances 

Workmen's  Compensation  Act,  medical  payments. 

336 

68 

suspension  of  compensation  on  return  to  work 

Counties  -  Second  Class  A 

Abortion  Control  Act,  use  of  public  funds 

119 

67 

restricted 

148 

38 

Appalachian  Trail  Act 

41 

30 

bid  openings,  procedure 

121 

9 

clerks  of  courts,  fees  established 
clerks  of  courts,  transmitting  fines 

71 

18 

to  Department  of  Revenue 
conflicts  of  interest,  public  officials 

102 

18 

and  employes 

170 

61 

contracts  and  purchases 

County  Pension  Law,  interest  on  member 

302 

11 

contributions 

74 

65 

county  treasurer's  deeds,  validation 

310 

22 

Criminal  History  Record  Information  Act 

305 

23 

Dam  Safety  Act 

Election  Code,  compensation  for  custodial 
services  for  polling  places  or  registration 

325 

35 

centers 

Election  Code,  composition  of  election 
board  under  home  rule  charter  or 

207 

70 

optional  plan 

58 

69 

Election  Code,  election  expenditures 

318 

71 

Election  Code,  primary  and  election  expenses 

171 

69 

Emergency  Management  Services  Code 

323 

28 

Emergency  Telephone  Act 

Flood  Control  Law,  contracts  and 

42 

27 

purchases 

233 

11 

Flood  Plain  Management  Act 

166 

31 

Historic  Preservation  Act 

Home  Rule  Charter  and  Optional  Plans 

Law,  disposition  of  study  commission 

273 

40 

records 

Intangible  Personal  Property  Tax  Law, 

123 

22 

date  for  payment  of  tax 

Intangible  Personal  Property  Tax  Law, 

206 

5 

tax  levy  optional 
interest  rate  limit  on  government 
obligations,  temporary  removal 

26 

4 

extended 

intergovernmental  cooperation,  contracts 

64 

21 

and  purchases 

238 

11 

Investigating  Grand  Jury  Act 
joint  purchases,  advertisement  and 

271 

80 

bidding  requirements 

231 

10 
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Counties  -  Second  Class  A 


Local  Government  Unit  Debt  Act,  reenactment, 


extensive  amendments 

Mental  Health  Procedures  Act,  various 

52 

20 

amendments 

Municipal  Retirement  Law,  various 

324 

39 

amendments 

Municipalities  Planning  Code,  extensive 
adjustments,  municipal  curative 
amendment  procedure,  joint  municipal 

1 

64 

zoning 

Municipalities  Planning  Code,  stay  of 

249 

47 

proceedings  on  appeal 

Municipalities  Planning  Code,  street 
standards  for  plat  approval,  bond 

150 

46 

in  lieu  of  required  improvements 
Municipalities  Planning  Code,  time  for 

60 

45 

plat  decision  and  notification 

Municipalities  Planning  Code,  zoning 

20 

44 

hearing  board,  membership 

Municipalities  Planning  Code,  zoning 

203 

46 

ordinances,  preservation  of  farmland 
Municipality  Authorities  Act,  terms  of 

284 

49 

board  members,  filling  vacancies 
performance  bond  of  successful  bidder, 

7 

55 

maximum  time  for  furnishing 

Permanent  Registration  Act,  change 

290 

13 

of  registration  by  mail 

Permanent  Registration  Act,  composition 
of  registration  commission  under  home 

300 

70 

rule  charter  or  optional  plan 

59 

69 

police  officers,  compensation 

144 

66 

Political  Subdivision  Tort  Claims  Act 

330 

23 

prothonotary ' s  bond,  paid  by  county 

65 

18 

public  defenders,  state  association 

153 

58 

Public  Employee  Pension  Forfeiture  Act 

140 

65 

Public  Facilities  Concession  Regulation  Act 

315 

50 

Public  Works  Contract  Regulation  Law 

Realty  Transfer  Tax  Act,  applicability 

317 

13 

to  certain  sheriff  sales 

Sewage  Facilities  Act,  backfilling 

253 

5 

test  pits  and  holes 

Sewage  Facilities  Act,  disposition  of 

212 

52 

penalties 

sewer  charges,  shutting  off  water  supply 

296 

19 

for  nonpayment 

162 

51 

Sheriff  Fee  Law,  fees  increased 

45 

1  7 

Steel  Products  Procurement  Act 

3 

7 

Storm  Water  Managment  Act 

167 

33 

tax  exemptions,  disabled  veterans 

1  1 

3 
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Act  Page 

Counties  -  Second  Class  A 


Third  Class  County  Assessment  Board  Law, 


assessment  roll  changes,  various 

deadline  dates 

270 

2 

Urban  Redevelopment  Law,  acquisition 

of  blighted  property 

94 

41 

Utility  Service  Tenants  Rights  Act 

299 

74 

Vehicle  Code,  liability  resulting  from 

snowmobile  designation 

86 

54 

Workmen's  Compensation  Act,  exemption  from 

coverage  under  special  circumstances 

336 

68 

Workmen's  Compensation  Act,  medical  payments. 

suspension  of  compensation  on  return  to  work 

119 

67 

Counties  -  Third  Class 

Abortion  Control  Act,  use  of  public  funds 

restricted 

148 

38 

Appalachian  Trail  Act 

41 

30 

auditors'  reports,  filing  date  changed 

18 

19 

board  of  prison  inspectors,  composition 

35 

50 

clerks  of  courts,  fees  established 

71 

18 

clerks  of  courts,  fees  for  support 

payments 

101 

18 

clerks  of  courts,  transmitting  fines 

to  Department  of  Revenue 

102 

18 

conflicts  of  interest,  public  officials 

and  employes 

170 

61 

contracts  and  purchases 

232 

11 

County  Pension  Law,  interest  on  member 

contributions 

74 

65 

county  treasurer's  deeds,  validation 

310 

22 

Criminal  History  Record  Information  Act 

305 

23 

Dam  Safety  Act 

325 

35 

Election  Code,  compensation  for  custodial 

services  for  polling  places  or  registration 

centers 

207 

70 

Election  Code,  composition  of  election 

board  under  home  rule  charter  or 

optional  plan 

58 

69 

Election  Code,  election  expenditures 

318 

71 

Election  Code,  primary  and  election  expenses 

171 

69 

Emergency  Management  Services  Code 

323 

28 

Emergency  Telephone  Act 

42 

27 

equal  rights,  men  and  women 

190 

15 

facsimile  signatures  on  payroll  checks 

129 

21 

Flood  Control  Law,  contracts  and 

purchases 

233 

1  1 

Flood  Plain  Management  Act 

166 

31 

health  and  welfare  programs,  agreements 

with  municipalities  and  nonprofit 

organizations 

87 

38 
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:ties  -  Third  Class 

historical  society,  maximum  annual 

Act 

Page 

appropriation 

120 

40 

Historic  Preservation  Act 

Home  Rule  Charter  and  Optional  Plans 

Law,  disposition  of  study  commission 

273 

40 

records 

housing  authorities,  civil  service 

123 

22 

provisional  appointments 

Intangible  Personal  Property  Tax  Law, 

209 

60 

date  for  payment  of  tax 

Intangible  Personal  Property  Tax  Law, 

206 

5 

tax  levy  optional 
interest  rate  limit  on  government 
obligations,  temporary  removal 

26 

4 

extended 

intergovernmental  cooperation,  contracts 

64 

21 

and  purchases 

238 

11 

Investigating  Grand  Jury  Act 

271 

80 

investment  of  funds 

joint  purchases,  advertisement  and 

27 

20 

bidding  requirements 

Local  Government  Unit  Debt  Act,  reenactment, 

231 

10 

extensive  amendments 

Local  Tax  Collection  Law,  equal  rights, 

52 

20 

men  and  women 

Mental  Health  Procedures  Act,  various 

176 

15 

amendments 

military  burial,  certification  of 

324 

39 

services  by  undertaker 
municipal  codes,  distribution  of  copies 

218 

21 

by  Local  Government  Commission 

Municipal  Retirement  Law,  various 

2 

83 

amendments 

Municipalities  Planning  Code,  extensive 
adjustments,  municipal  curative 
amendment  procedure,  joint  municipal 

1 

64 

zoning 

Municipalities  Planning  Code,  stay  of 

249 

47 

proceedings  on  appeal 

Municipalities  Planning  Code,  street 
standards  for  plat  approval,  bond 

150 

46 

in  lieu  of  required  improvements 
Municipalities  Planning  Code,  time  for 

60 

45 

plat  decision  and  notification 

Municipalities  Planning  Code,  zoning 

20 

44 

hearing  board,  membership 

Municipalities  Planning  Code,  zoning 

203 

46 

ordinances,  preservation  of  farmland 
Municipality  Authorities  Act,  terms  of 

284 

49 

board  members,  filling  vacancies 

7 

55 
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Act 


Page 


Counties  -  Third  Class 


Permanent  Registration  Act,  change 
of  registration  by  mail 
Permanent  Registration  Act,  composition 
of  registration  commission  under  home 
rule  charter  or  optional  plan 
police  officers,  compensation 
Political  Subdivision  Tort  Claims  Act 
prothonotary ' s  bond,  paid  by  county 
public  defenders,  state  association 
Public  Employee  Pension  Forfeiture  Act 
Public  Facilities  Concession  Regulation  Act 
Public  Works  Contract  Regulation  Law 
purchasing  for  hospitals,  participation 
in  nonprofit  cooperative  hospital 
service  association  contracts 
Realty  Transfer  Tax  Act,  applicability 
to  certain  sheriff  sales 
Sewage  Facilities  Act,  backfilling 
test  pits  and  holes 
Sewage  Facilities  Act,  disposition  of 
penalties 

sewer  charges,  shutting  off  water  supply 
for  nonpayment 

Sheriff  Fee  Law,  fees  increased 
Steel  Products  Procurement  Act 
Storm  Water  Managment  Act 
tax  exemptions,  disabled  veterans 
Third  Class  County  Assessment  Board  Law, 
assessment  roll  changes,  various 
deadline  dates 

Urban  Redevelopment.  Law,  acquisition 
of  blighted  property 
Utility  Service  Tenants  Rights  Act 
Vehicle  Code,  liability  resulting  from 
snowmobile  designation 
Workmen's  Compensation  Act,  exemption  from 
coverage  under  special  circumstances 
Workmen's  Compensation  Act,  medical  payments, 
suspension  of  compensation  on  return  to  work 


300 

70 

59 

69 

144 

66 

330 

23 

65 

18 

154 

58 

140 

65 

315 

50 

317 

13 

30 

8 

253 

5 

212 

52 

296 

19 

162 

51 

45 

17 

3 

7 

167 

33 

11 

3 

270 

2 

94 

41 

299 

74 

86 

54 

336 

68 

119 

67 

Counties  -  Fourth  to  Eighth  Class 


Abortion  Control  Act,  use  of  public  funds 


restricted 

148 

38 

Appalachian  Trail  Act 

41 

30 

auditors'  reports,  filing  date  changed 

18 

19 

board  of  prison  inspectors,  composition 
board  of  prison  inspectors,  optional  for 

35 

50 

seventh  and  eighth  class  counties 

35 

50 

clerks  of  courts,  fees  established 

71 

18 
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Act 


Page 


Counties  -  Fourth  to  Eighth  Class 


clerks  of  courts,  fees  for  support 


payments 

clerks  of  courts,  transmitting  fines 

101 

18 

to  Department  of  Revenue 
conflicts  of  interest,  public  officials 

102 

18 

and  employes 

170 

61 

contracts  and  purchases 

County  Pension  Law,  interest  on  member 

232 

11 

contribut ions 

74 

65 

county  treasurer's  deeds,  validation 

310 

22 

Criminal  History  Record  Information  Act 

305 

23 

Dam  Safety  Act 

Election  Code,  compensation  for  custodial 
services  for  polling  places  or  registration 

325 

35 

centers 

Election  Code,  composition  of  election 
board  under  home  rule  charter  or 

207 

70 

optional  plan 

58 

69 

Election  Code,  election  expenditures 

318 

71 

Election  Code,  primary  and  election  expenses 

171 

69 

Emergency  Management  Services  Code 

323 

28 

Emergency  Telephone  Act 

42 

27 

equal  rights,  men  and  women 

190 

15 

facsimile  signatures  on  payroll  checks 

Flood  Control  Law,  contracts  and 

129 

21 

purchases 

233 

1 1 

Flood  Plain  Management  Act 

Fourth  to  Eighth  Class  County  Assessment 

Law,  assessment  roll  changes,  various 
deadline  dates,  appeals  by  taxing 

166 

31 

districts 

Fourth  to  Eighth  Class  County  Assessment 

268 

2 

Law,  class  actions 

Fourth  to  Eighth  Class  County  Assessment 

Law,  countywide  reassessment,  notice 

49 

1 

and  appeal  process 

health  and  welfare  programs,  agreements 
with  municipalities  and  nonprofit 

125 

1 

organizations 

historical  society,  maximum  annual 

87 

38 

appropriation 

120 

40 

Historic  Preservation  Act 

Home  Rule  Charter  and  Optional  Plans 

Law,  disposition  of  study  commission 

273 

40 

records 

housing  authorities,  civil  service 

123 

22 

provisional  appointments 

Intangible  Personal  Property  Tax  Law, 

209 

60 

date  for  payment  of  tax 

206 

5 
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Act  Page 

Counties  -  Fourth  to  Eighth  Class 


Intangible  Personal  Property  Tax  Law, 


tax  levy  optional 

26 

4 

interest  rate  limit  on  government 
obligations,  temporary  removal 
extended 

64 

21 

intergovernmental  cooperation,  contracts 
and  purchases 

238 

11 

Investigating  Grand  Jury  Act 

271 

80 

investment  of  funds 

27 

20 

joint  purchases,  advertisement  and 
bidding  requirements 

231 

10 

Local  Government  Unit  Debt  Act,  reenactment, 
extensive  amendments 

52 

20 

Local  Tax  Collection  Law,  equal  rights, 
men  and  women 

176 

15 

Mental  Health  Procedures  Act,  various 
amendments 

324 

39 

military  burial,  certification  of 
services  by  undertaker 

218 

21 

municipal  codes,  distribution  of  copies 
by  Local  Government  Commission 

2 

83 

Municipal  Retirement  Law,  various 
amendments 

1 

64 

Municipalities  Planning  Code,  extensive 
adjustments,  municipal  curative 
amendment  procedure,  joint  municipal 
zoning 

249 

47 

Municipalities  Planning  Code,  stay  of 
proceedings  on  appeal 

150 

46 

Municipalities  Planning  Code,  street 
standards  for  plat  approval,  bond 
in  lieu  of  required  improvements 

60 

45 

Municipalities  Planning  Code,  time  for 
plat  decision  and  notification 

20 

44 

Municipalities  Planning  Code,  zoning 
hearing  board,  membership 

203 

46 

Municipalities  Planning  Code,  zoning 
ordinances,  preservation  of  farmland 

284 

49 

Municipality  Authorities  Act,  terms  of 
board  members,  filling  vacancies 

7 

55 

Permanent  Registration  Act,  change 
of  registration  by  mail 

300 

70 

Permanent  Registration  Act,  composition 
of  registration  commission  under  home 
rule  charter  or  optional  plan 

59 

69 

police  officers,  compensation 

144 

66 

Political  Subdivision  Tort  Claims  Act 

3  30 

23 

prothonotary ’ s  bond,  paid  by  county 

65 

18 

public  defenders,  state  association 

1  54 

58 
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Counties  -  Fourth  to  Eighth  Class 

Public  Employee  Pension  Forfeiture  Act  140  65 

Public  Facilities  Concession  Regulation  Act  315  50 

Public  Works  Contract  Regulation  Law  317  •  13 

Realty  Transfer  Tax  Act,  applicability 

to  certain  sheriff  sales  253  5 

Sewage  Facilities  Act,  backfilling 

test  pits  and  holes  212  52 

Sewage  Facilities  Act,  disposition  of 

penalties  296  19 

sewer  charges,  shutting  off  water  supply 

for  nonpayment  162  52 

Sheriff  Fee  Law,  fees  increased  45  [7 

Steel  Products  Procurement  Act  3  7 

Storm  Water  Managment  Act  167  33 

tax  exemptions,  disabled  veterans  11  3 

Urban  Redevelopment  Law,  acquisition 

of  blighted  property  94  41 

Utility  Service  Tenants  Rights  Act  299  74 

Vehicle  Code,  liability  resulting  from 

snowmobile  designation  86  54 

Workmen's  Compensation  Act,  exemption  from 

coverage  under  special  circumstances  336  68 

Workmen's  Compensation  Act,  medical  payments, 

suspension  of  compensation  on  return  to  work  119  67 

Authorities 

Dam  Safety  Act  325  35 

erection  of  public  buildings,  contracts 

and  purchases  242  11 

interest  rate  limit  on  government 
obligations,  temporary  removal 

extended  64  21 

Municipal  Retirement  Law,  various 

amendments  1  64 

Municipality  Authorities  Act,  terms  of 

board  members,  filling  vacancies  7  55 

Political  Subdivision  Tort  Claims  Act  330  23 

Public  Employee  Pension  Forfeiture  Act  140  65 

Public  Facilities  Concession  Regulation  Act  315  50 

Public  Works  Contract  Regulation  Law  317  13 

Sewage  Facilities  Act,  backfilling 

test  pits  and  holes  212  52 

sewer  charges,  shutting  off  water  supply 

for  nonpayment  162  51 

Steel  Products  Procurement  Act  3  7 

Utility  Service  Tenants  Rights  Act  299  74 

Workmen’s  Compensation  Act,  exemption  from 

coverage  under  special  circumstances  336  68 

Workmen's  Compensation  Act,  medical  payments, 

suspension  of  compensation  on  return  to  work  119  67 
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Act  Page 

School  Districts 


Appalachian  Trail  Act 

conflicts  of  interest,  public  officials 

41 

30 

and  employes 

170 

61 

contracts  and  purchases 

236 

11 

Election  Code,  election  expenditures 

318 

71 

Election  Code,  primary  and  election  expenses 

171 

69 

Emergency  Telephone  Act 

erection  of  public  buildings,  contracts 

42 

27 

and  purchases 

Fourth  to  Eighth  Class  County  Assessment 

Law,  assessment  roll  changes,  various 
deadline  dates,  appeals  by  taxing 

242 

11 

districts 

Fourth  to  Eighth  Class  County  Assessment 

268 

2 

Law,  class  actions 

Fourth  to  Eighth  Class  County  Assessment 

Law,  countywide  reassessment,  notice 

49 

1 

and  appeal  process 

General  County  Assessment  Law, 

125 

1 

assessment  roll  changes 

269 

2 

Historic  Preservation  Act 
interest  rate  limit  on  government 
obligations,  temporary  removal 

273 

40 

extended 

intergovernmental  cooperation,  contracts 

64 

21 

and  purchases 

joint  purchases,  advertisement  and 

238 

11 

bidding  requirements 

Local  Government  Unit  Debt  Act,  reenactment. 

231 

10 

extensive  amendments 

Local  Tax  Collection  Law,  equal  rights. 

52 

20 

men  and  women 

Local  Tax  Enabling  Act,  earned  income 

176 

15 

tax,  low  income  exemption 

Local  Tax  Enabling  Act,  equal  rights. 

113 

4 

men  and  women 

Municipality  Authorities  Act,  terms  of 

177 

15 

board  members,  filling  vacancies 

7 

55 

Political  Subdivision  Tort  Claims  Act 

330 

23 

Public  Employee  Pension  Forfeiture  Act 

140 

65 

Public  Facilities  Concession  Regulation  Act 
Public  School  Code,  equal  rights,  men 

315 

50 

and  women 

184 

15 

Public  Works  Contract  Regulation  Law 
school  directors,  terms  of  office, 

317 

13 

election  from  regions  or  at  large 

105 

57 

Steel  Products  Procurement  Act 

3 

7 

tax  exemptions,  disabled  veterans 

Third  Class  County  Assessment  Board  Law, 
assessment  roll  changes,  various 

11 

3 

deadline  dates 

270 

2 
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Act  Page 


School  Districts 

Workmen's  Compensation  Act,  exemption  from 

coverage  under  special  circumstances  336  68 

Workmen's  Compensation  Act,  medical  payments, 

suspension  of  compensation  on  return  to  work  119  67 

Institution  Districts 

conflicts  of  interest,  public  officials 

and  employes  170  61 

Emergency  Telephone  Act  42 

Historic  Preservation  Act  273  40 

interest  rate  limit  on  government 
obligations,  temporary  removal 

extended  64  21 

joint  purchases,  advertisement  and 

bidding  requirements  231  10 

Local  Government  Unit  Debt  Act,  reenactment, 

extensive  amendments  52  20 

Local  Tax  Collection  Law,  equal  rights, 

men  and  women  176  15 

Municipal  Retirement  Law,  various 

amendments  1  54 

Public  Employee  Pension  Forfeiture  Act  140  65 

Public  Works  Contract  Regulation  Law  317  13 

purchasing  for  hospitals,  participation 
in  nonprofit  cooperative  hospital 

service  association  contracts  30  8 

Steel  Products  Procurement  Act  3  7 

tax  exemptions,  disabled  veterans  11 

Third  Class  County  Assessment  Board  Law, 
assessment  roll  changes,  various 
deadline  dates 

Workmen's  Compensation  Act,  exemption  from 

coverage  under  special  circumstances  336  68 

Workmen's  Compensation  Act,  medical  payments, 

suspension  of  compensation  on  return  to  work  119  67 
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SUBJECT  INDEX 


Administrative  Code 

Act 

Page 

Department  of  Aging,  creation 

Office  of  Consumer  Advocate,  existence 

70 

85 

extended 

222 

73 

state  budget  procedures,  campus  police 

State  Transportation  Commission  membership. 

149 

87 

appeals  on  proposed  transportation  routes 

Advertisement  and  bidding  requirements 

192 

88 

Borough  Code 

Borough,  personal  property,  disposition 

226 

10 

at  public  auction 

Borough  Code,  sale  of  real  property  to 
nonprofit  medical  service  or  housing 

193 

10 

corporation 

89 

9 

County  Code 

232 

1 1 

erection  of  public  buildings 

242 

11 

First  Class  Township  Code 

First  Class  Township  Code,  sale  of  real 
property  without  bidding,  sale  to 
nonprofit  medical  service  or  housing 

237 

11 

corporation 

157 

9 

Flood  Control  Law 

233 

1 1 

flood  control  projects 

230 

10 

incorporated  towns 

intergovernmental  cooperation,  contracts 

241 

1  1 

for  joint  purchases 

238 

1  1 

joint  purchases 

231 

10 

Parking  Authority  Law 

229 

10 

Public  Auditorium  Authorities  Law  ($2,000) 

44 

8 

Public  Auditorium  Authorities  Law  ($2,500) 

244 

1  1 

Public  School  Code 

236 

11 

Public  Television  Network  Commission  Act 

235 

11 

Second  Class  City  Law 

240 

1 1 

Second  Class  County  Code 

Second  Class  County  Code,  bid  opening 

302 

1  1 

procedure 

121 

9 

Second  Class  County  Port  Authority  Act 

225 

10 

Second  Class  Township  Code 

228 

10 

-127- 


Act 


Page 


Advertisement  and  bidding  requirements  (Continued) 
Second  Class  Township  Code,  sale  of  real 
property  without  bidding,  sale  to 
nonprofit  medical  service  or  housing 


corporation 

158 

9 

State  Highway  and  Bridge  Authority  Act 

234 

11 

State  Public  School  Building  Authority  Act 

227 

10 

Third  Class  City  Code 

239 

11 

Transportation  Assistance  Authority  Act 

243 

11 

Aging,  Department  of 
creation 

70 

85 

Ambulance  companies,  volunteer 

loans  for  refinancing,  rehabilitation  of 
apparatus  equipment 

145 

37 

Anthracite  Standards  Law 

enforcement,  specifications,  inspections 
and  penalties 

43 

83 

Appalachian  Trail  Act 
enactment 

41 

30 

Assessment,  real  property 

additions  and  revisions  to  assessment  roll, 
fourth  to  eighth  class  counties 

268 

2 

additions  and  revisions  to  assessment  roll, 
General  County  Assessment  Law 

269 

2 

additions  and  revisions  to  assessment  roll, 
second  A  and  third  class  counties 

270 

2 

appeals  by  taxing  districts,  fourth  to 
eighth  class  counties 

268 

2 

assessment  and  appeal  deadlines,  fourth 
to  eighth  class  counties 

268 

2 

assessment  and  appeal  deadlines,  second  A 
and  third  class  counties 

270 

2 

class  actions,  fourth  to  eighth  class  counties 

49 

1 

countywide  reassessment,  fourth  to  eighth 
class  counties,  notice  and  appeal  process 

125 

1 

Assessors 

boroughs,  vacancy  provisions 

68 

56 

first  class  townships,  vacancy  provisions 

69 

56 

second  class  townships,  vacancy  provisions 

67 

55 

Auditors 

boroughs,  vacancy  provisions 

68 

56 

County  Code,  date  for  report  to  court  and  DCA 

18 

19 

first  class  townships,  vacancy  provisions 

69 

56 

second  class  townships,  vacancy  provisions 

67 

55 
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Authorities,  municipal 

terms  of  board  members,  appointments  to 

Act 

Pag' 

fill  vacancies 

7 

55 

Bidding 

see  advertisement  and  bidding  requirements 

*■ 

Blaster's  reports 

filing  with  surface  mine  operator 

5 

83 

Board  of  prison  inspectors 

composition  changed 

seventh  and  eighth  class  counties,  option 

35 

50 

of  county  commissioners 

Borough  Code 

advertisement  and  bidding  requirements, 

35 

50 

steel  products  provision 

226 

10 

equal  rights,  men  and  women 

189 

15 

opening  streets  unused  for  21  years 
personal  property,  disposition  at  public 

36 

53 

auction 

police  civil  service,  exemption  for  certain 

193 

10 

temporary  appointments 
real  property,  sale  to  nonprofit  medical 

210 

60 

service  or  housing  corporation 

89 

9 

vacancy  provisions,  elective  offices 

68 

56 

Budget  procedures 

state  government 

Burial  of  deceased  service  person 

certification  by  undertaker,  first  class 

149 

87 

counties 

certification  by  undertaker,  third  to 

219 

21 

eighth  class  counties 

218 

21 

Campus  police 

community  colleges,  training  provisions 

149 

87 

Candidates 

election  expenditures 

318 

71 

primary  and  election  expenses 

171 

69 

Child  Custody  Jurisdiction  Act 

enactment 

47 

77 

Child  Labor  Law 

equal  rights,  men  and  women 

182 

15 
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Civil  Defense  Act 

repealed  and  replaced  by  Emergency 

Act 

Page 

Management  Services  Code 

Civil  immunity 

323 

28 

rendering  emergency  care,  provisions  extended 

Civil  service 

borough  police,  exemption  for  certain 

122 

78 

temporary  appointments 

210 

60 

housing  authorities,  provisional  appointments 
second  class  counties,  police  force  vacancies, 

209 

60 

noncompetitive  appointments 
third  class  cities,  appointment  of  members 

307 

60 

to  examining  boards 

Clerk  of  courts 

date  for  rendering  returns  to  Department  of 

19 

59 

Revenue 

102 

18 

fee  for  support  order  distribution 

101 

18 

fees  established 

Codes,  municipal 

71 

18 

distribution  by  Local  Government  Commission 

Commission  on  Crime  and  Delinquency 

2 

83 

establishment 

Commission  on  Sentencing 

274 

80 

establishment 

Commonwealth  Child  Custody  Jurisdiction  Act 

319 

82 

enactment 

Community  Affairs,  Department  of 

47 

77 

administration  of  Flood  Plain  Management  Act 
assistance  for  implementation  of  Schuylkill 

166 

31 

Scenic  River  Study 

cooperation  with  Department  of  Aging, 

333 

36 

housing  for  older  persons 
cooperation  with  DER,  review  of  storm  water 

70 

85 

management  plans 

date  of  auditors'  report,  third  to  eighth 

167 

33 

class  counties 

loans  to  volunteer  companies,  refinancing 

18 

19 

debt,  rehabilitation  of  apparatus  equipment 
Secretary  member  of  Pennsylvania  Emergency 

145 

37 

Management  Agency 

urban  redevelopment  assistance,  flood  of 

323 

28 

July,  1977,  bond  issue 

191 

43 
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Community  colleges 

campus  police  149  87 

Concessions  in  public  facilities 

right  of  public  agency  to  regulate  315  -  50 

Conflicts  of  interest 

state  and  local  public  officials  and  employees  170  61 

Consolidated  Statutes 

Emergency  Management  Services  Code,  enactment  323  28 

equal  rights,  men  and  women  173  15 

Public  Utility  Code,  enactment  116  73 

Constitutional  amendment,  proposed 
justices  of  the  peace,  retention 

election  Jt.  Res.  2  91 

Superior  Court,  additional  judges, 

initial  terms,  president  judge  Jt.  Res.  1  91 

Consumer  Advocate 

existence  extended  222  73 

Contracts,  public 

see  public  contracts 

Controllers 

boroughs,  vacancy  provisions  68  56 

first  class  townships,  vacancy  provisions  69  56 

Conventions,  county  associations  of  township  officers 
first  class  townships,  expenses  and  days  of 

attendance  279  58 

second  class  townships,  expenses  295  59 

Councilmen 

boroughs,  vacancy  provisions  68  56 

County  board  of  elections 

compensation  for  custodial  services  for  polling 

places  or  registration  centers  207  70 

composition  under  home  rule  charter  or 

optional  plan  58  69 

County  Code 

advertisement  and  bidding  requirements, 

steel  products  provision  232  11 

burial  of  deceased  service  person, 

certification  by  undertaker  218  21 

date  for  auditors'  report  to  court  and  DCA  18  19 

equal  rights,  men  and  women  190  15 
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County  Code  (Continued) 

facsimile  signature  on  payroll  checks  129  21 

health  and  welfare  programs,  agreements  with 

municipalities  and  nonprofit  organizations  87  38 

investment  of  funds  27  20 

maximum  appropriation  to  county  historical 

society  120  40 

public  defenders,  state  association  154  58 

County  commissioners 

agreements  with  municipalities  and  nonprofit 

organizations,  health  and  welfare  programs  87  38 

fix  date  for  payment  of  intangible  personal 

property  tax  206  5 

investment  of  funds  27  20 

optional  levy  of  intangible  personal  property 

tax  26  4 

purchases  for  institution  district  hospitals  30  7 

County  controller 

use  of  facsimile  signature  on  payroll  checks  129  21 

County  Institution  District  Law 

purchases  for  hospitals  30  8 

County  mental  health  and  mental  retardation  programs 

referrals  from  state  institutional  programs  324  39 

County  Pension  Law 

interest  on  member  contributions  74  65 

County  prisons 

act  governing  management,  application  to 

seventh  and  eighth  class  counties  35  50 

composition  of  board  of  prison  inspectors  35  50 

County  treasurer 

use  of  facsimile  signature  on  payroll  checks  129  21 

validation  of  deeds  310  22 

Crime  and  delinquency 

administrative  commission  established  274  80 

Crime  Commission  Act 

enactment  169  80 

Crimes  Code 

sentencing,  first  degree  murder  141  78 

sentencing  standards  319  82 

theft  of  public  utility  services  321  75 

wiretapping  and  electronic  surveillance  164  79 
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Criminal  History  Record  Information  Act 


enactment 

305 

23 

Criminal  investigations 

disclosure  of  confidential  information 

165  '' 

79 

Criminal  sentencing 

establishment  of  guidelines 

319 

82 

imposition  of  death  sentence 

141 

78 

Dam  Safety  Act 

enactment 

325 

35 

Death  sentence 

procedure  for  imposition 

Debt,  municipal 

Local  Government  Unit  Debt  Act,  reenactment 

141 

78 

and  extensive  amendments 

52 

20 

Department  of  Aging 

creation 

70 

85 

Department  of  Community  Affairs 

administration  of  Flood  Plain  Management  Act 
assistance  for  implementation  of  Schuylkill 

166 

31 

Scenic  River  Study 

cooperation  with  Department  of  Aging,  housing 

333 

36 

for  older  persons 

cooperation  with  DER,  review  of  storm  water 

70 

85 

management  plans 

date  of  auditors’  report,  third  to  eighth 

167 

33 

class  counties 

loans  to  volunteer  companies,  refinancing 
debt,  rehabilitation  of  apparatus 

18 

19 

equipment 

Secretary  member  of  Pennsylvania  Emergency 

145 

37 

Management  Agency 

urban  redevelopment  assistance,  flood 

323 

28 

of  July,  1977,  bond  issue 

191 

43 

Department  of  Environmental  Resources 

administration  of  Storm  Water  Management  Act 
assistance  for  implementation  of  Schuylkill 

167 

33 

Scenic  River  Study 

construction  regulations,  underground  storage 

333 

36 

facilities 

314 

89 

enforcement  of  Anthracite  Standards  Law 

43 

83 

issuance  of  dam  permits 
responsibilities  under  Flood  Plain 

325 

35 

Management  Act 

166 

31 
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Department  of  Labor  and  Industry 

administration  of  Underground  Storage  Act  314  89 

registration  of  farm  labor  contractors  93  86 

Department  of  Public  Welfare 

flood  relief  grants,  personal  property 

losses,  floods  of  July,  1977  51  84 

Disabled  veterans 

real  property  tax  exemption  11  3 

Disaster  and  emergency  relief 

Emergency  Management  Services  Code  323  28 

Disaster  assistance 

flood  relief  grants,  personal  property 

losses,  floods  of  July,  1977  51  84 

urban  redevelopment  assistance,  flood 

of  July,  1977,  bond  issue  191  43 

Earned  income  tax 

low  income  exemption  113  4 

Economic  development 

Milrite  Act  109  86 

Election  Code 

compensation  for  custodial  services  for 

polling  places  or  registration  centers  207  70 

composition  of  election  board  under  home 

rule  charter  or  optional  plan  58  69 

election  expenditures  318  71 

primary  and  election  expenses  171  69 

Electronic  surveillance 

regulated  under  Crimes  Code  164  79 

Emergency  Management  Services  Code 

enactment  323  28 

Emergency  Telephone  Act 

enactment,  development  of  911  system  42  27 

Environmental  Quality  Board 

regulations  for  dam  safety  325  35 

Environmental  Resources,  Department  of 

administration  of  Storm  Water  Management  Act  167  33 

assistance  for  implementation  of  Schuyikill 

Scenic  River  Study  333  36 
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Environmental  Resources,  Department  of  (Continued) 


construction  regulations,  underground 


storage  facilities 

314 

89 

enforcement  of  Anthracite  Standards  Law 

43 

83 

issuance  of  dam  permits 

325  • 

35 

responsibilities  under  Flood  Plain 

Management  Act 

166 

31 

Equal  rights,  men  and  women 

act  creating  Department  of  Public  Welfare 

183 

15 

act  regulating  private  trade  schools 

185 

15 

Beauty  Culture  Law 

181 

15 

Borough  Code 

189 

15 

Child  Labor 

182 

15 

County  Code 

190 

15 

First  Class  City  Permanent  Registration  Act 

179 

15 

First  Class  Township  Code 

186 

15 

Inheritance  and  Estate  Tax  Act 

174 

15 

Landlord  and  Tenant  Act 

180 

15 

Local  Tax  Collection  Law 

176 

15 

Local  Tax  Enabling  Act 

177 

15 

Notary  Public  Law 

175 

15 

Pennsylvania  Consolidated  Statutes 

173 

15 

Pennsylvania  Human  Relations  Act 

309 

17 

Public  School  Code 

184 

15 

Scotland  School  for  Veterans'  Children, 

admission  of  children 

178 

15 

Second  Class  Township  Code 

187 

15 

Third  Class  City  Code 

188 

15 

Ethics  code 

state  and  local  public  officials  and  employees 

170 

61 

Facsimile  signature 

use  on  county  payroll  checks 

129 

21 

Fire  companies,  volunteer 

loans  for  refinancing,  rehabilitation  of 

apparatus  equipment 

145 

37 

First  Class  City  Permanent  Registration  Act 

equal  rights,  men  and  women 

179 

15 

First  Class  Township  Code 

advertisement  and  bidding  requirements. 

steel  products  provision 

237 

1 1 

awarding  of  contracts,  use  of  domestic 

steel  products 

95 

8 

county  associations  of  township  officers. 

conventions  and  conferences 

279 

58 

equal  rights,  men  and  women 

186 

15 
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First  Class  Township  Code 

power  to  lay  out,  open,  widen  and  vacate 


streets 

real  property,  sale  without  bidding,  sale 
to  nonprofit  medical  service  or  housing 
corporation 

vacancy  provisions,  elective  offices 

48 

157 

69 

53 

9 

56 

Fiscal  notes 

state  regulatory  and  administrative  procedures 

149 

87 

Flood  Control  Law 

advertisement  and  bidding  requirements, 
steel  products  provision 

233 

11 

Flood  control  projects 

advertisement  and  bidding  requirements, 
steel  products  provision 

230 

10 

Flood  Plain  Management  Act 
enactment 

166 

31 

Flood  rehabilitation 

urban  redevelopment  assistance,  flood  of 

July,  1977,  bond  issue 

191 

43 

Flood  relief  grants 

personal  property  loss,  floods  of  July,  1977 

51 

84 

Fourth  to  Eighth  Class  County  Assessment  Law 
additions  and  revisions  to  assessment  roll, 
appeals  by  taxing  districts 
class  actions  permitted 

countywide  reassessment,  notice  and  appeal 
process 

268 

49 

125 

2 

1 

1 

General  County  Assessment  Law 

additions  and  revisions  to  assessment  roll 

269 

2 

Governmental  immunity 

principle  and  exceptions,  political  subdivisions 

330 

23 

Government  study  commission 
disposition  of  records 

123 

22 

Health  and  welfare  programs 

counties,  authorized  to  enter  agreements  with 
municipalities  and  nonprofit  organizations 

87 

38 

Highway  signs 

deferred  removal  under  Outdoor  Advertising 

Control  Act 

259 

89 
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Historical  society,  county 


maximum  appropriation  from  county 

120 

40 

Historic  and  Museum  Commission 

responsibility  for  historic  preservation 
efforts 

273 

40 

Historic  Preservation  Act 

enactment 

273 

40 

Home  Rule  Charter  and  Optional  Plans  Law 
government  study  commission,  disposition 
of  records 

123 

22 

Home  rule  charter  or  optional  plan  counties 
composition  of  election  board 

58 

69 

composition  of  registration  commission 

59 

69 

Housing  Authorities  Law 

civil  service  supplement,  provisional 
appointments 

209 

60 

police  officers,  second  class  city 
authority 

215 

37 

Housing  corporation,  nonprofit 

Borough  Code,  sale  of  real  property 

89 

9 

First  Class  Township  Code,  sale  of  real 
property 

157 

9 

Second  Class  Township  Code,  sale  of  real 
property 

158 

9 

Human  Relations  Act 

equal  rights,  men  and  women 

309 

17 

Incorporated  towns 

advertisement  and  bidding  requirements, 
steel  products  provision 

241 

11 

Industrial  development 

Milrite  Act 

109 

86 

Inheritance  and  Estate  Tax  Act 
equal  rights,  men  and  women 

174 

15 

Institution  districts 
purchases  for  hospitals 

30 

8 

Insurance,  public  liability 

purchase  by  political  subdivisions 

330 

23 
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Intangible  Personal  Property  Tax  Law 


date  for  payment  of  tax 

106 

5 

tax  levy  optional 

26 

4 

Interest  rates 

limit  on  government  obligations,  temporary 
removal  extended 

64 

21 

Intergovernmental  cooperation 

contracts  for  joint  purchases,  steel 
products  provision 

238 

11 

Interstate  Civil  Defense  and  Disaster  Compact 

enactment 

323 

28 

Investigating  Grand  Jury  Act 

enactment 

271 

80 

Investment 

authorized  under  County  Code 

27 

20 

Joint  municipal  zoning  ordinances 

enactment  authorized 

249 

47 

Joint  purchases 

advertisement  and  bidding  requirements, 
steel  products  provision 

231 

10 

intergovernmental  cooperation,  contract 
requirements,  steel  products  provision 

238 

11 

Judicial  Code 

good  Samaritan  civil  immunity,  provisions 
extended 

122 

78 

immunity  of  witnesses,  statute  of  limitations 
for  offenses  by  public  officers 

168 

79 

procedure  for  claims  against  the  Commonwealth 

152 

88 

third  class  city  traffic  courts 

301 

81 

Judiciary  Act  Repealer  Act 

enactment 

53 

77 

Jury  service 

absence  from  employment,  protection  of 
j  urors 

17 

63 

Justices  of  the  peace 

retention  election,  proposed 

Constitutional  amendment  Jt. 

Res .  2 

91 

Labor  and  Industry,  Department  of 

administration  of  Underground  Storage  Act 

314 

89 

registration  of  farm  labor  contractors 

93 

86 
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Landlord  and  Tenant  Act 


equal  rights,  men  and  women 

180 

15 

Liability  insurance 

purchase  by  political  subdivisions 

330 

23 

Liquid  fuels  allocation 

limited  waiver  of  construction  requirement 

4 

52 

Liquor  Code 

airline  license,  insolvency  of  licensees, 
licensing  restriction 

326 

44 

veterans'  organizations  exempted  from 
license  quota 

56 

43 

Local  Government  Commission  Law 
distribution  of  municipal  codes 

2 

83 

Local  Government  Unit  Debt  Act 

reenactment,  extensive  amendments 

52 

20 

Local  Tax  Collection  Law 

collection  remedies  pursued  against 
taxpayer  before  spouse 

176 

15 

equal  rights,  men  and  women 

176 

15 

Local  Tax  Enabling  Act 

collection  remedies  pursued  against 
taxpayer  before  spouse 

177 

15 

earned  income  tax,  low  income  exemption 

113 

4 

equal  rights,  men  and  women 

177 

15 

Mayors 

boroughs,  vacancy  provisions 

68 

56 

Medical  service  corporation,  nonprofit 

Borough  Code,  sale  of  real  property 

89 

9 

First  Class  Township  Code,  sale  of  real 
property 

157 

9 

Second  Class  Township  Code,  sale  of  real 
property 

158 

9 

Mental  Health  Procedures  Act 
various  amendments 

324 

39 

Milrite  Act  (Make  Industry  and  Labor  Right 
in  Today's  Economy) 
enactment 

109 

86 

Minimum  Wage  Act 

minimum  wage  increased,  other  changes 

135 

66 
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Minimum  wages 


seasonal  farm  labor 

93 

86 

Municipal  codes 

distribution  by  Local  Government  Commission 

2 

83 

Municipal  Police  officers 

compensation,  payments  for  off-duty  court 
appearances 

144 

66 

Municipal  Retirement  Law 
various  amendments 

1 

64 

Municipalities  Planning  Code 

extensive  amendments,  municipal  curative 
amendment  procedure,  joint  municipal 
zoning 

stay  of  proceedings  on  appeal 
street  standards  for  plat  approval,  bond  in 
lieu  of  required  improvements 
time  for  plat  decision  and  notification 
zoning  hearing  board,  membership 
zoning  ordinances,  preservation  of  farmland 

249 

150 

60 

20 

203 

284 

47 

46 

45 
44 

46 
49 

Municipality  Authorities  Act 

terms  of  board  members,  appointments  to 
fill  vacancies 

7 

55 

National  Fire  Protection  Association 

loans  from  DCA  to  comply  with  standards 

145 

37 

National  Flood  Insurance  Program 

participation  by  municipalities  with 
flood-prone  areas 

166 

31 

National  Register  of  Historic  Places 
nomination  of  historic  resources 

273 

40 

Neighborhood  Assistance  Act 

"neighborhood  organization"  defined 

304 

38 

Notary  Public  Law 

equal  rights,  men  and  women 

175 

15 

Outdoor  Advertising  Control  Act 

deferred  removal  of  directional  information 
signs 

259 

89 

Parking  Authority  Law 

advertisment  and  bidding  requirements, 
steel  products  provision 

229 

10 
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Pennsylvania  Appalachian  Trail  Act 

enactment  41  30 

Pennsylvania  Commission  on  Crime  and  Delinquency 

establishment  274  '  80 

Pennsylvania  Commission  on  Sentencing 

establishment  319  82 

Pennsylvania  Consolidated  Statutes 
Emergency  Management  Services  Code, 

enactment  323  28 

equal  rights,  men  and  women  173  15 

Public  Utility  Code,  enactment  116  73 

Pennsylvania  Crime  Commission  Act 

enactment  169  80 

Pennsylvania  Election  Code 

compensation  for  custodial  services  for 

polling  places  or  registration  centers  207  70 

composition  of  election  board  under  home 

rule  charter  or  optional  plan  58  69 

election  expenses  318  71 

primary  and  election  expenses  171  69 

Pennsylvania  Historic  and  Museum  Commission 
responsibility  for  historic  preservation 

efforts  273  40 

Pennsylvania  Human  Relations  Act 

equal  rights,  men  and  women  309  17 

Pennsylvania  Municipal  Retirement  Law 

various  amendments  1  64 

Pennsylvania  Municipalities  Planning  Code 
extensive  amendments,  municipal  curative 
amendment  procedure,  joint  municipal 

zoning  249  47 

stay  of  proceedings  on  appeal  150  46 

street  standards  for  plat  approval,  bond 

in  lieu  of  required  improvements  60  45 

time  for  plat  decision  and  notification  20  44 

zoning  hearing  board,  membership  203  46 

zoning  ordinances,  preservation  of 

farmland  284  49 

Pennsylvania  Public  Television  Network  Commission  Act 
advertisement  and  bidding  requirements, 

steel  products  provision  235  11 
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Pennsylvania  Register  of  Historic  Places 


inventory  of  historic  resources 

273 

40 

Pennsylvania  Scenic  Rivers  System 

portion  of  Schuylkill  River  component 

333 

36 

Pennsylvania  Sewage  Facilities  Act 

backfilling  test  pits  and  holes 

212 

52 

distribution  of  fines  and  costs 

296 

19 

Pennsylvania  Transportation  Assistance  Authority  Act 
advertisement  and  bidding  requirements, 
steel  products  provision 

243 

11 

Pennsylvania  Urban  Mass  Transportation  Assistance  Act 

definition  of  public  highway 

118 

54 

Pennsylvania  Workmen's  Compensation  Act 

coverage  for  volunteer  rescue  and  lifesaving 
squads 

322 

67 

exemption  from  coverage  under  special 
circumstances 

336 

68 

medical  payments,  suspension  of  compensation 
on  return  to  work 

119 

67 

Pensions 

County  Pension  Law,  interest  on  member 
contributions 

74 

65 

Municipal  Retirement  Law,  various  amendments 

1 

64 

Public  Employee  Pension  Forfeiture  Act 

140 

65 

Third  Class  City  Code,  benefits  to  surviving 
spouse 

188 

15 

Performance  bond 

Second  Class  County  Code,  maximum  time  to 
furnish 

290 

13 

Permanent  Registration  Act 

change  of  registration  by  mail 

300 

70 

composition  of  registration  commission 
under  home  rule  charter  or  optional 
plan 

59 

69 

Personal  property  tax 

date  for  payment  of  tax 

206 

5 

tax  levy  optional 

26 

4 

Personnel  files 

right  of  employees  to  inspect 

286 

63 
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Planning  Code 

extensive  amendments,  municipal  curative 


amendment  procedure,  joint  municipal 


zoning 

249 

47 

stay  of  proceedings  on  appeal 

150  - 

46 

street  standards  for  plat  approval,  bond 
in  lieu  of  required  improvements 

60 

45 

time  for  plat  decision  and  notification 

20 

44 

zoning  hearing  board,  membership 

203 

46 

zoning  ordinances,  preservation  of  farmland 

284 

49 

Planning  commission 

certification  of  blighted  property  for 
acquisition  by  redevelopment  authority 

94 

41 

Police 

boroughs,  civil  service  exemption  for 
certain  temporary  appointments 

210 

60 

compensation,  payments  for  off-duty 
court  appearances 

144 

66 

second  class  city  housing  authority, 
power  to  appoint 

215 

37 

second  class  counties,  noncompetitive 
appointments 

307 

60 

Political  Subdivision  Tort  Claims  Act 

enactment 

330 

23 

Public  Auditorium  Authorities  Law 

advertisement  and  bidding  requirements 
($2,000) 

44 

8 

advertisement  and  bidding  requirements 
($2,500),  steel  products  provision 

244 

1  1 

Public  buildings 

contracts  for  erection,  advertisement 
and  bidding  requirements,  steel 
products  provision 

242 

11 

Public  contracts 

Borough  Code,  advertisement  and  bidding 
requirements,  steel  products  provision 

226 

10 

Borough  Code,  sale  of  real  property  to 
nonprofit  medical  service  or  housing 
corporation 

89 

9 

concessions  in  public  facilities,  right  of 
public  agency  to  regulate 

315 

50 

conflicts  of  interest 

170 

6  1 

County  Code,  advertisement  and  bidding 
requirements,  steel  products  provision 

232 

1  i 
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Public  contracts  (Continued) 

erection  of  public  buildings,  advertisement 
and  bidding  requirements,  steel  products 


provision 

First  Class  Township  Code,  advertisement 
and  bidding  requirements,  steel  products 

242 

11 

provision 

First  Class  Township  Code,  contract  awards. 

237 

11 

steel  products  provision 

First  Class  Township  Code,  sale  of  real 
property  without  bidding,  sale  to 
nonprofit  medical  service  or  housing 

95 

8 

corporation 

Flood  Control  Law,  advertisement  and  bidding 

157 

9 

requirements,  steel  products  provision 
flood  control  projects,  advertisement  and 
bidding  requirements,  steel  products 

233 

11 

provision 

incorporated  towns,  advertisement  and 
bidding  requirements,  steel  products 

230 

10 

provision 

intergovernmental  cooperation,  contracts  for 

241 

11 

joint  purchases,  steel  products  provision 
joint  purchases,  advertisement  and  bidding 

238 

11 

requirements,  steel  products  provision 

Parking  Authority  Law,  advertisement  and 
bidding  requirements,  steel  products 

231 

10 

provision 

Public  Auditorium  Authorities  Law, 

advertisement  and  bidding  requirements 

229 

10 

($2,000) 

Public  Auditorium  Authorities  Law, 

advertisement  and  bidding  requriements 

44 

8 

($2,500),  steel  products  provision 

Public  School  Code,  advertisement  and 
bidding  requirements,  steel  products 

244 

11 

provision 

Public  Television  Network  Commission  Act, 
advertisement  and  bidding  requirements. 

236 

11 

steel  products  provision 

235 

11 

public  works,  awarding  and  execution 
purchases  for  institution  district 

317 

13 

hospitals 

Second  Class  City  Law,  advertisement  and 
bidding  requirements,  steel  products 

30 

8 

provision 

Second  Class  County  Code,  advertisement 
and  bidding  requirements,  steel  products 

240 

11 

provision 

Second  Class  County  Code,  bid  opening 

302 

11 

procedure 

121 

9 
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Public  contracts  (Continued) 

Second  Class  County  Code,  performance  bond 


by  successful  bidder,  maximum  time 

290 

13 

Second  Class  County  Port  Authority  Act, 
advertisement  and  bidding  requirements. 

steel  products  provision 

225 

10 

Second  Class  Township  Code,  advertisement 
and  bidding  requirements,  steel  products 
provision 

228 

10 

Second  Class  Township  Code,  sale  of  real 

property  without  bidding,  sale  to  nonprofit 
medical  service  or  housing  corporation 

158 

9 

State  Highway  and  Bridge  Authority  Act, 
advertisement  and  bidding  requirements, 
steel  products  provision 

234 

11 

State  Public  School  Building  Authority  Act, 
advertisement  and  bidding  requirements, 
steel  products  provision 

227 

10 

Third  Class  City  Code,  advertisement  and 
bidding  requirements,  steel  products 
provision 

239 

11 

Transportation  Assistance  Authority  Act, 
advertisement  and  bidding  requirements, 
steel  products  provision 

243 

11 

use  of  domestic  steel  products 

3 

7 

Public  defenders 

state  association  authorized.  County 

Code 

154 

58 

state  association  authorized.  Second 

Class  County  Code 

153 

58 

Public  Employee  Pension  Forfeiture  Act 
enactment 

140 

65 

Public  Facilities  Concession  Regulation  Act 
enactment 

315 

50 

Public  Official  and  Employee  Ethics  Law 
enactment 

170 

61 

Public  records 

government  study  commission 

123 

22 

Public  School  Code 

advertisement  and  bidding  requirements, 
steel  products  provision 

236 

11 

equal  rights,  men  and  women 

184 

15 

school  directors,  terms  of  office, 
election  from  regions  or  at  large 

105 

57 

tax  collection  remedies  pursued  against 
taxpayer  before  spouse 

184 

15 
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Public  Television  Network  Commission  Act 


advertisement  and  bidding  requirements. 


steel  products  provision 

235 

11 

Public  utilities 

Office  of  Consumer  Advocate,  existence 
extended 

222 

73 

Public  Utility  Code 

discontinuance  of  service  to  landlord 
ratepayers 

197 

74 

enactment 

116 

73 

hearings  and  appeals 

294 

73 

Public  utility  service 

discontinuance  of  service  to  landlord 
ratepayers,  municipalities' 

299 

74 

theft  of  service  through  meter  tampering 

321 

75 

Public  Welfare,  Department  of 

flood  relief  grants,  personal  property 
losses,  floods  of  July,  1977 

51 

84 

Public  Works  Contract  Regulation  Law 
enactment 

317 

13 

Purchasing 

see  public  contracts 

Prison  inspectors 

compositions  of  board  changed 

35 

50 

seventh  and  eighth  class  counties,  option 
of  county  commissioners 

35 

50 

Prothonotary 

bond  paid  by  county,  collection  of  taxes  on 
court  proceedings 

65 

18 

Real  property  taxation 

additions  and  revisions  to  assessment  roll, 
fourth  to  eighth  class  counties 

268 

2 

additions  and  revisions  to  assessment  roll. 
General  County  Assessment  Law 

269 

2 

additions  and  revisions  to  assessment  roll, 
second  A  and  third  class  counties 

270 

2 

assessment  and  appeal  deadlines,  fourth  to 
eighth  class  counties 

268 

2 

assessment  and  appeal  deadlines,  second  A 
and  third  class  counties 

270 

2 

assessment  appeals  by  taxing  districts, 
fourth  to  eighth  class  counties 

268 

2 
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Real  property  taxation  (Continued) 

class  actions  on  assessments,  fourth  to 


eighth  class  counties 

49 

1 

countywide  reassessment,  fourth  to  eighth 
class  counties,  notice  and  appeal  process 

125  - 

1 

exemption  of  totally  disabled  veterans 

11 

3 

rebates  for  senior  citizens,  new  schedule 
of  rebates,  filing  late  claims 

272 

4 

Realty  Transfer  Tax  Act 

certain  transfers  excluded 

253 

5 

Redevelopment  authorities 

acquisition  of  blighted  property 

94 

41 

first  class  cities,  notice  to  displaced 
persons 

21 

41 

Registration  commission 

composition  in  counties  under  home  rule 
charter  or  optional  plan 

Rescue  squads,  volunteer 


coverage  under  Workmen's  Compensation  Act 
loans  for  refinancing,  rehabilitation  of 

322 

67 

apparatus  equipment 

Retirement 

County  Pension  Law,  interest  on  member 

145 

37 

contributions 

74 

65 

Municipal  Retirement  Law,  various  amendments 

1 

64 

Public  Employee  Pension  Forfeiture  Act 

Third  Class  City  Code,  benefits  to  surviving 

140 

65 

spouse 

188 

15 

Risk  management 

programs  authorized,  political  subdivisions 

330 

23 

Scenic  Rivers  Act 

portion  of  Schuylkill  River  component 

School  directors 

terms  of  office,  election  from  regions  or 

333 

36 

at  large 

105 

57 

Schuylkill  Scenic  River  Act 

enactment 

333 

36 

Seasonal  Farm  Labor  Act 

enactment 

93 

86 
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Second  Class  City  Law 

advertisement  and  bidding  requirements. 


steel  products  provision 

240 

11 

Second  Class  County  Code 

advertisement  and  bidding  requirements, 
steel  products  provision 

302 

11 

bid  opening  procedure 

121 

9 

performance  bond  by  successful  bidder, 
maximum  time 

290 

13 

police  force  vacancies,  noncompetitive 
appointments 

307 

60 

public  defenders,  state  association 

153 

58 

Second  Class  County  Port  Authority  Act 
advertisement  and  bidding  requirements, 
steel  products  provisions 

225 

10 

Second  Class  Township  Code 

advertisement  and  bidding  requirements, 
steel  products  provision 

228 

10 

county  associations  of  township  officers, 
expenses  for  attendance 

295 

59 

equal  rights,  men  and  women 

187 

15 

real  property,  sale  without  bidding,  sale 
to  nonprofit  medical  service  or  housing 
corporation 

158 

9 

sewer  system,  authority  to  take  over 
extension  or  alteration 

205 

51 

vacancy  provisions,  elective  offices 

67 

55 

Senior  Citizens  Property  Tax  or  Rent  Rebate  Act 

new  schedule  of  rebates,  filing  late  claims 

272 

4 

Sentencing 

establishment  of  guidelines 

319 

82 

procedure  for  imposition  of  death  sentence 

141 

78 

Sewage  Facilities  Act 

backfilling  test  pits  and  holes 

212 

52 

distribution  of  fines  and  costs 

296 

19 

Sewer  charges,  municipal 

shutting  off  of  water  supply  for  nonpayment 

162 

51 

Sewer  system 

second  class  townships,  authority  to  take 
over  extension  or  alteration 

205 

51 

Sheriff  Fee  Law 

various  increases 

45 

17 
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Sheriff  sales 


certain  transfers  excluded  from  realty 


transfer  tax 

253 

5 

Snowmobile  roads 

tf 

exoneration  from  liability 

86 

54 

Sovereign  immunity 

principle  reaffirmed,  limited  waiver 

152 

88 

State  Council  of  Civil  Defense  Act 
repealed  and  replaced  by  Emergency 

Management  Services  Code 

323 

28 

State  Highway  and  Bridge  Authority  Act 
advertisement  and  bidding  requirements, 
steel  products  provision 

234 

11 

State  Public  School  Building  Authorities  Act 
advertisement  and  bidding  requirements, 
steel  products  provision 

227 

10 

Steel  Products  Procurement  Act 

enactment 

3 

7 

Steel  products  provision 

Borough  Code 

226 

10 

County  Code 

232 

11 

erection  of  public  buildings 

242 

11 

First  Class  Township  Code 

237 

11 

Flood  Control  Law 

233 

11 

flood  control  projects 

230 

10 

incorporated  towns 

241 

11 

intergovernmental  cooperation,  contracts 
for  joint  purchases 

238 

11 

joint  purchases 

231 

10 

Parking  Authority  Law 

229 

10 

Public  Auditorium  Authorities  Law 

244 

11 

Public  School  Code 

236 

11 

Public  Television  Network  Commission  Act 

235 

11 

Second  Class  City  Law 

240 

11 

Second  Class  County  Code 

302 

11 

Second  Class  County  Port  Authority  Act 

225 

10 

Second  Class  Township  Code 

228 

10 

State  Highway  and  Bridge  Authority  Act 

234 

11 

State  Public  School  Building  Authority  Act 

227 

10 

Third  Class  City  Code 

239 

11 

Transportation  Assistance  Authority  Act 

243 

11 

Storm  Water  Management  Act 

enactment 

167 

33 
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Streets  and  roads 


liquid  fuels  allocation,  limited  waiver  of 


construction  requirement 

4 

52 

power  to  lay  out,  open,  widen  and  vacate, 
first  class  townships 

48 

53 

procedure  for  opening,  boroughs 

36 

53 

snowmobile  designation,  exoneration  from 
liability 

86 

54 

standards  for  plat  approval.  Municipalities 
Planning  Code 

60 

45 

Subdivision  and  land  development  ordinance 
street  standards  for  plat  approval,  bond 
in  lieu  of  required  improvements 

60 

45 

Superior  Court 

additional  judges,  initial  terms, 

president  judge,  proposed  Constitutional 
amendment  Jt. 

Res .  1 

91 

Supervisors,  second  class  townships 
vacancy  provisions 

67 

55 

Surface  Mining  Conservation  and  Reclamation  Act 
blaster's  reports 

5 

83 

Taxation 

intangible  personal  property,  date  for 
payment  of  tax 

206 

5 

intangible  personal  property,  tax  levy 
optional 

26 

4 

Local  Tax  Collection  Law,  collection 
remedies  pursued  against  taxpayer 
before  spouse 

176 

15 

Local  Tax  Enabling  Act,  collection 
remedies  pursued  against  taxpayer 
before  spouse 

177 

15 

Local  Tax  Enabling  Act,  earned  income  tax, 
low  income  exemption 

113 

4 

Public  School  Code,  tax  collection  remedies 
pursued  against  taxpayer  before  spouse 

184 

15 

real  property,  additions  and  revisions  to 
assessment  roll,  fourth  to  eighth  class 
counties 

268 

2 

real  property,  additions  and  revisions  to 
assessment  roll.  General  County  Assessment 

Law 

269 

2 

real  property,  additions  and  revisions  to 
assessment  roll,  second  A  and  third  class 
counties 

270 

2 

real  property,  assessment  and  appeal 
deadlines,  fourth  to  eighth  class 
counties 

268 

2 
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Taxation  (Continued) 

real  property,  assessment  and  appeal 
deadlines,  second  A  and  third  class 


counties 

270 

2 

real  property,  assessment  appeals  by 

taxing  districts,  fourth  to  eighth 
class  counties 

268 

2 

real  property,  class  actions  on  assessments, 
fourth  to  eighth  class  counties 

49 

1 

real  property,  countywide  reassessment, 
fourth  to  eighth  class  counties,  notice 
and  appeal  process 

125 

1 

real  property,  exemption  fo  totally  disabled 
veterans 

11 

3 

real  property,  rebates  for  senior  citizens, 
new  schedule  of  rebates,  filing  late 
claims 

272 

4 

realty  transfer  tax,  certain  transfers 
excluded 

253 

5 

Tax  collectors 

boroughs,  vacancy  provisions 

68 

56 

second  class  townships,  vacancy  provisions 

67 

55 

Third  class  cities 

traffic  courts  authorized 

301 

81 

Third  Class  City  Code 

advertisement  and  bidding  requirements. 


steel  products  provision 

239 

11 

civil  service  boards,  appointment  of 
members 

19 

59 

equal  rights,  men  and  women 

188 

15 

Third  Class  City  Assessment  Board  Law 

additions  and  revisions  to  assessment  roll, 
assessment  and  appeal  deadlines 

270 

2 

Tort  claims 

presentation  against  political  subdivisions, 
comprehensive  procedure 

330 

23 

Township  commissioners 
vacancy  provisions 

69 

56 

Township  officers 

first  class  townships,  county  association 
conventions  and  conferences 

279 

58 

second  class  townships,  county  association 
conventions,  expenses  for  attendance 

295 

59 
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Township  supervisors 


vacancy  provisions 

67 

55 

Traffic  courts 

establishment  by  third  class  cities 

301 

81 

Transportation 

appeals  on  proposed  transportation  routes 

192 

88 

Treasurer 

counties,  use  of  facsimile  signature  on 
payroll  checks 

129 

21 

counties,  validation  of  deeds 

310 

22 

first  class  townships,  vacancy  provisions 

69 

56 

Underground  Storage  Act 
enactment 

314 

89 

Urban  Mass  Transportation  Assistance  Act 
definition  of  public  highway 

118 

54 

Urban  redevelopment  assistance 
flood  of  July,  1977,  bond  issue 

191 

43 

Urban  Redevelopment  Law 

acquisition  of  blighted  property 

94 

51 

notice  of  displaced  persons,  first  class 
cities 

21 

41 

Utility  Service  Tenants  Rights  Act 
enactment 

299 

74 

Vacancies 

boroughs,  elective  offices 

68 

56 

first  class  townships,  elective  offices 

69 

56 

municipal  authority  boards 

7 

55 

second  class  townships,  elective  offices 

67 

55 

Vacant  property  review  committee 

certification  of  blighted  property  for 
acquisition  by  redevelopment  authority 

94 

41 

Vehicle  Code 

liability  resulting  from  snowmobile 
designation 

86 

54 

Veterans’  organizations 

exemption  from  liquor  license  quota 

56 

43 

Veterans,  totally  disabled 
real  property  tax  exemption 

11 

3 

-152- 


Act 


Page 


Volunteer  Fire  Company,  Ambulance  Service  and 
Rescue  Squad  Assistance  Act 
loans  for  refinancing,  rehabilitation  of 


apparatus  equipment 

145 

37 

Volunteer  rescue  and  lifesaving  squads 

coverage  under  Workmen's  Compensation  Act 

322 

67 

Voter  registration 

change  of  registration  by  mail 

300 

70 

Water  supply 

shutting  off  for  nonpayment  of  municipal 

162 

51 

sewer  charges 

Watershed  storm  water  management 

167 

33 

adoption  of  plans 

Wiretapping  and  Electronic  Surveillance  Control  Act 
enactment 

164 

79 

Witnesses 

immunity 

168 

79 

Workmen's  Compensation  Act 

coverage  for  volunteer  rescue  and  lifesaving 
squads 

322 

67 

exemption  from  coverage  under  special 
circumstances 

336 

68 

medical  payments,  suspension  of  compensation 
on  return  to  work 

119 

67 

Zoning  appeals 

judicial  relief,  authority  of  court 

249 

47 

Zoning  hearing  board 
membership 

203 

46 

Zoning  ordinances 

joint  municipal  zoning  authorized 

249 

47 

municipal  curative  amendment  procedure 

249 

47 

preservation  of  farmland 

284 

49 

preservation  of  natural  resources 

249 

47 

regulations  near  areas  of  hazardous 
geological  or  topographic  features 

249 

47 
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